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Introduction

Welcome to Christians United for
Israel UK’s eighth issue of the TORCH
magazine.
In this ‘bumper’ issue we give special
focus on the Centenary of the Balfour
Declaration, a letter sent by Britain’s
Foreign Secretary paving the way for the
eventual creation of the modern State
of Israel. It is right that we celebrate this
historic signing and especially Britain’s
role in supporting the founding of a
Jewish state. Furthermore, we give insight
into how Christian Zionism in Britain and
the relationship between Christians and
Jews had an impact on what happened
at a political level in 1917. We hope
that through this article you will see the
difference that can be made through
obeying God’s Word to stand with Israel
and the Jewish people.
It would have seemed a pipe dream to
think that one hundred years later, a

well-established
Israel would be
thriving in the way
it is today. For
example, we have
included two articles
revealing how Israel has brought hope
and relief to those suffering from recent
natural tragedies in Mexico and Texas.
Meanwhile, the need to stand with Israel
continues. Our CUFI Watch section
highlights three key issues relevant for
today: Iran, UNESCO and Hezbollah and
how the US and UK are responding.
We hope you enjoy this issue. Thank you
for your support for the work of Christians
United for Israel.

Des Starritt, Executive Director, CUFI-UK
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hristians believing that the Jewish
people have a right to live in their
ancient homeland is not a new
phenomenon. It has been an integral part
of teaching in the Church in Britain for
centuries.
By the time Lord Arthur Balfour, Britain’s
Foreign Secretary in 1917, penned one of
the most important documents in modern
history, pulpits up and down the British Isles
were already carrying a vision that one day
the Jewish people would return home.
The Church was instrumental in the story
of Britain’s support for the establishment
of the State of Israel. Its legacy bears
testimony to the importance of a Church
aligning itself with God’s heart for Israel
and just as significantly, the symbolic
strength of what happens when Christians
stand with the Jewish people.
The realisation that Britain should support
a Jewish national homeland stemmed from
the strengthening of faithful Bible teaching

that the Jews are God’s chosen people and
that their return to the Promised Land is a
fulfilment of Bible prophecy.
For example, Ezekiel 11:17 states,
“Therefore say, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD:
I will gather you from the peoples and
assemble you out of the countries where
you have been scattered, and I will give you
the land of Israel.”
Standing with Israel requires a simple act
of obedience. The Bible states clearly that
God has not forsaken Israel. Furthermore,
Christians owe a debt of gratitude to the
Jewish people for the treasured Scriptures
with which we base our faith.
Yet for centuries, sadly in the name of
Christianity, the Church was responsible
for some of the worst anti-Semitism
imaginable. Britain, and particularly
England, was not exempt from
responsibility for the brutal oppression of
Jews, the massacres, the blood libels or the
expulsions.

Getting back to the roots
Despite the shadow of Jew-hatred upon
England’s green and pleasant land, there
was still the silent presence of Christian
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Zionism. For example in 1587 Anglican
clergyman Francis Kett paid the ultimate
price for his support for the Jewish people.
For expressing his belief that the Bible
prophesied a return of the Jews to their
land, Kett, a Cambridge graduate, was
burned alive.
In the 17th Century, following the
Protestant Reformation, it became
common practice among Puritans to
anticipate and pray for the Jewish return to
their homeland.
When the Church re-connected to its
Judeo-roots, revelation of God’s special
purpose for Israel transformed Britain’s
spiritual landscape. It is the same today.
The Church, as indeed the nation, should
expect to see the outpouring of God’s
blessing upon it in accordance with God’s
promises. When Almighty God said “I
will bless them that bless thee”, it was a
promise that holds no expiration.
But it wasn’t only in the Church where
this vision was being harnessed. Many
Christians that became famous in their
fields such as William Wilberforce, Florence
Nightingale and Isaac Newton held onto
this promise also.
In his writings the famous scientist, Isaac
Newton, referred to the Jews returning
to their historic homeland. Remarkably,
a recent display of Newton’s diagrams
revealed detailed sketches of the Jerusalem

Temple that he believed would be rebuilt
upon the Jews return.
The emerging Christian Zionist movement
was not exclusive to one denomination in
particular. Nor was the Jews’ return based
on a single theology. Fundamentally, many
Christian revivalists and Bible teachers
in Britain in that period began to openly
support the vision of Jews returning to their
homeland.
There were Anglicans, such as Bishop
J C Ryle and Charles Simeon. Another
Anglican, John Newton, who was famous
for the hymn Amazing Grace; Baptists
such as Charles Spurgeon, John Gill and
John Rippon; Scottish Presbyterian, Samuel
Rutherford and Congregationalist, John
Owen, among others, supported this vision.
Charles Spurgeon wrote in 1864: “The
meaning of our text, as opened up by the
context, is most evidently, if words mean
anything, first, that there shall be a political
restoration of the Jews to their own land
and to their own nationality.”
Co-founder of the Methodist Church, John
Wesley, was one of many hymnists that
formed lyrics that were inspired by not just
a dream, but a promise based on the Bible:

“Send then Thy servants forth to call
the Hebrews home From west and
east, and south, and north. Let all the
wanderers come. Where’er in lands
unknown. Thy fugitives remain. Bid
every creature help them on. Thy holy
mount to gain.”
Meanwhile, the Church of Scotland sent
four of its ministers in 1839 to undertake a
trip through the heartland of Europe and
north Africa and finally to what was then

known as ‘Palestine’ to inquire whether
Jewish communities were “prepared to
return to Israel as prophesied in the Bible”.
One of these ministers, Alexander Keith,
noted “Greece was given to the Greeks…
give Judea to the Jews?”

Shaping the national climate
By the 19th Century, the restoration of the
Jewish people to their historic homeland
became a wide-spread expectation among
Christian Evangelicals. Britain’s stand with
Israel began with the Church and it was a
matter of time before Christians in politics
became instrumental advocates for a
Jewish homeland.
A key figure in this Victorian-era movement
was Lord Shaftesbury, who became the first
major politician to propose the resettling of
Jews in Palestine. As a committed Christian,
Shaftesbury not only saw political and
economic advantages, but saw it as the will
of God.
In July 1853, Shaftesbury wrote to Prime
Minister Aberdeen that Greater Syria was
“a country without a nation” in need of “a
nation without a country... Is there such a
thing? To be sure there is, the ancient and
rightful lords of the soil, the Jews!”
This is commonly cited as an early use
of the phrase, “A land without a people
for a people without a land” by which
Shaftesbury was echoing a term coined
by the aforementioned Scottish minister,
Alexander Keith.
In 1840, Lord Shaftesbury repeatedly
lobbied Prime Minister Lord Palmerston
calling for the “recall of the Jews to their
ancient land” and even took out a full-page
advert in The Times newspaper addressed
to the Protestant monarchs of Europe.
Lord Shaftesbury, like other Christian
evangelicals of his time, impacted their
generation by creating a climate of
opinion that would pave the way for the
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Balfour Declaration in the next Century.
Professing their love for the Jews, they
also transformed the Jewish-Christian
relationship.

