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‘WONDER WOMAN’
AT THE UN
10 THINGS YOU NEED
TO KNOW ABOUT
HEZBOLLAH

SIR ROGER MOORE’S
SPECIAL ‘BOND’
WITH ISRAEL

Introduction
Welcome to Christians United for
Israel UK’s seventh issue of the TORCH
Magazine.
In this issue we look at the “Wonder
Women” who are fighting Israel’s corner
on the world stage. The first, Ambassador
Nikki Haley, is actively challenging the
anti-Israel nature of the United Nations
and is bringing about a real change at
the global body. The second is Gal Gadot,
the proud Israeli and ex-IDF soldier who
is winning the hearts of millions around
the world playing the role of Wonder
Woman in the blockbuster action movie
this summer.
In the aftermath of recent terror attacks
in Britain our article “Enough is Enough”
asks why there is so little mention of God
and how the Church must raise its voice
during this time. CUFI supporters are
doing just that with more than 10,000

within two weeks
signing our petition
to ban Hezbollah in
the UK; please see
page 10 for more
information.
Also in this issue of TORCH we look
at how Israel celebrated 50 years of
Jerusalem’s reunification, President
Trump’s recent visit to Israel, Sir Roger
Moore’s special “bond” with Israel. In our
CUFI Watch we look at some of the latest
news including the anti-Israel Al Quds
celebrations in Iran and London.

Des Starritt, Executive Director, CUFI-UK
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or many people that support Israel,
‘Nikki Haley’ is becoming a familiar
name. After her appointment as the
US Ambassador to the United Nations,
Haley has been shaking up how the UN
goes about its business, especially in the
Israel-bashing department.
President Trump chose Ambassador Haley
for the role specifically because of her proIsrael stance, along with her track record of
making things happen.
As Governor of South Carolina she led
the way in countering the anti-Israel
Boycotts, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS)
movement. In 2015 South Carolina was the
first state to pass a law banning state funds
going to companies engaged in anti-Israel
boycotts and Nikki Haley personally signed
the bill into law.
Ambassador Haley gave her first
press conference in her new role after
experiencing a UN Security Council (UNSC)
meeting first-hand. Describing what she
had just witnessed as “very strange”:

“The security council is supposed to discuss
how to maintain international peace
and security, but in our meeting on the
Middle East, the discussion was not about
Hezbollah’s illegal buildup of rockets in
Lebanon, it was not about the money
and weapons Iran provides to terrorists, it
was not about how we defeat ISIS, it was
not about how we hold Bashar al-Assad
accountable for the slaughter of hundreds
of thousands of civilians, no, instead, the
meeting focused on criticising Israel, the
one true democracy in the Middle East.”
“I am new around here, but I understand
that that’s how the council has operated
month after month for decades.”
And then she dropped the bombshell.
“I’m here to say that the United States will
not turn a blind eye to this anymore. I am
here to underscore the iron-clad support
of the United States for Israel. I am here to
emphasis the United States is determined
to stand up to the UN’s anti-Israel bias.”
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As you can imagine, her words were a
much needed shock to the UN system.
Headlines such as, “Haley’s Comet hits the
UN” and “Nikki Haley puts UN on notice”
were circulated in the press. And Israel
breathed a sigh of relief; their number one
ally in the world was back on their side.
The story of Nikki Haley doesn’t end there.
While her first address was a much needed
wakeup call, Ambassador Haley continues
to raise important issues and bring about
change at the UN. In her own words, here
are a few ways the UN is changing.
“The power of your voice is an amazing
thing,” she said, “Changing the culture
of the UN is very important… we start to
change the culture to what we should be
talking about, and then we actually act on
what we say.”
“I wear heels. It’s not for a fashion
statement. It’s because if I see something
wrong, we’re going to kick them every
single time.”
“So how are we kicking? We’re kicking by,
number one, putting everybody on notice,
saying that if you have our back - we’re
going to have the backs of our friends, but
our friends need to have our back too. If
you challenge us, be prepared for what
you’re challenging us for, because we will
respond.”
“The next thing we did was we said, the
days of Israel-bashing are over. We have
a lot of things to talk about. There are a
lot of threats to peace and security. But
you’re not going to take our number one
democratic friend in the Middle East and
beat up on them.”
“And I think what you’re seeing is they’re all
backing up a little bit. The Israel-bashing is
not as loud. They didn’t know exactly what
I meant outside of giving the speech, so we
showed them.”
“So when they decided to try and put a
4

Palestinian in one of the highest positions
that had ever been given at the U.N., we
said no and we had him booted out. That
doesn’t mean he wasn’t a nice man. That
doesn’t mean he wasn’t good to America.
What it means is, until the Palestinian
Authority comes to the table, until the U.N.
responds the way they’re supposed to,
there are no freebees for the Palestinian
Authority anymore.”
“So then they tested us again. And a
ridiculous report, the Falk Report, came
out… [that] compares Israel to an
apartheid state. So the first thing we do is
we call the secretary general and say, this
is absolutely ridiculous. You have to pull it.
The secretary general immediately pulled
the report. And then the director has now
resigned.”
“For anyone that says you can’t get
anything done at the UN; they need to
know there’s a new sheriff in town.”

