For if you remain
completely silent
at this time, relief
and deliverance
will arise for
the Jews from
another place,
but you and your
father’s house
will perish.
Yet who knows
whether you
have come to the
kingdom for such
a time as this?
Esther 4:14

Introducing
Operation Mordecai

T

he threat to Israel from Iran
has never been greater.
Every week, CUFI UK
observes the Iranian regime’s
tightening grip on the Middle
East, from an emboldened presence at
Israel’s northern border with Syria and
Lebanon, to channelling resources to
terror groups in Gaza and beyond.
Further to this, the Iranian leaders’
persistent anti-Semitic rhetoric against
the Jewish state is a continual reminder
that Iran’s goal is the annihilation of
Israel. Their breach of the failed Iran deal
and development of nuclear-capable
missiles stands as a warning to many
gullible Western politicians that remain
in denial of this threat. Let’s be clear,
when verbal threats are met with sinister
actions the world must wake up. Israel is
well aware of this threat and rightly takes
it seriously.
Meanwhile, Iran continues to
oppress its own people, many of
whom do not agree with the regime,
with Christians and Jews among the
minorities at greatest risk.
It is for these reasons that Christians
United for Israel has decided to
take action by launching ‘Operation
Mordecai’.
This on-going campaign takes
inspiration from the Biblical account of
Queen Esther’s cousin, Mordecai, who
heard of the horrific plot to annihilate
the Jews living in Persia (which includes
modern-day Iran). Upon hearing of
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the threat, Mordecai humbled himself
before the Lord and took decisive action.
It was Mordecai that told Esther,
“Yet who knows whether you have come
to the kingdom for such a time as this?”
We can be assured that the Lord
watches over Israel. But what is our
response as Christians to this threat?
Which side will the United Kingdom
take? Who will defend Israel and the
Jewish people? Who will speak out for
Iran’s persecuted Christians, for its
Jewish minority and others in Iran that
have no voice? For this cause we have
determined not to remain silent. Nor
will we be spectators as the UK and other
nations ignore the seriousness of the
Iranian threat. Instead, our passion is for
Britain to be on the right side of history
and align itself with Israel.
Like, Mordecai, CUFI has heeded
the warning from Iran; we have sought
the Lord and have decided to take action.
Through ‘Operation Mordecai’ we will be
speaking truth to power and calling upon
our leaders to resist the wiles of Iran and
stand up for righteousness.
For such a time as this,

Des Starritt
Executive Director
Christians United for Israel UK
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Aims of
Operation Mordecai
Operation Mordecai is focused on
three strategic areas concerning Iran:

Iran’s threat to Israel
• Expose the threat to Israel from the north.
• Highlight the dangers of Iran’s presence in
Syria.
• Reveal the ploys of Iranian proxies, such
as Hezbollah.
• Expose Iran’s other activities in the region,
such as funding Hamas in the Gaza Strip.

Iran and the UK
• Expose Iran’s influence in Britain – financial and ideological.
• Challenge the legality of Hezbollah operating in the UK.
• Pressure the UK government to take a strong
stance against the Iranian regime and withdraw from the disastrous Iran Deal.

The people of Iran
• Highlight the struggle of ordinary Iranians who are opposed to the regime.
• Support Iran’s growing Christian community, which is suffering persecution
because of their faith.
• Highlight the rich heritage of Persian Jews.
• Support Iran’s Jewish minority.
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The threat
from Iran
Iran

Iran’s obsession with destroying
Israel began in 1979 after the
violent Islamic Revolution empowered
radical fundamentalists committed
to dominating the Middle East. Iran’s
hatred of Israel and America has been
the foundation of its foreign policy
ever since. There is also a hatred for
the United Kingdom, as seen in chants
and flag burnings during pro-regime
demonstrations over the years.