A CHRISTIAN-JEWISH
FRIENDSHIP THAT
CHANGED HISTORY

D

ecades later, in 1896, a Jewish
journalist named Theodor Herzl,
who was born in Budapest, began to
promote his ideas of a Jewish homeland
in a book that would change the course of
history. Motivated by his concern about
the anti-Semitism he witnessed firsthand in central Europe, Herzl wrote Der
Judenstaat (The Jewish State), in which he
declared that the “homelessness of the
Jewish people must come to an end”.
With much opposition to his idea, Herzl
struggled to find a publisher in Austria, but
eventually found a Christian publisher who
agreed. The book was hugely successful,
but also controversial at the time.
Then one day, Herzl met an Anglican
clergyman, William Hechler. Born
to English-German parents, Hechler
discovered Herzl’s newly released book just
three months after publication. Hechler was
Chaplain of the British Embassy in Vienna
and became a close friend of Herzl because
of their shared passion for the Jewish
homeland. Having travelled in Russia,
Hechler had also witnessed atrocious
anti-Semitism in the form of the Tsarist
oppression of the Jews. Despite coming
from completely different backgrounds, it
was as if God was individually preparing
both men for the commission they were
about to undertake.

In pursuit of prophecy
Hechler became instrumental in assisting
Herzl by opening vital diplomatic doors.
CUFI.ORG.UK
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Through this remarkable friendship, Herzl,
who was described as shy at first, made his
way through the corridors of power leading
to the political conversion of many leaders
across the continent towards the idea of a
Jewish state.
Herzl’s diary entry reads,

Herzl, however, never got to see his dream
come to fruition. Lying on his death bed
at age 44, Herzl, whose heart was failing,
permitted only one visitor outside of his
immediate family – Hechler. The day
before his death he said to Hechler, “Greet
Palestine for me. I gave my heart’s blood
for my people.”

“The English clergyman Hechler came
to me in the afternoon in a state of great
excitement. He had been to the Burg,
where the German Kaiser arrived today,
and spoke to Dryander, the General
Superintendent, and another gentleman
from the Kaiser’s retinue. He strolled
through the city with them for two
hours and told them the contents of my
pamphlet, which greatly surprised them.

Herzl asked the Zionist movement and
the Jewish people not to forget the man
standing by his deathbed. The relationship
between these two great men reflects
the strengthening relationship that exists
today between Jews and Christians in the
UK. Furthermore, it demonstrates what
happens when Christians stand in solidarity
with the Jewish people and their right to the
Land of Israel.

He told them the time had come ‘to fulfill
prophecy.’”
It was noted that Hechler was “not only the
first, but the most constant and the most
indefatigable of Herzl’s followers”.
In 1897, Herzl did something incredible.
He brought together some 200 prominent
Jewish leaders from 17 countries in the First
Zionist Congress, held in Basel. Hechler
attended as part of an invited Christian
delegation to observe.

“Were I to sum up the Basel Congress
in a word”, said Herzl, “which I shall
guard against pronouncing publicly - it
would be this: At Basel I founded the
Jewish State. If I said this out loud
today l would be greeted by universal
laughter. In five years perhaps, and
certainly in fifty years, everyone will
perceive it.”
And he was right. 50 years later the Jewish
state was a reality.
Theodor Herzl
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BALFOUR AND BRITAIN’S
ZIONIST BREAKTHROUGH

A

Jewish homeland
would take courageous
politicians who were
prepared to repair an
historic wrong. And it would
be another friendship
between a Christian and a
Jew that would pave the
way.

to leave for Manchester
in 1904 to pursue the
Zionist idea. It was in this
northern industrial city that
he became a biochemist
and leader among British
Zionists.

The ground was ready
for a breakthrough. The
Christians of Britain no
longer needed convincing
about the idea of a Jewish
homeland. However,
Palestine was not Britain’s
land to give to the Jews as it
was ruled by the Turks.

In their first meeting in
1906, Balfour, who was at
the time Prime Minister
of Britain, raised with
Weizmann the idea that,
instead of Palestine, the Jews
be offered Uganda as a
homeland – something that
the Zionist leadership had
turned down three years
earlier. Their conversation
went as follows:

Fortunately, that didn’t stop
Britain from strategically
planning for a time when
the Ottoman Empire would
collapse.
British politician Arthur
Balfour was very interested
in the “people of the Book”,
especially having been
educated in the Bible since
childhood. Although not
reportedly overly religious,
he believed that the Jews
were a people to whom
Christians owed a great
debt.
As Prime Minister, Arthur
Balfour met a man named
Chaim Weizmann. Born
in Belarus, Weizmann was
inspired by Theodor Herzl
and dreamt of a Jewish
homeland in Zion. Herzl’s
death was a huge blow
to Weizmann leading him

Dreaming Big

“Mr Balfour, suppose I was
to offer you Paris instead of
London, would you take it?”
said Weizmann.
“But Dr Weizmann, we have
London”, replied Balfour.
“That is true,” Weizmann
said, “but we had Jerusalem
when London was a marsh”.
“Are there many Jews who
think like you?” asked
Balfour.
Weizmann replied, “I speak
the mind of millions of
Jews.”
Weizmann didn’t give up.
He formed a group of young
men from Manchester
providing him with the
CUFI.ORG.UK
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enthusiasm and abilities
to pursue the dream. Two
of these ambitious young
men were Simon Marks and
Israel Sieff, who were in the
process of turning Marks
& Spencer from a family
business into a nationwide
retail giant.

finalising wording of
what became known as
the Balfour Declaration,
unbeknown to them, Allied
forces won their first victory
in their campaign to liberate
Palestine from the Turks.
On 2 November 1917, the
day this news reached
London, Arthur Balfour wrote
his famous letter to Lord
Rothschild and the dream
of a Jewish homeland was a
step closer.

Weizmann described the
pair as the “David and
Jonathan” of British retail
and “young and energetic.
They were practical and
knew that work could not be
done without a budget”.
Strengthened by the support from his
band of motivated Manchester Zionists,
Weizmann advocated passionately for a
Jewish state and eventually met Arthur
Balfour again in 1915. It would be a worldchanging meeting.
Balfour was blown away by Weizmann’s
impassioned advocacy of the Zionist cause.
Weizmann reported that Balfour was
“moved to tears”.
In a remarkable contrast to nine years
earlier the former Prime Minister declared,

“It is not a dream, it is a great cause
and I understand it”.
The events that followed would change the
course of history.