How bad is the UN’s
anti-Israel bias?
THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL
ASSEMBLY (UNGA)
This is the main body of the UN where
every nation votes equally on every issue.
From 2012 to 2015, the UNGA adopted 97
resolutions criticising individual countries;
83 of which were against Israel (86%).
Last year the UNGA passed 20 of the 26
country specific resolution against Israel
(77%). To put that in perspective, there
were 20 resolutions against Israel in 2016
and just 6 resolutions for the rest of the
world combined.
THE UNITED NATIONS HUMAN RIGHTS
COUNCIL (UNHRC)
The UNHRC is comprised of 47 UN
member states. These countries are
chosen by secret ballot and serve on the
Council for a three year term. All UNHRC
meetings feature 10 items. Agenda Item
7 is permanent and mandates the debate

What is the UN and
why is it anti-Israel
The United Nations was established in 1945,
at the end of World War II, for the express
purpose of preventing the outbreak of war
and averting another world war. The UN
has a mandate to preserve and enhance
human freedom and tolerance around the
world and is best described as a “world
parliament”, where every member country
has an equal vote.
By 1949 the UN consisted of 58 member
countries and displayed a clear democratic
and pro-Western orientation. It was at this
time that the global body recognised the
newly established Jewish state of Israel and
agreed the borders between Israel and the
Palestinian territories.
Today the United Nations has grown to

of alleged Israeli human rights abuses
against the Palestinians. No other nation
has a standing agenda item such as this.
All other human rights abuses around the
globe are dealt with under Agenda Item
4. From its creation in June 2006 through
to June 2016, the UNHRC adopted 135
resolutions criticising specific countries; 68
out of those 135 have been against Israel
(slightly more than 50%).
THE UNITED NATIONS WORLD HEALTH
ORGANISATION (WHO)
For one week every year, the UN World
Health Assembly, the decision-making
body of the WHO, meets to formulate
global health policy where resolutions
are adopted to address global health
issues. There is one exception, the annual
resolution entitled “Health conditions
in the occupied Palestinian territory,
including east Jerusalem and in the
occupied Syrian Golan”. This resolution
singles out Israel for condemnation. No
other country is condemned by the World
Health Organisation other than Israel.

193 member countries. These countries
represent a diverse mix of governments,
cultures and ideologies. More than half
of these countries are not free, many
are dictatorships, some are Islamic and
almost all the countries that fall into these
categories are anti-Israel.
Israel is repeatedly singled out at the
United Nations because more countries
in the UN are anti-Israel position than a
pro-Israel. And, no matter how large, small,
powerful, weak, free or restrictive a country
is, each one has an equal vote.
The only body where countries have a
greater say is at the UN Security Council
(UNSC) where the five permanent members
of the council (Russia, USA, UK, France and
China) have “power of veto”, meaning they
can cancel out a vote if they disagree with
it. These countries have this privilege mainly
because they have the largest arsenals of
nuclear weapons.

THE UNITED NATIONS EDUCATIONAL,
SCIENTIFIC AND CULTURAL
ORGANISATION (UNESCO)
Each year UNESCO adopts around 10
resolutions criticising only Israel. UNESCO
does not criticise any other UN member
state in a country-specific resolution.
This means 100% of all country specific
resolutions are against Israel. There is only
one exception to this rule; in 2013, under
pressure from campaign groups, UNESCO
adopted one resolution against Syria.
THE UNITED NATIONS SECURITY
COUNCIL (UNSC)
The UNSC is relatively free from Israel
condemnation. This is due to the United
States having “power of veto” in the
council and have vetoed many antiIsrael resolutions throughout the years.
Some have been allowed to pass with
the most recent being UNSC Resolution
2334 in December last year, which was
seen as a stab in the back by the Obama
administration against Israel.

CUFI.ORG.UK

5

performing at the One Love Concert in
Manchester, an emotional Bieber stood on
the stage before the screaming fans, guitar
slung over his shoulder and spoke of God’s
love in front of the fifty thousand crowd.

“Enough is enough”
But why is the Church silent?