Ideology

In 2005, Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad, thenpresident of Iran, closed a speech at the
United Nations with a call for the “mighty
Lord” to “hasten the emergence” of Imam
Mahdi, a direct descendent of the
Muslim prophet Muhammad. Shia
Islam holds the view that the Mahdi,
as the “redeemer” of Islam, will return
from hiding and unite and empower
Muslims. It is upon this ideology that the
Iranian regime dramatically transformed
its religious and political landscapes.
The stated aim of the 1979 Iranian
Revolution was to overturn the reign of
the shah and restore Islamic ideology to
Iranian society.
Khomeini made Shia Islam an
inseparable element of the country’s
political structure. Khomeini ushered in a
new form of government anchored by the
concept of velayat-e faqih, or rule of the
Islamic jurist and argued that government
should be run in accordance to sharia, or
Islamic law. For that to happen, an Islamic
jurist—or faqih—must oversee the country’s
political structure. Constitutional changes
following the revolution established a

system of government based on three
pillars of power—the executive, judicial,
and legislative branches. But sitting atop
the Islamic Republic’s power structure
was Khomeini.

Beyond Iran

What starts in
Iran doesn’t
stay in Iran. The Iranian regime now has a
foothold throughout the Middle East.
The Iranian leadership has repeatedly
called for the annihilation of Israel and the
so-called “liberation of Jerusalem”. When
Iran develops its missiles, it is proud to
inscribe them with “death to Israel” and
show them to the world.
Iran’s dominance in the Middle East
is increasing at an alarming rate. Iran
has a foothold in Lebanon through its
proxy, Hezbollah. Likewise, Iran now has a
military presence in Syria having exploited
the Syrian civil war. South of Israel, Iran is
funding Hamas, despite it being Sunni, as
well as Islamic Jihad, which is Shia, both of
which call for the destruction of Israel.
See the map on page 6 and 7 for an
overview of the Iranian threat.
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In their own words
Iran’s grip on the region stretches from the north of Israel to
the south as proven by the very words of Israel’s enemies.

Lebanon
Hezbollah
“We are open about the fact that Hezbollah’s
budget, its income, its expenses, everything
it eats and drinks, its weapons and rockets,
come from the Islamic Republic of Iran.” 1
Hassan Nasrallah, Hezbollah leader
June 2016

Iran to Hezbollah:
$1 billion per annum 2

Iran in Syria
ISRAEL

Gaza
Hamas
“Relations with Iran are excellent, and Iran
is the largest supporter of the Izz el-Deen alQassam Brigades [Hamas’s military wing]
with money and arms.” 6
Yehya al-Sinwar, Leader of Hamas
August 2017

Palestinian Islamic Jihad
“In the next confrontation with the occupation,
the axis of resistance will operate from the
north in Lebanon to the south in Gaza…Iran’s
support and its position (on the Palestinian
issue) play a major role in defeating the
efforts made to dismiss the issue of Palestinian
rights.” 7
Ziad Nakhala, leader of Islamic Jihad
December 2018

Iran to Hamas:
$70m per annum 2
Iran to Islamic Jihad:
$30m per annum 2

Syria
“Destiny only determines the result of this Civil
War in Syria. This war requires commanders
who can impose the will of the Iranian regime
to the enemies.” 3
Esmail Qaani, Deputy Quds Force
Commander, November 2016
The IDF estimates that there are already
20,000 fighters from Hezbollah, Shiite
militias from Iraq, Afghanistan, and
Pakistan, and thousands of advisers from
Iran inside Syria. 4

Iran to Syrian regime
and Iranian proxies:
$16 billion since 2012 5

Judea & Samaria
Iran’s influence in the
so-called “West Bank”
“Arming the West Bank has started and
weapons will be supplied to the people of this
region. The Zionists should know that the next
war won’t be confined to the present borders
and the Mujahedeen will push them back.” 8
Mohammad Reza Naqdi, General in Iran’s
Revolutionary Guards, August 2014

Iran
Iran’s influence
beyond
“We hope that some Muslim
countries that have pinned
their hopes on the support of
the Zionists and the US will
return to the Muslim world
and realize that the Zionists
are not a trustworthy friend
or partner for anybody.” 9
Mohammad Javad Zarif
Iranian Foreign Minister