A Miraculous Opportunity
In 1916, David Lloyd George became Prime
Minister and Balfour was appointed as
Foreign Secretary. Weizmann now had the
support of the key decision-makers in the
British government.
Geo-politics in the Middle East made a
“Zionist Palestine” attractive to the British
government. On 31 October 1917, the
moment the British War Cabinet were
8

“His Majesty’s government view with favour
the establishment in Palestine of a national
home for the Jewish people, and will use
their best endeavours to facilitate the
achievement of this object”
The following month the British army, led
by Field Marshall Allenby, marched into
Jerusalem and brought the home of Jewish
people under British rule.
Through the campaigning of Weizmann
and support from Balfour and LloydGeorge, it was a defining moment in
Britain’s support towards the establishment
of a Jewish home in their historic land.
Although British policy on the Jewish state
would waver considerably over the coming
decades, this achievement in 1917 gave the
concept a legitimacy that it never lost.
Thirty-one years later, the State of Israel
became a reality.
But the decision was not merely a political
issue. The establishment of the State of
Israel was reinforcing the legal entitlement
already given to the Jews by God.

“All the land that you see I will give to
you and your offspring forever.”
Genesis 13:15

CUFI.ORG.UK

WHY WE WILL BE CELEBRATING
THE BALFOUR DECLARATION

A

s God appointed Cyrus, King of
the Persian Empire, to facilitate
the return of the Jewish people to
Jerusalem after the first exile, Britain with
its Christian heritage and political interest
in her Eastern Empire, was miraculously
entrusted to restore God’s covenant
people to the Land promised to them.
The signing of the 1917 Balfour Declaration
signalled Britain’s support for the
establishment of a Jewish homeland in
what was then known as the territory of
Palestine.
After this new era of hope, however,
a change in government meant that
Britain’s treatment of Arabs and Jews,
political dealings with the Arab nationalist
movement and deceitfulness towards the
Jewish people, sadly prompted many Jews
to leave their ancient homeland in the
1930s and 1940s, with many settling in
Europe. This put many more Jews in harm’s
way and to compound this issue any Jews
attempting to escape Hitler’s regime were
turned away from the British Mandate of
Palestine and sent back by ship because of
another failed British policy.
The Holocaust that followed in mainland
Europe led to the death of six million Jews,
and while it would not have stopped the
Holocaust, there is a feeling among British
Christians that had Britain kept its promise
to the Jewish people, many lives could have
been saved.
Three years after the Holocaust ended,
on 14 May 1948, Israel declared its
independence a day before the British
mandate was set to expire. The creation
of the State of Israel was a fulfilment of
the Biblical promise that the Jewish people
would one day return to their homeland.

And it was the Balfour Declaration that
paved the way for this to happen.
One hundred years after the historic
signing of the Balfour Declaration, the
State of Israel is thriving. Israel stands as a
beacon of light in a very dark region of the
world. It has changed the world through
innovation and technology and stands as
the only true democracy in the Middle East
and it is the safest place for Christians in
the region.
However, Israel continues to face a very real
threat from terrorism that is undermining
its right to exist. Terror organisations
such as Hamas and Hezbollah, as well as
the leadership of Iran, want to see Israel
destroyed. Closer to home, anti-Israel
groups seek to delegitimise Israel through
the discriminatory Boycotts, Divestment
and Sanctions (BDS) movement.
In addition to this, there has been a
targeted campaign against the Balfour
Declaration and Britain’s support for Israel.
Last year, the Palestinian leadership asked
the Arab League for support in filing a
lawsuit against the British Government
for publishing the Balfour Declaration in
1917. Palestinian leader Mahmoud Abbas
then told the UN General Assembly that
Britain should apologise for the Balfour
Declaration.
Efforts to force an apology were not
merely directed at Britain’s role in the
establishment of the State of Israel,
but were intended to fundamentally
delegitimise Israel’s legal basis for
statehood. Yet more attempts to attack
Israel.
However, the anti-Israel ploys have been
in vain. In April, Foreign Secretary Boris

CUFI.ORG.UK
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Johnson supported his predecessor, Arthur
Balfour:

“The Balfour Declaration is an historic
statement for which HMG (her
Majesty’s Government) does not intend
to apologise. We are proud of our role
in creating the State of Israel.”
Prime Minister Theresa May also refused to
apologise, calling the Balfour Declaration
“one of the most important letters in
history”.
“It demonstrates Britain’s vital role in
creating a homeland for the Jewish
people,” May said. “It is an anniversary we
will be marking with pride.”
Britain has an opportunity this centenary
year to renew its support for Israel – to
make a stand for Israel and the Jewish
people without apology.

At CUFI, we also believe Christians have
a unique opportunity to stand with our
brothers and sisters in Israel and commit
to speak out whenever and wherever
necessary until the Jewish people are finally
living in peace and security.
The world needs people with courage like
Francis Kett, who stood by his convictions;
visionaries like Isaac Newton who
earnestly sought the mysteries of God;
faithful friends like William Hechler who
uncompromisingly stood with his Jewish
brother, and decisive leaders like Arthur
Balfour, who used his position to do what
was Biblically right.
Britain’s stand with Israel begins with all
of us.

Join Britain’s fastest growing
Christian Zionist movement.
Go to: www.cufi.org.uk/donate
Call: 01793 86 22 10
We are passionately defending Israel and the Jewish people
along with the Judeo-Christian values of our nation.
All partners of CUFI-UK receive
an exclusive lapel pin badge and a
personalised certificate of partnership
by setting up a monthly donation of
your choosing.

DAUGHTERS for ZION
CHRISTIANS UNITED FOR ISRAEL - UK

Benjamin Netanyahu with Boris Johnson at the desk in London’s Foreign Office on
which Arthur Balfour signed his famous 1917 declaration. Photo: 6 February, 2017
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Leah, who just happen to be patriarchs and
matriarchs of the Jewish people.”
He continued, “You won’t read about
that in the latest UNESCO report. But if
you want to, you can read about that in
a somewhat weightier publication — it’s
called the Bible.”
“I highly recommend it,” he said, before
jokingly adding, “I hear it even got 4 ½ out
of 5 stars on Amazon. And it’s a great read.
I read it every week.”
This is not the first time Netanyahu used
the Bible as a rebuttal to UNESCO’s revision
of history. In July, after the resolution was
passed, Netanyahu opened his weekly
cabinet meeting in Israel by reading aloud
Genesis 23:16-19, which documents the
sale of the land in Hebron to Abraham, the
father of the Jewish people.