”

E

nough is enough”. That was the
conclusion expressed by the Prime
Minister following the terror attack
at London Bridge on 3 June. And she is
right. Whether or not you agree with her
policies for resolving the present terror
threat, her words give recognition to the
new era that is upon us. We all know
something has to change; we just can’t
agree on what.
Our reaction to the recent attacks have
been varied, from vigils to intense political
debate; solidarity speeches to fund-raising
concerts. But through it all our nation seems
to have missed mentioning someone in our
nationwide reflections – God.
He isn’t absent. But at a time of such
national crisis, He is given little mention. And
the Church is almost silent.
Historically, during some of our darkest
days as a nation, the Church has presented
a message of hope for a country in need
of answers. Such a time was during World
War II when it was not only the Church, but
our national leaders that called out to God
for wisdom in response to the crisis that the
country faced.

6

Where are the God-fearing national
leaders today?
In response to the London attack,
Archbishop Welby spoke of faith leaders
needing to take responsibility for countering
the religious justification for atrocities
committed in their name adding that
Christians have had to do the same. He
highlighted the problem of Islam not having
someone similar to a pope or bishop to go
to. He also commended the “extraordinary
level” in which “every significant Muslim
leader we know” condemned the attack.
In a separate interview, he expressed
concern over a backlash against the Muslim
community.
The Archbishop’s comments cannot be
dismissed. After all, we have subsequently
seen the dreadful attack outside a London
mosque by someone seemingly taking
revenge against the Muslim community.
But what was strikingly missing in the days
following Manchester and London was any
public mention of God.
Instead, it took the unlikely figure of popstar
Justin Bieber to do something no religious
or political leader is yet to do. Before
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“I’m not going to let go of hope.
I’m not going to let go of love. I’m
not going to let go of God. Put your
hand up if you’re not going to let
go,” he said with tears in his eyes.
“God is good in the midst of the
darkness. God is good in the midst
of the evil. God is in the midst, no
matter what’s happening in the
world, God is in the midst and he
loves you and he’s here for you.”
Bieber’s words were like a pouring of
fragrance upon the crowd of mainly young
people so desperately in need of hope and
comfort. But not only were Bieber’s words
pertinent for the times, they were actually
profound. Because what he had just done,
knowingly or inadvertently, was to give a
much-needed redefinition of “Love” for
Manchester. For Bieber, God’s love was
the message Britain needed more than
anything.
The Church is well placed to present this
same message, but is currently leaving it to
the pop idols to do it for us. Bieber should
be commended, because he made a subtle
distinction that the love demanded at the
Manchester concert is incomplete unless
it is drawn from the God who is “good in
the midst of evil” and “good in the midst of
darkness”.
Bieber alluded to a Biblical truth. This current
problem is indeed a battle between good
and evil. Light and darkness. Here are three
other biblical truths that the Church must be
defining at this time:

CALL OUT WHAT IS EVIL
Romans 12:9 states “Let love be without
hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil. Cling to what is
good.” The Church needs to call out evil for
what it is. This sounds a simple endeavour
except we are warned in Isaiah 5:20, “Woe
to those who call evil good, and good evil;
Who substitute darkness for light and light
for darkness…”
The current crisis facing Britain requires
a moral clarity in confronting the evil
ideology behind the terror. The effect, like
that seen in Manchester, makes no sense
to us whatsoever, but the cause does. The
Jihadist’s motive, which is a religious one, is
clearly stated and it is pro-active. The Church
must intervene in these times of confusion
and be faithful to reject evil and proclaim
what is right. When we understand the
nature of this evil ideology we realise that
this is a battle that cannot be won by
political strategy alone.
PRAY FOR WISDOM
The Bible commands us to pray for our
leaders. In James 3:15-17 we read a
comparison between a wisdom that is
“earthly” and a wisdom that is “from
above”. It is a stark reminder that there is in
fact a wisdom of this world that is counterproductive and in some cases destructive.
Let us pray that our national leaders have
wisdom that is from above, after all, we read
elsewhere to “set our minds on things above,
not on things on the earth” (Colossians 3:2).
Earthly wisdom is not sufficient in this crisis.
In fact it should be avoided.
PRESENT THE HOPE
Psalm 33:18 states “Blessed is the man who
trusts in the Lord, And whose hope is the
Lord.” At a time of such national uncertainty,
where shall we turn? Those that trust in the
God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob have a
hope that is certain and steadfast.
Enough is enough. Church arise and make
this hope known.