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei,
Supreme Leader of Iran

IRAN’S
BALLISTIC MISSILES
Pictured is a missile with the inscription “Death to
Israel” paraded in Tehran. Below is a list of some
of the most prominent missiles developed by the
Iranian military and their estimated range.
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I ra n i n

T

he UK’s banning of Hezbollah
in February 2019 came after
three years of campaigning
to change Home Office policy.
It required thousands of proIsrael supporters to raise their voices and
significantly, it needed the Government
to fully understand the true nature of
Hezbollah, its activities and its deception.
The UK government’s correct decision
sends a strong message against terror.
CUFI hopes that a similar realisation
will take place within the Foreign Office
towards the threat from the Iranian
regime. The banning of Hezbollah is a
significant first step recognising that
Britain and Israel have shared enemies
and common values in the fight against
terror.
CUFI will now be working in the
weeks and months ahead to ensure that
the ban is enforced in practice. Let’s take
a look at what the ban means and what is
likely to happen next.

Thank you!
More than 20,000
people signed a CUFI UK
petition calling for the
full banning of Hezbollah
and thousands more
CUFI supporters wrote
to the Home Office. We
appreciate all who got
involved.
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What next for
Hezbollah in the UK?
There is now no loophole that
allows support for Hezbollah in the
UK
Until now Britain had only banned
Hezbollah’s “military” arm but not its
“political” wing. But even Hezbollah does
not differentiate between its political and
military wings. In fact, one Hezbollah
official has said, “Everyone knows that
Hezbollah’s political and military wings
are one and the same.”
The loophole was an invention
of European politicians and not
Hezbollah
themselves.
Because
Hezbollah participates in elections
in Lebanon and has members in the
Lebanese government, the EU made the
distinction in 2013 enabling it to outlaw
the military arm while giving legitimacy
to the Hezbollah political party thus
protecting the basic rights of its voters or
its candidates.
Hezbollah has used this loophole to
their advantage, using the democratic
system to gain power while maintaining
its own military forces outside the
system’s control.
“We do not have a military
wing and a political wing…The
same leadership that directs the
parliamentary and government
work also leads jihad actions in
the struggle against Israel.”
Hezbollah’s deputy leader,
Naim Qassem
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the UK
Police will have greater powers
In recent years the anti-Semitic “AlQuds March” – an Iranian-backed rally
that calls for the “liberation of Jerusalem”
– has taken place in London on the last
Sunday of Ramadan. The march has
always traditionally expressed support
for Hezbollah in speeches and with flags
commonly being on display. Should the
march go ahead, the new law now gives
Met police greater powers that were
previously lacking.

Hezbollah-supporting
organisations will be exposed
The new law strengthens CUFI’s
resolve to expose organisations in the UK
that are actively supporting Hezbollah
and the Iranian regime. For example,
The Islamic Human Rights Commission
(IHRC), which is one of the main
organisers behind London’s Al Qud’s
march, is a pro-Palestinian campaign
group that works under the guise of
“human rights” whilst displaying hatred
of Israel and contempt for Jews and
Zionism. IHRC has long given support to
extremist voices, including prominent
support for terrorist organisations such
as Hezbollah and Hamas.
IHRC hosts an annual “Genocide
Memorial Day” each year on the same
date as Holocaust Memorial Day where
they spread the lie that what is happening
between Israel and the Palestinians is
“genocide”. This false narrative not only
undermines real genocides, such as the
Holocaust, but it also reveals that the
root cause of the organisation is not to
promote human rights but to spread an
anti-Semitic narrative against Israel.

Certain individuals and links will
be under scrutiny
The pro-Hezbollah Al-Quds rally
has been previously attended by people
such as Jeremy Corbyn (before becoming
Labour leader) and Rev Stephen Sizer,
who himself has met with Hezbollah
officials in Lebanon. Corbyn’s infamous
description of Hezbollah and Hamas as
his friends is just the tip of the iceberg.
Labour’s response to the Government’s
banning of Hezbollah suggests the
leadership is unhappy with the decision
and further highlights Corbyn’s position
on the group and its activities.