NETANYAHU TURNS TO THE BIBLE
IN POWERFUL UN SPEECH

L

ater this year Benjamin Netanyahu
will become the longest serving
Israeli Prime Minister in history. Over
the years Netanyahu has woven Biblical
truth into his political messages, showing
he has a strong grasp of the plans and
purposes God has for Israel and the
threats against the Jewish state.
Famously, at the beginning of the school
year, Netanyahu gave a message to Israeli
school children, “First of all, the study of the
Bible,” he said. “This is the basis for why we
are here, why we have returned here, why
we stay here.”
Israel’s history, heritage and right to exist
are rooted in God’s Word, and it is this
message that he brought to world leaders
gathered at the United Nations General
10
8
12

Assembly in September – and it was exactly
the message they needed to hear.

Bible truth counters UNESCO lies
During his speech, Netanyahu challenged
the UN body for Education, Science and
Culture (UNESCO) for their revision of
history, saying: “In July, UNESCO voted on
a Palestinian led resolution which declared
the Tomb of the Patriarchs in Hebron as a
Palestinian World Heritage site.”
“That’s worse than fake news,” Netanyahu
said. “That’s fake history.”
“Mind you, it’s true that Abraham, the father
of both Ishmael and Isaac, is buried there,
but so too are Isaac, Jacob, Sarah, Rebecca
– Sarah is a Jewish name, by the way – and

CUFI.ORG.UK

“The connection between the Jewish people
and Hebron and the Tomb of the Patriarchs
is one of purchase and of history which
may be without parallel in the history of
peoples,” he said to his cabinet. “Of course
this did not prevent the UNESCO World
Heritage Committee last Friday from
passing yet another delusional resolution
which determined that the Tomb of the
Patriarchs, the same Cave of Machpelah, is
a Palestinian heritage site.”

The light of Israel will never be
extinguished
“Iran spreads this curtain of tyranny
and terror over Iraq, Syria, Lebanon and
elsewhere, and it pledges to extinguish the
light of Israel.”
“Today, I have a simple message for
Ayatollah Khamenei, the dictator of
Iran: The light of Israel will never be
extinguished.”
“Those who threaten us with annihilation
put themselves in mortal peril,” Netanyahu
continued. “Israel will defend itself with the
full force of our arms and the full power of
our convictions.”

Netanyahu’s hard-hitting reminder that
Iran will not succeed can be related to a
verse in 2 Samuel Chapter 21 in which
King David was saved by military leader
Abishai, who was also David’s nephew. The
phrase “quench the lamp of Israel” is also
translated “extinguish the light of Israel”.
In Job 18:5, 6 the extinction of the lamp
signifies the destruction of the family. King
David’s men, in their position as defenders
of Israel, recognised that David was the light
of Israel and in their wisdom ensured that
he didn’t re-enter battle in person. As his
friends, David’s men protected the “light of
Israel” as all true defenders of Israel do.
“But Abishai the son of Zeruiah came to
his aid, and struck the Philistine and killed
him. Then the men of David swore to him,
saying, “You shall go out no more with
us to battle, lest you quench the lamp of
Israel.” 2 Samuel 21:17
Throughout history there have been many
attempts to wipe out Israel and the Jewish
people from the face of the earth, but
thankfully – as God has promised – the light
of Israel has never gone out.

Israel is a light unto the Nations
Netanyahu closed with the powerful
reminder that Israel is a light unto the
nations when referring to Israel’s rising
prominence across the world, including how
Israel is contributing to aid and relief efforts
around the globe. “As the prophet Isaiah
said, “I have made you a light unto the
nations, bringing salvation to the ends of
the earth,” Netanyahu said.
“Today, 2,700 years after Isaiah spoke those
prophetic words, Israel is becoming a rising
power among the nations. And at long last,
its light is shining across the continents,
bringing hope and salvation to the ends of
the earth.”
Prime Minister Netanyahu is right. Israel
is a light unto the nations that is shining
brighter each day… and it NEVER will go
out.

CUFI.ORG.UK
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U.S. takes firm stand against
Iran, Hezbollah and UNESCO
In just one week in October,
the United States made
three significant policy
announcements that have
a direct impact on Israel,
signalling a new era of
support from the US. We
take a look in more detail
and how Israel and Britain
have responded.

De-certifying the
Iran nuclear deal
President Donald Trump
announced on 13 October
that he will de-certify the
Iranian nuclear deal as
part of a new and tougher
approach towards the
Islamic Republic.
“We cannot and will not
make this certification,”
Trump said. “We will not
continue down a path whose
predictable conclusion is
more violence, more terror
and the very real threat of
Iran’s nuclear breakout.”
While the decertification
stops short of pulling out
of the agreement, the
move sends the decision to
Congress to decide within 60
days whether to re-impose
sanctions originally lifted in
2016.
14

Prime Minister
Netanyahu reacted to
America’s announcement
saying, “I congratulate
President Trump for his
courageous decision today.
He boldly confronted Iran’s
terrorist regime.”
Netanyahu asserted that
“If the Iran deal is left
unchanged, one thing is
absolutely certain- in a
few years’ time, the world’s
foremost terrorist regime
will have an arsenal of
nuclear weapons and that’s
tremendous danger for our
collective future.”
“President Trump has just
created an opportunity to
fix this bad deal. To roll back
Iran’s aggression and to
confront its criminal support
of terrorism,” Netanyahu
continued.

“That’s why Israel embraces
this opportunity. And that’s
why every responsible
government, and any person
concerned with the peace
and security of the world,
should do so as well.”
A few days before the
US announcement, Theresa
May confirmed in a phone
call to Netanyahu the UK
was “committed” to the
deal.
A Downing Street
spokesperson said, “The
Prime Minister said the UK
remains firmly committed
to the deal and that we
believe it is vitally important
for regional security,” adding
that it was “important
that the deal is carefully
monitored and properly
enforced, and that both
sides deliver on their
commitments”.

The spokesperson said the
prime ministers “agreed that
the international community
needed to be clear-eyed
about the threat that Iran

poses to the Gulf and the
wider Middle East, and that
the international community
should continue working
together to push back

against Iran’s destabilising
regional activity”. The
two prime ministers also
discussed security cooperation and bilateral trade.

Pulling out of
UNESCO

a resolution denying Israel’s
rights to its own capital,
Jerusalem.

prepare Israel’s withdrawal
from the organization
alongside the United States.”

The US withdrawal will take
effect on 31 December, 2018.

In response to the US
decision, Downing Street
said, “The Government is
committed to continued
UK membership of Unesco
and to working with other
member states in support of
its important work.