CUFI.ORG.UK
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the eternal undivided capital of the Jewish
people.
One of the highlights of the celebrations was
when some of Israel’s most famous singers
performed “Jerusalem of Gold” from King
David’s citadel. The song describes Jerusalem
as being desolate, with its fountains and
wells drying up, but finishes with the Jewish
people returning to Jerusalem and the city
bursting with life once more. The chorus
reads:

Yerushalaim all of gold
Yerushalaim, bronze and light
Within my heart I shall treasure
Your song and sight.

Israel celebrates 50
years since Jerusalem’s
Reunification

W

hen Israel declared
independence in 1948, the
fledgling Jewish state was
immediately attacked. The brave Israeli
forces fought against all odds to repel the
invading forces, however, the eastern part
of Jerusalem was captured by Jordan and
the city was divided.
For 19 years, access to the holy sites of
the Old City was severely restricted by the
Jordanian military. However, on 7 June 1967,
one day into what would become known as
the Six Day War, Israeli forces recaptured the
Old City, reunifying Jerusalem.
June marked 50 years since the Reunification
of Jerusalem, and Jews and Israelis around
the world celebrated the occasion.
A notable start to the celebrations was when
Israeli Culture Minister Miri Regev took the
red carpet at the Cannes film festival in
France wearing a “Jerusalem Dress”. The
dress was made of gold and white fabric, to
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represent the “City of Gold”, and featured a
skyline of some of Jerusalem’s most iconic
structures. As expected, Miri’s dress drew
both praise and criticism, but there is no
denying it made a bold statement for all to
see.
While Miri’s “Jerusalem Dress” was
impressive, it was Jerusalem itself that
received the greatest makeover for the
occasion. The city was alive with shows,
tours, concerts, parades, ceremonies and
exhibitions taking place for a week of
celebrations as Jews from around the world
journeyed to their holy city to celebrate.
The Old City was quite literally dressed for
the occasion. Videos and art celebrating the
city were projected onto the ancient walls.
The night’s sky was lit up with fireworks
and light displays, using some clever Israeli
ingenuity to write “50” and “Jerusalem”
in the sky using lit up drones. These words
were like banners flying above Israel’s capital
declaring to the world that Jerusalem is

CUFI.ORG.UK

This prophetic song was written in 1967,
just a few short months before Jerusalem’s
reunification. When the soldiers liberated
Jerusalem and reached the Western Wall,
they sang out the words of Jerusalem of
Gold. The song remains a core part of the
Jewish identity, expressing their love for their
holy city in the land God gave them.
During this final ceremony both President
Reuven Rivlin and Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu addressed the crowd.
“We have not occupied, we have
liberated,” Netanyahu told those gathered
at the foot of the Tower of David. “I say to
the world in a calm, clear voice: Jerusalem
was and always will be the capital of
Israel.”
The prime minister underlined in his remarks

that the Western Wall and the Temple
Mount – the holiest sites in the Jewish
faith – “will always remain under Israeli
sovereignty.”
Since its liberation 50 years ago, Jerusalem
has been open to all people under the safety
of its rightful owner, Israel.
President Reuven Rivlin said, “sometimes
I hear them talking about ‘the Jerusalem
problem’. Jerusalem is not a problem.
Jerusalem is the solution.”

Sign-up to our

WEEKLY NEWS ROUND-UP
with the latest on Israel
and anti-Semitism in the UK and
Europe straight to your inbox.

Visit www.cufi.org.uk/subscribe
CUFI.ORG.UK
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1.

Known as “Party of Allah”, Hezbollah wants to establish an Islamic
government across the Arab world that will “liberate” Jerusalem.

2.

From the inception of Hezbollah to the present, the elimination of
the state of Israel has been a primary goal.

3.

Its military and political wings are banned by Arab League, USA, 		
Israel and France among others. But UK has only banned its military
arm.

4.

Hezbollah’s latest manifesto rejects “any compromise with Israel or
recognising its legitimacy…even if everyone recognizes ‘Israel’”

5.

The flag logo reads
(Hezbollah) meaning “Party of Allah”
in Arabic Kufic script. The first letter of “Allah” reaches up to
grasp an assault rifle. For more on the symbolism behind the flag,
go to www.cufi.org.uk/Hezbollah

6.

Hezbollah never takes responsibility for terror attacks but has
been accused of attacks on Israeli diplomats and other targets
in places as far as Thailand, Georgia, India, Cyprus and Bulgaria.
It is believed to have been behind a 1994 suicide bombing in
Argentina that killed 85 people.

7.

Israeli intelligence estimates that Hezbollah amassed 150,000
rockets as of November 2015, including missiles capable of striking
every major Israeli city.

8.

Western analysts estimate that Hezbollah receives around $200
million a year from Iran. Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard also
provides training.