The Hezbollah flag cannot be
displayed on Britain’s streets
The Hezbollah flag reads ‘Hezbollah’
meaning “Party of Allah” in Arabic Kufic
script. The first letter of “Allah” reaches
up to grasp an assault rifle. In recent
years, protesters in the UK received
dubious legal advice to place a sticker
claiming the flag was in support of
Hezbollah’s political wing – further proof
of the inadequacy of the Home Officer’s
former position. No longer can Hezbollah
supporters use this deception.

Support for Hezbollah should be
prosecuted
It will now be illegal for anyone to
fly the Hezbollah flag on the streets of
Britain – something that has been seen
in London every year at the anti-Semitic
Al Quds march. The order will make
it a criminal offence to be a member,
or invite support for Hezbollah, and
will carry a sentence of up to 10 years’
imprisonment.
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The Iran Deal

F

or decades the world sought
to isolate Iran and curb its
terrorist activities and nuclear
weapons ambitions through
economic sanctions. But while
President Obama was in office, world
leaders decided to lift those sanctions in
exchange for promises that Iran would
halt its nuclear development. Since the
2015 Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA) commonly known as the Iran
Deal was signed and implemented, Iran’s
aggression against Israel and America has
increased. Enriched and emboldened by
a fresh influx of over $100 billion to its
government, Iran poses a greater danger
to both Israel and the West.
On 8 May 2018, President Trump
decided to end US involvement in the
Iran Deal due to Iran’s proven lies and
violations of the deal’s terms. The flawed
deal contained loopholes that allowed
Iran to avoid international inspections
of their nuclear facilities and openly
continue working on intercontinental
ballistic missiles while fully funding
their international terror campaign.

Britain and the Iran Deal
Britain’s then Foreign Secretary,
Philip Hammond, travelled to Tehran
immediately after the Iran agreement
to establish new ties. The UK, together
with the European Union, has continued
10

to keep the Iran Deal alive despite
mounting evidence that Iran is in breach
of the agreement.
In February 2019, US Vice President,
Mike Pence, said,

“The time has come for
our European partners
to withdraw from the
Iran nuclear deal and
join with us.”
Pence accused Britain, France and
Germany of undermining US efforts to
pressure the Iranian regime, saying,
“Sadly, some of our leading European
partners have not been nearly as
cooperative. In fact, they have led the
effort to create mechanisms to break up
our sanctions.”
The Vice President was referring
to a “special purpose vehicle” agreed
between Britain, Germany and France
that provides a direct trade channel with
Iran to avoid US sanctions. The EU has
led efforts to form a workaround to assist
firms doing business with Iran and has
promised an overall $58 million package.
CUFI UK believes it is necessary for
the UK to withdraw from this failed Iran
Deal and send a clear signal to the regime
that it must stop its aggression towards
Israel and the West.
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Make a Donation
For CUFI to make an even greater impact we need your help. Please consider making
a one-time donation or take your support further and become a member of CUFI
with a monthly gift to support this vital work.
Your generous support makes a real difference. Thank you.

Yes, I will support Christians United for Israel UK
with my donation of £ _________________________.
This gift is:
q Monthly (membership)
q One-time donation
CONTACT INFORMATION

Name ___________________________________________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________ Postcode ___________________________
Phone ___________________________________________________________________________________
Email ___________________________________________________________________________________
q Tick to receive regular mail from CUFI
q Tick to receive regular emails from CUFI
DONATION INFORMATION

q Cheque or postal order
(Please make cheques payable to Christians United for Israel)
q Debit/Credit Card (please complete below)
Card Number __________________________________________________________________________
Expiry Date ___________ /___________

Security Code __________________

Automatically deduct my donation amount on the
q 1st q 15th of the month (Recurring donation only).
OMB-0319

Standing Order Form
YOUR DETAILS

DETAILS FOR YOUR STANDING ORDER

Name _____________________________________________

Recipient’s Name: Christians United for Israel
Recipient’s Bank & Branch Name:
Natwest, 84 Commercial Road, Swindon, SN1 5NW
Recipient’s Sort Code: 6 0 2 1 4 0
Recipient’s Account Number: 6 3 0 1 4 3 4 3

Address __________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________

Donation Amount
Signature _________________________________________
Date ______/______/______

£

.