On 12 October, the
US announced it was
withdrawing from UNESCO.
The US State Department
said: “This decision was not
taken lightly, and reflects
US concerns with mounting
arrears at UNESCO, the
need for fundamental
reform in the organisation,
and continuing anti-Israel
bias at UNESCO.”
Each year UNESCO adopts
around 10 resolutions
criticising only Israel. In May
this year voted in favour of

Sanctions upon
Hezbollah financing
On 10 October, the
US Senate passed the
Hezbollah International
Financing Prevention
Amendments Act of 2017,
which imposes added
sanctions on the Lebanese
terror group and its
affiliates, and targets foreign
governments, individuals
and companies that support
them.
Over 43,000 emails were sent
by CUFI supporters in the US
to their elected officials.
Meanwhile, also in October,
the State Department’s
counter-terrorism head

Prime Minister
Netanyahu welcomed
Trump’s decision to
withdraw from UNESCO,
saying, “This is a courageous
and moral decision because
UNESCO has become
the theatre of the absurd
and because, instead of
preserving history, it distorts
it.”
Netanyahu also instructed
the Foreign Ministry “to
told reporters that work to
counter Hezbollah is “every
bit as much a priority as
its work against Al Qaeda
and ISIS” amid concerns
Hezbollah is “determined” to
attack inside the US.
Amber Rudd told
London Mayor Sadiq Khan
that she won’t be giving a
running commentary on
whether she is considering
banning Hezbollah in its
entirety. The mayor of
London was said to be
“extremely disappointed”
at the home secretary’s
response.
Under the current law, she
said, police would have to be
clear that the “context and
manner” in which the flag

“The US relationship with
Unesco is a matter for them.”
Join our campaign calling
upon the UK Government to
pressure the UN to “stop the
Israel-bashing”: Go to
www.cufi.org.uk/UN
was displayed constituted
specific support for the
armed wing.
CUFI has written to Amber
Rudd explaining that the
Government’s present
approach is focused too
much on the use of the
flag and not on the terrorist
organisation behind the flag.
Britain has only banned its
“military” arm but not its
“political” wing meaning
there is a legal loophole.
Despite Hezbollah, by its own
admission, not differentiating.
Join over 13,000 supporters
calling upon Amber Rudd to
ban Hezbollah in its entirety.
Go to
www.cufi.org.uk/Hezbollah
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Israel thwarts ISIS terror
attack on the Temple Mount

Hamas and Fatah sign
reconciliation deal
Rival Palestinian factions Hamas and
Fatah have signed an agreement ending a
decade-long split following talks mediated
by Egypt in Cairo.

Israel’s security agency, The Shin Bet,
arrested three Israeli Arabs planning
a terror attack on the Temple Mount
modelled after last July’s shooting that
killed two border policemen and injured a
third.
The three suspects were followers of Islamic
State and residents of Umm al-Fahm, the
northern Israeli Arab town that was home
to the terrorists who carried out the July
attack.

Under the agreement, the Palestinian
Authority is to resume full control of
the Hamas-controlled Gaza Strip by 1st
December prompting Prime Minister
Netanyahu to call for Hamas to recognise
Israel and disarm.

Belgium suspends
Palestinian construction
projects

Son of Hamas founder stuns
Palestinians at the UN with
defence of Israel

The Belgium government has suspended
all Palestinian school construction
projects after the Palestinian Authority
renamed a school, built using Belgian
taxpayer’s money, after a Palestinian
terrorist who murdered 38 Israelis,
including 13 children.

Mosab Hassan Yousef, the son of Hamas
founder Sheikh Hassan Yousef, stunned
the Palestinian delegation to the UN
Human Rights Council when he called out
the PA’s human rights abuses of their own
people.

Belgium officials claim they had no
knowledge of the renaming of the
school and “unequivocally condemned
the glorification of terrorist attacks” and
“will not allow itself to be associated
with the names of terrorists in any way.”
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Yousef called the PA the “greatest enemy
of the Palestinian people.” He added, “If
Israel did not exist, you would have no one
to blame.”
Watch the video in full at
www.cufi.org.uk/news/watch-son-of-hamas

Interpol votes in “State of
Palestine” as full member
raising security concerns
The International Police Organisation
(INTERPOL) has voted in a secret ballot to
admit “Palestine” as a full member, in a
move that could undermine the credibility
of the organisation.

Labour Party Conference
marred by anti-Semitism
Accusations of anti-Semitism came back
to haunt the Labour Party after a fringe
meeting appeared to compare the
government in Israel to Nazi Germany.
The session also featured activists calling
for the Jewish Labour Movement and
Labour Friends of Israel to be “kicked
out” of Labour.
Jennifer Gerber, Labour Friends of Israel
director, said the comments made at
the meeting were “beyond disgraceful”.
She called for the Labour leadership
to “swiftly condemn those who seek to
bully pro-Israel and Jewish members out
of the party”.
Meanwhile, Jeremy Corbyn used his
keynote speech to speak out against “50
years of occupation” and “oppression of
the Palestinian people”.

Three Israelis killed near
Jerusalem by Palestinian
terrorist
A Palestinian terrorist on 26 September
shot and murdered three Israelis – two
security men and one Border Policeman
– and seriously wounded another security
guard in the community of Har Adar, just
north of Jerusalem.

Turkey has threatened to sever ties
with Israel if the Jewish state does not
withdraw its support for an independent
Kurdish state. Prior to the referendum,
Israel became the first nation to support
their independence.
The Israeli Judo team will not be
allowed to wear the Israel flag, nor
will Hatikvah be played if a competitor
wins a medal at the Grand Slam in Abu
Dhabi. In fact participants will not even
be representing Israel, but will have to
be neutral if they want to compete.
Sir Cliff Richard has completed a trip to
Israel in October where he performed
in Tel Aviv and helped promote peace
amongst Israel’s Jewish, Muslim and
Christian youth.
Dr Liam Fox MP has praised the UKIsrael trade relationship stating that
Israel will be a “key partner” in Britain’s
future as it exits the European Union.
A synagogue in Leeds was targeted by
anti-Semitic vandals that spray-painted
offensive terms and a swastika outside
the synagogue gates.
More than 60,000 pro-Israel supporters
from 80 countries marched through the
streets of Jerusalem to celebrate Sukkot
(the Feast of Tabernacles).
Leading up to the 2020 Olympic Games
in Tokyo, Japan is reportedly consulting
with Israel for assistance with counterterrorism efforts at the global sporting
event.