9.

They have active cells in around the world, raising money and
plotting attacks on Jews, Americans and other Westerners.

10.

Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah’s quotes include “The Jews are a
cancer which is liable to spread at any moment,” and “If they
all gather in Israel, it will save us the trouble of going after
them worldwide.”

CUFI.ORG.UK

cufi.org.uk/hezbollah

Hezbollah is a Lebanese Shi’a terrorist organisation that was birthed out
of the Islamic Revolution that was inspired and encouraged by the Ayatollah
Khomeini subsequent to Iran’s 1979 Islamic Revolution. Its purpose is
to export the Islamic Revolution throughout the world and calls for the
“liberation of Jerusalem” and destruction of Israel.
Here are ten key things you need to know:
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Al Quds Day in Iran sees unveiling of
“countdown to Israel’s destruction” clock
SUMMER 2017

CUFI supporters say pro-Israel DUP will
strengthen UK’s relationship with Israel
A social media poll of
CUFI supporters shows
that most believe the
DUP’s partnership with
the minority Conservative
government will be good for
Britain’s stance with Israel
But how pro-Israel is the
DUP?
There was no mention of
Israel in its 2017 manifesto,
however a report in 2014
explains that the party is
“staunchly” pro-Israel.
In October 2014,
parliamentarians in
Northern Ireland voted
overwhelmingly in favour
of the motion to recognise
“Palestine” alongside Israel,
12 voted against the motion,
and of this dozen, five were
from the late Ian Paisley’s
DUP.
Also, the founding of the
DUP Friends of Israel group
at Stormont in 2014 was
one of the veteran unionist’s
last political acts before his
death in the September of
the same year. In terms of
his long-standing support for
the Jewish state, however, it
was merely the latest.
The article says DUP pressed
police authorities on the
12

legality of anti-Israel protests,
while two years earlier, it
launched fierce criticism at
the Co-operative Group for
banning Israeli products
from the so-called West
Bank.
Steven Jaffe, co-chair of the
Northern Ireland Friends of
Israel, told Jewish News that
it stems in part from faith.
“Many DUP MPs come from
a Bible-believing Protestant
background,” he says.
“They have a very sincere
and positive attitude to the
Biblical roots of the Jewish
people’s connection to the
land.”
As well as sharing a book,
unionists in Northern Ireland
say they also share common
experiences with Israel, given
that both have waged a
war against terrorism. So
in political terms, they can
relate to Israel’s position,
explains Jaffe. “They identify
with Israel fighting for its

survival, and they feel the
international media is
unfairly hostile to Israel just
as they believe it was hostile
to their own cause,” he says.
David McIlveen, the North
Antrim Assembly Member
who launched the DUP
Friends of Israel group,
says this translates into
a willingness to defend
the Jewish state when it is
attacked. “Whenever we feel
there is an unfair portrayal
of Israel being presented in
social or mainstream media,
we do our part to try and
argue against it,” he says.
Dr. William McCrea, a Free
Presbyterian minister told
Jewish News, “There’s a
friendship there. We know
what it’s like to be under
attack for years on end. We
fought terrorism here, from
the republicans, so we know
what it’s like to face these
things.”

In protests across Iran,
demonstrators chanted
“Death to Israel, Death to
America,” carrying banners
reading “Israel should be
wiped off the map” while
people were shown burning
Israeli and US flags.

The date prediction comes
from a speech Iran’s
supreme leader Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei gave on
September 9, 2015, in which
he stated that the “Zionist
regime will cease to exist in
the next 25 years.”

In Tehran, a large digital
clock was unveiled in the
aptly-named Palestine
Square, counting down the
“destruction of Israel” in
2040.

We know, however, that their
predictions couldn’t be more
wrong.

Hatred on our streets: pro-Hezbollah march
speaker blames “Zionists” for Grenfell Tower
Hate speech and support
for terrorist organisations
were prominent at a rally in
London on Sunday 18 June
to mark the annual Al quds
(Jerusalem) day.
A few hundred people
marched down Regent
Street, behind the Palestinian
and Hezbollah terror flag,
before sitting down at the
junction with Oxford Street.

the biggest corporations
who are supporting the
Conservative Party are
Zionists. They are responsible
for the murder in Grenfell.
The Zionist supporters
of the Tory Party.” CUFI
understands that police have
been approached about the
speech.
Mayor of London, Sadiq

Khan, had faced calls to ban
the march over the likelihood
that the Hezbollah flag
would be flown, however
no action was taken due
to a loophole that allows
support for the “political”
wing of Hezbollah, which
isn’t banned – even though
Hezbollah themselves
make no distinction from its
military arm.
See page 10