Donation Amount in Words
_____________________________________________________

YOUR BANK DETAILS

First Donation Date ______/______/______
Final Donation Date ______/______/______ or

Branch Name ____________________________________
Branch Address _________________________________
_____________________________________________________

q Until Further Notice
How often do you want the donation
to be made?
q Monthly

Branch Postcode ________________________________

q Weekly

Sort Code (being debited)

Account Number (being debited)

Please send form to:
CUFI, PO Box 3837,
Swindon, SN3 9DS

Alternatively, donate online at

www.cufi.org.uk/donate

Christians
in Iran
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World Watch List 2019, Open Doors UK

T

he Church is growing in Iran
despite it being one of the most
dangerous places to live as a
and other religious minorities are treated
Christian.
The Christian community, fairly under Islam, but the reality is that
estimated to be around 800,0001, is largely Christians are being specifically targeted.
Day to day life is a struggle for Iranian
made up of converts from Islam, however
there has been a Christian presence in Christians. Some have lost jobs, homes or
Iran since the First Century. In fact, the even custody of children. Others have been
Book of Acts records that Persians were physically abused. Many who convert from
among the people groups at Pentecost and Islam are rejected by friends and family.
there has been a church in Iran ever since. It is also illegal to produce Christian
With the death penalty in force, literature or hold church services in the
official language, Farsi.
former Muslims who have
some Christians
converted to Christianity
Remember the are And
unjustly detained in
have to practice their faith
prisoners as if Iran’s notorious prison
in secret. Underground
system on false political
“house churches” are
chained with
under
sophisticated them—those who charges. In December 2018,
surveillance
with are mistreated— over 100 Christians were
in a single week
intelligence passed onto
since you your- detained
during a crackdown by the
the Iranian Revolutionary
selves are in the regime.
Guards. Iran’s Islamic
An annual report
forces attempt to pressure
body also.
titled Violations of the Rights of
the Christian community
HEBREWS
13:3
Christians states that in 2018
to flee through fear
“the Christian community,
of imprisonment or
death. Their strategy of intimidation is along with other religious minorities,
to decrease the number of Christians continued to suffer multiple violations
living in Iran, allowing the proportion of of their right to freedom of religion or
belief. Ongoing surveillance of Christians
Muslims to increase.
All ethnic Persians are considered by the authorities was often accompanied
Muslims by the Iranian regime, so any by harassment. The end of 2018 saw an
person of Persian ethnicity becoming a unprecedented wave of raids on private
Christian is in danger of being killed for house gatherings, leading to a large
their faith, although they are more likely number of arrests.
It further states, “Many Christians
to be imprisoned for ‘crimes against
national security’. Because Christianity is received prison sentences, or had sentences
seen as an influence of the West, it is also upheld by the Court of Appeal. Most of the
reported violations involved converts from
viewed as a threat to the Islamic Republic.
Meanwhile,
Christians
from Islam, but there were also several instances
Armenian and Assyrian churches are where members of the recognised
allowed to practise their faith openly, Armenian and Assyrian Christian
but they still face discrimination, and it minorities were imprisoned or sentenced
is illegal for them to share the Christian to jail terms due to their religious activities.
Recognised church buildings remained
message with Muslims.
The Iranian regime, wrongly accepted closed to ethnic Persian Christians and, in
as “moderate” by the West, boasts to the several cases, church property remained
international community that Christians under threat of confiscation.”
Despite these sufferings, the Church
in Iran continues to grow with increasing
momentum.