Get all the latest Israel news at
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GENERAL ALLENBY AND HIS
EXTRAORDINARY CHRISTMAS
PRESENT FOR BRITAIN

E

dmund Allenby was one of Britain’s
leading Generals in World War I
earning himself a knighthood for
his efforts on the Western Front. Allenby’s
most famous victories, however, took
place in the Holy Land.
During the latter part of the First World War,
General Allenby was sent to head up the
British expedition in Egypt. At first he saw
it as a demotion from his success against
Germany. Upon arriving in the Middle East,
however, his opinion quickly changed and he
realised the move was in fact inspired.
British Prime Minister Lloyd George asked
General Allenby “to take Jerusalem as a
Christmas present for the nation.” Allenby
set about that task and, being raised with a
strong Christian faith, saw the significance of
his efforts. Whilst his mission was defeating
the Turks, his conscience told him he had
to do so without damaging the holy city of
Jerusalem.
Allenby’s men were inspired as they pushed
towards Jerusalem, overwhelming the Turks.
Other forces joined under his ranks, including
soldiers from Australia, Canada and South
Africa. The decisiveness of Allenby’s victories
scared the Turks into retreat, which brings
us on to a rather comical story about
Jerusalem’s liberation.
It was the evening of 8 November 1917,
and a small regiment of the British army
had set up camp near Jerusalem. They
were the closest military unit to Jerusalem,
and unbeknown to them, the Turks were
retreating from the city.
The following morning officers in the camp
heard a cockerel crowing from a nearby
village so they sent their cook into the thick
morning fog to find some eggs for breakfast.
The cook was Private Murch, who was
described as “a miserable specimen”. His
clothes were “covered with grease and filth”,
he wore a misshapen helmet that was “at
least one size too small”, and his shoes were
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so worn that his “very big red toe” stuck out
of one of them.
Murch got lost, and after wandering through
the “wilderness”, climbing up and down
rocky hills and having repeatedly stubbed his
exposed big toe, the private decided to rest
for a few moments on a large rock at the
edge of a road. As he sat there puffing on a
cigarette his eye caught sight of something
unusual. Away in the distance a group of
people were carrying white banners on long
poles making their way towards him.
Before he knew it men, women and children
had gathered all around him in what he
described as “wild excitement”. They were
clapping, cheering and shaking his hand.
Suddenly, however, the noise quietened
down as a carriage drew up to him. A finely
dressed man stepped out and greeted him,
“You are a British soldier, are not you?” he
asked in broken English.
“I should say so,” replied Private Murch, in a
rich cockney accent.
“Where is General Allah Nebi?” enquired
the man, presumably meaning General
Allenby. “I want to surrender the city please.
‘Ere are ze keys; it is yours!” said the stranger,
producing a large bunch of keys.
“I don’t want yer city. I want some heggs for
my hofficers!” yelled the cook in disgust.
When Murch returned to camp his officers
demanded to know what he had been doing
for the last four hours.
As Murch described his run in with the
bunch of lunatics who tried to give him keys,
it dawned on the officers that “one of the
greatest events in the history of the world”
had just taken place.
When Murch came to the end of his story,
the colonel turned those gathered and said
quietly, “Gentlemen, Jerusalem has fallen”.
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The Turks had indeed abandoned Jerusalem
and the city was left undefended for the
British to liberate. The only problem was
that the “finely dressed man”, otherwise
known Hussein Bey al-Husayni, the Mayor of
Jerusalem, couldn’t find someone suitable to
hand the keys to.
The colonel seized the telephone and
informed Brigadier-General Watson. Watson
was the nearest general to Jerusalem, and
was “wildly excited” by the news. He was
determined to make a name for himself as
the man who liberated Jerusalem.
“Where’s my horse?” he shouted, “Saddle
him up immediately and tell the groom
to follow me”. He put on his best red cap
and within minutes was galloping madly to
Jerusalem, followed by an orderly on a mule.
Watson’s commanding officer, MajorGeneral John Shea, was notified by
telephone of the events taking place and on
hearing that Watson was going to accept
surrender immediately ordered, “Stop the
brigadier, I will myself take the surrender of
Jerusalem!”
It was too late. Watson was already en route
and was met by the mayor of Jerusalem and
a small crowd outside the Jaffa gate. Watson
triumphantly accepted the Mayor’s surrender
of the city and proudly returned to his camp.
On his return, however, Watson was told
that Major-General Shea was on his way
to accept the surrender and knew his only
option was to return the keys to the mayor.
He reluctantly did this and asked the mayor
to wait for Major-General Shea who would
be arriving shortly.
Major-General Shea drove into Jerusalem a
while later and was again warmly greeted
by a slightly larger crowd. The mayor once
again surrendered the city and both he and
the Major-General gave short speeches to
loud cheers from those gathered.
Shea’s first duty on returning to his
headquarters was to send a telegram to the
commander-in-chief, General Allenby, which
20

was worded as follows: “I have the honour
to report that I have this day accepted the
surrender of Jerusalem.”
By return came the message: “General
Allenby will himself accept the surrender
of Jerusalem on the 11th inst.; make all
arrangements.”
Alas, the keys to Jerusalem had to be
returned to the mayor once again.
Two days later, on 11 December 2017,
the commander-in-chief himself, Edmund
Allenby, accepted the keys to the city.
This time, when Allenby liberated Jerusalem,
the whole city was aware that the Turks
had left and the British had arrived, and
there was a proper official procession and
celebrations throughout the city to mark the
occasion.
Allenby’s entrance was also of significance.
He wanted to show the people of Jerusalem
that he was not coming to conquer the city,
but to liberate it. The Jaffa Gate was opened
for the first time in many years and Allenby
famously entered the city on foot.

His entry on foot was for three reasons.
Firstly, his gesture was one of respect
to Jesus, who had ridden a donkey into
the city. Secondly, Allenby wanted to
show the people of Jerusalem that he
came peacefully to liberate the city not
to conquer it. And thirdly, this was in
intentional contrast to Kaiser Wilhelm
II, who, visiting the Holy Land in 1898,
insisted on entering the Old City seated
on a white horse.
Both Allenby and Mayor al-Husayni gave
speeches outside David Citadel, a place
Allenby chose himself, and he was handed
the keys to the gates of the city.
Allenby had fulfilled his faithful mission in
Jerusalem. He had liberated the city without
a single shot being fired and presented the
people of Britain with a Christmas present
that would change the course of history.
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PALESTINIAN TERROR:
THE LIES, PROMISES AND
MOTIVATIONS

I

n late August, 17-year-old Qutayba
Ziad Zahran approached an Israeli
border policeman, pulled out a
knife and lunged at the officer. He was
immediately shot dead.
The media was quick to report the teen’s
death using words such as “allegedly” and
“according to Israel”, attempting to suggest
the teen was innocent, that he hadn’t carried
out a terror attack and that Israel killed him
in cold blood.
The truth, however, is that Zahran was a
terrorist. He carried out his attack for religious
reasons and he died willingly.
We know this because before Zahran carried
out the attack he wrote several messages to
his family on Facebook that give clear insight
into the ideology of Palestinian terrorists.
And you may be surprised to learn that
Zahran didn’t mention “Israeli brutality”
or “the occupation”. Instead he spoke of
“martyrdom”, “paradise” and “to make sure
that Allah’s word is the highest word”.