One speaker then blamed
the devastating Grenfell
Tower fire, which has left at
least 80 people dead, on
Israel supporters. Addressing
the crowd at Grosvenor
Square, the leader of UK
charity, Islamic Human
Rights Commission, said:
“Many innocents were
murdered by Theresa
May’s cronies – many of
which are supporters of
Zionist ideologies. Some of
13

NEWS IN BRIEF
Terror tunnels discovered
under two UN-run schools
in Gaza

Israeli policewoman killed
in Jerusalem terror attack
A Border Police officer was killed in a
coordinated stabbing and shooting attack
in Jerusalem’s Old City on Friday 16 June.
Hadas Malka, 23, was described as a
“loving, brave warrior”.
“Hadas was a real-life Wonder Woman,”
said a friend, “Good-hearted and
optimistic.”
The three attackers, all of whom were
members of Palestinian terrorist groups,
were shot dead in the course of the attacks.

The small Pacific island
nation of Vanuatu has
recognised Jerusalem as the
capital of Israel
Vanuatu’s President Baldwin Lonsdale,
an evangelical Christian who has a
strong connection to the Jewish people
and to Israel, signed a document stating
that Jerusalem should be recognized as
Israel’s capital and condemning last
year’s biased UNESCO resolution. They
follow the Czech Republic’s Parliament
in also recognising Jerusalem as Israel’s
capital in May, whilst also condemning
UNESCO.
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A terror tunnel was discovered under two
UN-run schools in the Gaza Strip by UN
relief workers on 1 June. Israel’s Foreign
Ministry appealed to the UN Security
Council to condemn Hamas and prevent
its facilities being exploited by the terror
group.

Jewish teen beaten-up
in anti-Semitic attack in
London
The father of a Jewish teenager who
was racially and physically abused in a
London park has spoken of his “concern”
at the attack and how, despite a 999 call,
police failed to attend the scene.
Alexander Goldberg, the former chief
executive of the London Jewish Forum
and current Jewish chaplain at the
University of Surrey, described how his

“The latest finding verifies once again that
Hamas’ cruelty knows no limits, including
endangering centers of learning and
education, and using children as human
shields,” said Israel’s Ambassador to the
United Nations Danny Danon .

The Palestine Solidarity Campaign (PSC)
brought the case to the high court over
guidance issued by the Department for
Communities and Local Government
(DCLG) last September, which prevented
the Local Government Pension Scheme
from taking part in “ethical divestment”
and boycotts of companies involved in
Israel’s so-called “occupation.”
The central government, in issuing the
directive, wished to prevent local councils
from formulating and influencing foreign
policy. But the judge, Sir Ross Cranston,
said the guidance was beyond what was
available under the statutory powers of
the Communities and Local Government
Secretary.

The girls, who were identifiably Jewish, were
approached by a gang of youths in Edgeware,
telling her “Hitler should have killed all you
Jews when he had
the chance… you
should have all
been gassed”. She
was then kicked
in the chest and
punched in the face
by two members of
the gang.
A number of the England Under-21s
squad chose to visit the site of AuschwitzBirkenau on their day off at the UEFA U21
European Championships in Poland.

UK High Court: Council
boycotts of Israel are legal
The UK’s High Court has ruled that
the government acted unlawfully in
attempting to restrict boycotts on Israel by
local municipalities.

16-year-old daughter, Hannah, had been in
local park with two friends.

Two Jewish restaurants in
Manchester targeted in
anti-Semitic arson attacks
Two kosher restaurants in Manchester
were been targeted by arsonists within
the space of four days.
The first incident took place on 2 June
when the Taam Restaurant on Bury
New Road was targeted shortly before
midnight. The second attack took place
on 6 June when attackers forced open
a window at JS Restaurant in Prestwich
before pouring accelerant inside and
lighting it.
No-one was injured in either of the
incidents, but officers believe them to be
linked and confirmed they are treating
them as anti-Semitic hate crimes.

Israeli researchers have developed a new
method for examining ancient artefacts
to decipher inscriptions that were missed
when the artefacts were first discovered.
The new technology is enabling experts
to learn more about a pottery hoard from
the time of Jeremiah.
Hezbollah has been disguising its
terror activities in southern Lebanon
and pretending to operate as an
environmentalist NGO group they called
“Green Without Borders”, according to
the IDF.
The number of people arrested on
suspicion of Islamic terrorism in Europe
rose for the third year in a row in 2016
to 718 and is expected to keep rising, EU
police agency Europol said in its annual
report published in June.