13

J ew s
i n I ra n

J

ews have lived in Iran since 586
B.C. since the Biblical Babylonian
exile and are considered one of the
world’s oldest Jewish communities.
For more than 2,500 years Jews
remained in Iran weathering the
rise and fall of different dynasties that took
control of the nation as well as withstanding
the unspeakable violence over centuries
to convert to Islam following the Arab
conquest of Iran. Yet from 1925 until 1979,
the Jews of Iran under the Pahlavi kings
enjoyed relative tolerance, acceptance into
the greater Iranian society and were able to
flourish in commerce and education.
When the government of the Shah of
Iran was brought down in 1979 by the radical
Islamic Ayatollah Khomeini, the situation
and security for Iran’s Jews grew bleak. The
new Islamic regime in Iran had no love
for Jews who were deemed second class
citizens and the Jewish community’s leader
Habib Elghanian was promptly executed
in May 1979 on trumped up charges of
spying for Israel and America. Elghanian’s
execution as well as imprisonment of other
Jews in Iran by the new regime caused
massive waves of Jews to flee Iran with
only the shirts on their backs. Countless
prosperous Jews either had their assets
expropriated by the new Islamic regime or

were forced to just abandon their homes
and assets to avoid being killed or executed
by the Iranian regime. Since 1979 Jews
from various economic backgrounds have
similarly escaped or fled Iran to avoid the
persecution of the current Islamic regime
in Iran. 1

To read the stories of Iranian
Jews who had to flee, go to
www.cufi.org.uk/OperationMordecai
Today, Iran’s Jewish population is the
second largest in the Middle East, after
Israel, estimated to be around 5,000 to
8,000. The population was estimated to
be as high as 80,000 in the 1950s. In Iran’s
capital city of Tehran there are 13 active
synagogues that hold weekly services, five
Jewish schools, two Jewish kindergartens,
and a 100-bed capacity Jewish hospital.
Whilst the regime portrays to the West a
tolerance and benevolence towards Iran’s
Jews, recent incidents of uninvestigated
vandalism against the community are a
reminder of their vulnerability, especially
amid an escalation of tensions between
Iran and Israel. Jews in Iran have to keep
a low profile and avoid any outward
opposition to the regime.
Karmel Melamed, Iranian Jewish refugees
still not over pain of forced exile from Iran,
Times of Israel, May 18, 2015
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Mordecai Prayer
“Lord, we ask that You will raise a generation that will
become the Esthers and Mordecais who will not remain silent,
but will stand for truth and justice ‘for such a time as this’.
Lord, we ask you be with the people of Iran; for Jews and
Christians living under threat as well as those Iranians
opposed to the regime. Shield them and give them courage to
stand against the oppressor. In Your Name we come against
the regime’s evil schemes and their attempts to distort and
mislead. May You convict governments and world leaders in
the West of the need to stand up to the Iranian threat. We pray
especially that the UK will choose to stand with Israel and
not ally itself with those who yearn for Israel’s destruction.
We pray for the protection of Israel’s borders, for all those
defending Israel and living in Israel. Calm their fears and
give them Peace. We pray ‘for the peace of Jerusalem’.
May your presence rest on those who reside in Your City
and whoever comes to seek You there. Hear our cry for
mercy Lord. We thank and bless Your Name. Amen”

To join in prayer for this campaign and
other Israel-related matters, go to

www.cufi.org.uk/prayer

Operation Mordecai is Christians United
for Israel UK’s strategic plan to highlight
the threat from Iran to Israel and the West.
Through a range of actions, our primary
aim is to ensure Britain positions itself
on the right side of history by defending
Israel against the tyrannous Iranian
regime.
We have a message to Israel and all those
in Iran that are oppressed by the regime:

“We stand with you for
such a time as this;
you are not alone;
we will not stay silent.”

www.cufi.org.uk/OperationMordecai
/ChristiansUnitedforIsraelUK
@CUFI_UK