A RELIGIOUS
CONFLICT
This terrorist’s words counter what we are
told by many politicians and the media

who try to tell us that Palestinian terrorism
is “not about religion”. When terror strikes
the UK, Europe and America, this same
narrative continues. We are told that it is
Western actions that caused our people to
be slaughtered. Likewise, when Palestinian
terrorists stab innocent Israelis to death,
we are told that it was Israel’s actions that
caused the attack to happen.
This excuse is nonsense. It does not explain
why ISIS would target a country like the
Philippines, a nation that has neither invaded
another country nor participated in any wars
in the Middle East. It also doesn’t explain why
“Allah Akbar” is shouted by the terrorists.
After all, if religion has nothing to do with it,
why do the terrorists shout the name of a
religious deity as they carry out their attacks?
Whether we want to admit it or not, this is
a religious war. Islamic terrorists carry out
their attacks because they believe, with full
conviction, that they are carrying out the will
of Allah and doing what is commanded of
them in the Quran.
This evil ideology is what motivates Islamic
terrorists to kill innocent people on the streets
of Barcelona, London, Paris, Manchester, Nice,
Boston and Jerusalem (to name but a few).
Our politicians and the media do not want

CUFI.ORG.UK

17
21

to admit that the terror Israel faces from the
Palestinians is the same terror we face in the
West. However, when Qutayba Ziad Zahran
drew his knife and attacked the policeman in
Israel, he was following that exact same hatefilled ideology as the three Islamic terrorists
who pulled out knives and stabbed people to
death on London bridge.

In Zahran’s letter to his family, he told
his father “I have achieved my wish
and I am about to die a martyr for the
sake of Allah, I have left this mortal
world, rushing to the immortal life
in paradise where I will meet Allah’s
chosen prophet… because martyrdom
has called upon me after I have been
wishing to obtain it for a while.”
To his mother he asked “sacrifice me for
Allah’s reward” and said not to cry, but
instead to “utter trilling cries of joy because
this is your martyr son’s wedding”.
He also gave his mother his three reasons for
carrying out the attack. To “die fighting for
the sake of Allah, to make sure that Allah’s
word is the highest word, and to take
revenge for the martyrs of Palestine”.

THE ‘REWARDS’
OF TERROR
He then went on to state the promises of the
Quran, saying, “The prophet promised that a
martyr will intercede for the benefit of 70 of
his family members.”
We often hear of the “72 virgins”, but the
religious texts of Islam also promise that a
terrorist’s whole family will be allowed entry
to paradise because of the actions of the
‘martyr’.
In the Israel-Palestinian conflict, a popular
phrase to describe the difference between
the two sides is that “the Israelis love life, but
the Palestinians love death”. Surprisingly,
20
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this phrase is uttered many times by the
Palestinians themselves. When a person
believes they will enter paradise through
martyrdom, or “death for Allah”, it is not
hard to understand why they long for and
celebrate death. This is why many parents of
martyrs are filmed handing out sweets and
celebrating after their child is killed. They are
joyful because they believe they, their children,
and indeed 70 members of their family, are
now guaranteed paradise.

of the Palestinian leadership’s payments to
terrorists is not about freedom, but about
the destruction of Israel. The more they can
damage Israel the better.

On top of an eternal paradise, Palestinian
terrorists are also promised earthly rewards.

In fact Palestinian President Mahmoud
Abbas made a vow in July. His exact words
were: “Even if I will have to leave my position,
I will not compromise on the salary (rawatib)
of a Martyr (Shahid) or a prisoner, as I am
the president of the entire Palestinian people,
including the prisoners, the Martyrs, the
injured, the expelled, and the uprooted.”

BELIEVING THE LIES

The Palestinian payments to terrorists is no
secret. It is well documented, spoken about
openly and, as you can see, it will not stop.
And yet Western governments continue to
send tens-of-millions to the PA every year.

When Palestinian teenagers willingly sacrifice
themselves for Allah, it proves that the
brainwashing is working. And every terror
attack is a benefit to the Palestinian cause
and a blow to Israel. The media chalks it
up as another Palestinian child killed by
Israel, despite the fact the Israelis were just
defending themselves. As fear grips Israelis
who have suffered yet another attack,
celebrations take place as the martyr’s body
is paraded through the streets to inspire the
next generation, a ceremony largely ignored
by the media. And although Palestinian
leaders condemn the violence when speaking
to world leaders, to their own people they
praise the “heroic actions” of the martyr and
“welcome every drop of blood spilled”.

According to Palestinian law, terrorist
prisoners serving time in Israeli jails and
families of assailants killed while carrying out
attacks against Israelis are eligible to receive
stipends (fixed monthly payments) and other
benefits.
This salary is extremely generous in the
Palestinian territories. Whereas a school
teacher in the so-called West Bank will
earn around £200 per month and a skilled
labourer will earn around £320 per month,
an imprisoned Palestinian terrorist can
receive up to £2,300 per month. If the terrorist
dies a martyr, this salary is transferred to the
family.
According to the Middle East Media Research
Institute (MEMRI), there is an additional
£61 monthly supplement for terrorists from
Jerusalem and a £101 monthly supplement
for Arab Israeli terrorists. This additional
incentive is given because the Palestinian
Authority knows that an attack from within
is much more painful than an attack from
outside.
When Israelis hear of an attack in Judea and
Samaria (the so-called West Bank), it seems
more distant than if the attack happens in
the heart of their capital, Jerusalem. Likewise
if the attack comes from their Muslim
neighbour, it is much more shocking than if
it is a foreign Palestinian. Ultimately the aim
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In the past five years the Palestinian
Authority (PA) has paid more than
£1 billion to terrorists. What’s more,
they even openly admit it, and despite
international pressure, they will never
stop paying.

A PALESTINIAN ‘HERO’
Aside from the healthy salary, another
incentive for Palestinian terrorists is the title of
‘martyr’, one of the highest honours in Islam.
A martyr’s funeral procession sees the body
of the “hero” paraded through the streets
as crowds praise their achievement and
celebrate their “journey to paradise”… or at
least, that is what they believe.
Going back to Zahran, his Facebook profile
showed that one of his other incentives
was to be seen as a hero. In one particular
message, shared a couple of weeks before
his death, Zahran shared a picture of a
terrorist’s funeral with a body covered in a
Palestinian flag being carried down the street
by a crowd of gunmen and the words “How I
long for a procession like this”.

Zahran was born and raised in a society that
praises terrorists as heroes above athletes,
doctors and firemen. For example, a school
in his town was recently named after a
terrorist who masterminded the Munich
Massacre, in which 11 members of the
1972 Israeli Olympic team were murdered
in Germany. Palestinian terrorists are
immortalised when schools and streets are
named after them and when children sing
songs about them at school.

Qutayba Ziad Zahran, like many young
Palestinians, was manipulated and lied
to from birth to martyrdom. A tactic the
Palestinian leadership has enforced in every
area of society and used for decades.

The world needs to wake up to the truth
behind this conflict. Palestinians are being
brainwashed into hating Israel and the Jewish
people. The lies they are fed along with the
promises of paradise, fortune and fame
mean that, for now at least, peace seems
distant for Israel.