Get all the latest Israel news at

WWW.CUFI.ORG.UK
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popularity sky-rocketed when she landed
the role of “Diana”, otherwise known as
“Wonder Woman”. Gal first played the
role of Wonder Woman in the 2016 movie
‘Batman vs Superman: Dawn of Justice’. And
this year the Amazonian Princess got her
own movie, released worldwide in June.
Gal is a proud
Israeli Jew. In
2014, during
the most recent
Gaza conflict, she
posted a picture of
herself and one of
her two daughters
praying for Israel.

ISRAEL’S
WONDER WOMAN
T

his summer’s latest superhero
blockbuster movie, Wonder Woman,
has been winning the hearts of
critics and fans alike. However, what you
may not know is that lead actress, Gal
Gadot, is a proud Israeli.
Gal was born in Peta Tikva, Israel in 1985. In
Hebrew, her first name means “wave” and
her surname means “riverbanks”, which
creates a very tranquil image. And Gal
has definitely been living up to her name,
making waves around the world.
At the age of eighteen, Gal won the Miss
Israel beauty pageant. Two years later she
enlisted as a soldier in the Israel Defense
Forces serving her country for two years
16

as a combat trainer and serving the 2006
war with Hezbollah. Gal went on to study
Law and Political Science in college before
becoming a full time actress.
Gal’s first western movie role was as ‘Gisele’
in the The Fast & the Furious franchise,
starring alongside Vin Diesel, Dwayne
Johnson and the late Paul Walker in four of
the movies. She was chosen because director
Justin Lin liked her military background and
her expertise with weapons. During filming
Gal was more than willing to show what IDF
soldiers are made of, opting against body
doubles and instead performing all her own
stunts.
After starring in a variety of movies, Gal’s
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While there are
not many times
that Gal Gadot
has publicly
shown her support
for Israel in this
fashion, she is very
open about who
she is. In almost
every interview Gal
proudly proclaims
her Israeli
heritage and IDF
background.
As is expected
for anyone who
loves Israel (or is Israeli), the anti-Israel
Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS)
movement has not been far away. And Gal
and her movies have been targeted by the
boycotters. The effect of this is that some
Arab nations, Lebanon and Tunisia, have
banned the movie outright because of Gal’s
leading role. Algeria also banned the film
screening at a film festival in the country.
In the West she has been targeted by the
boycotters and anti-Israel activists, but their
affect seems to be less than effective.

Hollywood Reporter. The actress has millions
of followers across Facebook, Twitter and
Instagram and is well loved by her fans.
Wonder Woman has also been a hit with
both fans and critics alike. The film scored an
impressive 92% ‘Fresh’ rating on the popular
movie review site
Rotten Tomatoes,
with more than
310 critic reviews.
The site’s critical
consensus reads,
“Thrilling, earnest,
and buoyed by Gal
Gadot’s charismatic
performance,
Wonder Woman
succeeds in
spectacular
fashion.” The film
has also garnered a
respectable score of
8.1% on IMDb after
157,000 votes.
In the Box Office,
Wonder Woman
set records for the
biggest domestic
opening for a
female director and
the biggest opening
of all time for a
woman-led comic
book film, grossing more than $657 million
worldwide.
Israelis are also infatuated with their new
Wonder Woman. On a recent return flight
to Israel, Gal was greeted with Tel Aviv
skyscrapers being lit up with her name to
welcome her home. It must be wonderful
for Israel, who is so often vilified by the world,
to see one of their own being embraced,
accepted and celebrated by millions of
people around the globe.

In fact, so ineffective is their boycott that Gal
Gadot has been ranked the most popular
celebrity on social media in June by The
CUFI.ORG.UK

Well done Gal, keep making waves!
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President Trump reveals
what he prayed for at the
Western Wall

As we pray for President Trump and all
those that lead and are in authority, we too
would do well to pray that world leaders will
desire wisdom from God especially in these
incredibly important and challenging days in
which we are living in.

D

onald Trump became the first ever US
President to visit and pray at the Western
Wall whilst in office during his visit to
Jerusalem in May.
In a historic moment, the President placed a note
inside a crack between the weathered, massive
2000-year-old ashlars of the Wall in the Old City. His
son-in-law Jared Kushner and US Secretary of State
Rex Tillerson also touched the wall and prayed, whilst
Trump’s wife Melania visited the women’s section
with the President’s daughter, Ivanka.
It isn’t known exactly what President Trump scripted,
however he gave some indication of what he prayed
for. At a keynote speech at the Israel Museum, the
President reflected on his visit to the Western Wall:
“Yesterday, I visited the Western Wall, and marvelled
at the monument to God’s presence and man’s
perseverance – I was humbled to place my hand
upon the wall and to pray in that holy space for
wisdom from God.”
As President of the United States, Donald Trump
certainly prayed for a good thing. The Bible says
in Proverbs 4 that wisdom is something we should
“get” and not “forget” and that in desiring wisdom
we will be blessed.