CUFI.ORG.UK

23

Another remarkable story came from a
congregant of the same church, Adrian,
whose house was badly damaged in the
floods. A small team of ZAKA volunteers
went with him as he saw his home for the
first time almost a week after the storm.
“The moisture had turned the house into a
swampland,” Adrian said in a video filmed
by a ZAKA volunteer. The video showed
piles of books and belongings from Adrian’s
house that were totally destroyed. But
something did survive the storm, Adrian’s
prized library of Jewish inter-linear Hebrew/
English study texts and Bibles.

“All my secular books were destroyed,
but the pages of these books are
still dry, still usable and without any
mould,” the grateful Adrian said.

WHEN JEWS AND CHRISTIANS HELPED
EACH OTHER AFTER THE FLOODS
“Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!”
Psalm 133:1

I

n late August, a series of hurricanes
struck America and caused widespread
destruction and flooding.

Gulf Meadows Church was one of many
that had their building devastated by
Hurricane Harvey. The first people to come
to the church’s aid was a team of volunteers
from ZAKA, an Israeli Orthodox Jewish
charity.
The church is pastored by Joe and Becky
Keenan and when the Israeli team arrived,
Becky said, “We are blessed and privileged
to number one have anybody come from
Israel, but secondarily to have religious
people come with shoulder to shoulder
help, we are honoured beyond belief.”
24

You see, unbeknown at the time to the
Israeli volunteers, Joe, Becky and their
church are extremely supportive of Israel.
In fact, the church hosted CUFI’s first ever
Hispanic ‘A Night to Honour Israel’ back in
2011 in which CUFI Founder, Pastor Hagee,
addressed 1000 Christians and 100 Jews
who had gathered in support of Israel.
The Chairman of ZAKA, Yehudi MeshiZahav said the team were more than
happy to help their Christian friends in
America especially because of the high level
of support for Israel in the area. He also
recognised the Pastors found it “particularly
meaningful” that it was “a team from the
Holy Land” that came to help the church in
their time of need.
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Adrian said he studies the texts to better
understand the Jewish people, to seek
“cohesion between Jewish and Christian
communities. We are trying to build a
bridge here.”
Bridges were indeed being built. Not only
were Jews helping Christians, but Christians
were also helping Jews.
One example was when Joel Osteen, Pastor
of Lakewood Church in Houston, opened his
church building to the Jewish congregation
of Beth Yeshurun in Meyerland. They could
not use their synagogue because Hurricane
Harvey flooded almost every room of it.

The high holidays were coming up, the
most important time of year for the
Jewish people, and for the first time in the
synagogue’s 60 year history, more than
4,000 Jewish people had nowhere to attend
services for Rosh Hashanah and Yom
Kippur.
Joel and Victoria Osteen offered their
16,000+ seat Lakewood Church to be used
while the synagogue was undergoing
repairs. The church even moved and
cancelled its own events to accommodate
their Jewish neighbours.
“This is what it’s all about, being friends,
being neighbours, being brothers and
sisters,” Osteen told the Jewish congregants
at the first meeting they held in his
church. “It’s interesting how God can take
something negative and turn it around and
somehow bring good out of it.”
Rabbi David Rosen expressed his gratitude
saying, “I cannot thank Joel Osteen enough
for his sensitivity and his encouragement.
It’s a reaffirmation of the beautiful spirit of
collegiality and interfaith conversation we
have here in Houston.”
It is wonderful to see Christians and Jews
working together, especially in an area
where so many of those in need are
supportive of the Jewish state. The ZAKA
team remarked at how many people were
surprised and blessed to discover that their
help had come from Israel - the tiny Jewish
state that is always ready to help during
times of trouble.

Israeli volunteers with Adrian and his Hebrew-language books
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streets as crowds applauded their arrival.
Their presence was clearly appreciated, just
as it had been 32 years earlier.
During their time in Mexico, the Israeli team
engaged in efforts to find trapped survivors
and locate missing people. The team also
surveyed 158 buildings including hospitals,
schools, kindergartens, and government
offices to find whether they remained
structurally sound after the quake - vital
work to ensure no more lives were lost from
building collapses.

ISRAEL HELPS AFTER MEXICO
EARTHQUAKES

T

he 19th day of September is
ominous for many Mexicans. On 19
September 1985, Mexico was struck
by its worst ever natural disaster, an 8.0
magnitude earthquake that killed around
10,000 people. In the aftermath of that
earthquake Israel was there to help with
search and rescue operations, an act the
country has not forgotten.
At the beginning of September this year,
Netanyahu made his first ever visit to
Mexico. It was in fact the first time an Israeli
Prime Minister had ever visited the country.
During his time, the relationship between
the two countries was strengthened.
On 19 September 2017, just two weeks after
Netanyahu’s visit, Mexico commemorated
the 1985 earthquake by holding memorials
throughout the country and taking part in
a national earthquake drill. Just two hours
after the drill, the country was rocked once
more by a 7.0 magnitude earthquake that
claimed the lives of 370 people, including
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dozens of children who were killed when
their school collapsed.
Prime Minister Netanyahu was one of the
first leaders the Mexican President called to
ask for help. The Israeli PM was more than
happy to oblige.

When the Israeli team returned to Israel
they were welcomed with a ceremony.
Netanyahu told the soldiers they were “the
long arm of Israel, the long humanitarian
arm that reaches around the world, across
thousands of kilometers, and you show the
true face of the State of Israel.”
Holding back tears, the Mexican
Ambassador also spoke, saying, “On behalf
of the people of Mexico, I thank you from
the bottom of my heart. With your hard
and tireless work, with your dedication,
with your great accomplishments, but also
with your generosity, with your smiles, with
your kindness, you conquered the heart of
Mexico. You conquered the heart of the
Mexican people.”

On Netanyahu’s orders the Israel Defense
Forces (IDF) sent 71 soldiers from the
IDF’s Home Front Command, made up
of structural engineers, surveyors and
search and rescue personnel. They flew to
Mexico during Rosh Hashanah, with the
IDF chief rabbi granting the team special
dispensation to travel during the holidays,
which is usually prohibited under religious
law.
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Magazine for free
CUFI.ORG.UK/SUBSCRIBE
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Despite the distance and the Jewish holiday,
the Israeli team was the first foreign aid
team to land in Mexico City.
When they arrived, the Israelis were greeted
with cheers. A video shows the Israeli team
walking through Mexico City’s damaged
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Add your name to our declaration

www.iambalfour.org

What was the
Balfour Declaration?
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The Balfour Declaration, published on 2 November
1917, was a letter addressed by Foreign Secretary Arthur
James Balfour to the Zionist Federation that proclaimed
Britain would support the establishment of “a national
home for the Jewish people”. This declaration paved the
way for Israel to be reborn as a nation.
CUFI.ORG.UK