In Pictures:

Melania Trump and Sara Netanyahu enjoy lunch

During President Trump’s historic visit to
Israel, he reaffirmed the unbreakable bond
between Israel and the US and expressed
hope for security and peace in the Middle
East.
During a joint press conference at his
Jerusalem residence, Israeli President Reuven
Rivlin welcomed President Trump to Israel by
saying he was glad to see America back in
the neighborhood.
“Mr. President, we are happy to see that
America is back in the area,” Rivlin said
during a joint public statement with Trump.
“America is back again.”

“As long as we refuse to become bystanders to
the barbaric, then we know peace and justice will
ultimately prevail.”
- President Trump at the Holocaust
Memorial in Jerusalem

“Get wisdom! Get understanding!
Do not forget, nor turn away from the words of my mouth.
Do not forsake her, and she will preserve you;
Love her, and she will keep you.
Wisdom is the principal thing;
Therefore get wisdom.
And in all your getting, get understanding.
Exalt her, and she will promote you;
She will bring you honor, when you embrace her.
She will place on your head an ornament of grace;
A crown of glory she will deliver to you.”
18
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Sir Roger
Moore’s
special
‘Bond’
with
Israel

T

he legendary British actor, Sir
Roger Moore, was known around
the world for his leading roles in
‘James Bond’, having played the secret
agent seven times between 1973 and
1985, and Simon Templar in the 1960’s
television series ‘The Saint’.
Following the death of one of Britain’s best
known actors we wanted to look at a lesser
known part of his life; his special connection
with Israel.
Sir Roger first visited Israel in the 1960’s
where he experienced the country as a
tourist, on recommendation from a friend. He
wanted to be a “real” tourist, so purchased
a map and ended up visiting some of Israel’s
most famous sites, including the Dead Sea,
Masada, the Western Wall and the Temple
Mount. He was even given the honour of
a guided tour of the old city by Jerusalem’s
longest serving mayor, Teddy Kollek.
Sir Roger spoke highly of his trip to Israel
and longed to return again, but it would be
some forty-years later before he would return
to the Jewish state. This time the anti-Israel
boycotters tried to scupper his plans, sending
him an open letter calling for him to cancel
his visit. Moore acknowledged receipt of the
letter, but instead of cancelling his trip he
spoke out openly against the boycotters,
inviting others to visit Israel to see what a
great country it was for themselves.

As well as being positive about Israel Sir
Roger was also friends with Israeli actor
Chaim Topol, the lead actor in ‘Fiddler on the
Roof’ and who starred alongside Moore in
the Bond film, ‘For Your Eyes Only’. Both of
these actors worked to help children in their
later years with Moore becoming a UNICEF
Goodwill Ambassador. His work focused
mainly on children in Africa.
In 2009, Sir Roger was guest of honour at the
Eilat Chamber Music Festival in the southern
Israeli city of Eilat. He donated his fees from
this appearance to UNICEF projects in
Africa, in particular a project which brought
Israeli doctors to Africa to train local medical
teams in circumcision and other medical
procedures to tackle the spread of HIV.
It was on this visit to Israel that Moore
noted his amazement at how the country
– especially its capital – had grown and
developed since his first visit four decades
earlier. He spoke highly of the Jewish state
and said he planned on returning again.
Unfortunately, Sir Roger Moore never made
that final visit, passing away in May this year.
However, he left his mark in the hearts of
many Israelis, as he did with countless people
around the world.
It is encouraging to know that one of Britain’s
most well known and best loved actors was
also a friend of Israel.

Roger Moore and Chaim Topol
20

CUFI.ORG.UK

CUFI.ORG.UK

21

Become a Partner
with cufi

Providing Water to Africa
with Israeli Ingenuity

T

hrough Israeli ingenuity and God’s
blessing, the desert landscape of
Israel is blooming. Farmers are
producing increasing numbers of flowers,
vegetables, fruit and even farming fish in
the middle of the desert. Half of Israel’s
drinking water comes from the ocean,
with desalination plants processing the
salt water into fresh drinking water. And
on top of that, Israel recycles 90% of its
wastewater - four times more than any
other country.
It is fair to say that Israel is a “water super
power”.
The success of Israel in conserving water
means that Israeli experts are sought after
around the world. And one continent that is
seeking Israel’s help is Africa.
Innovation: Africa is an Israeli not for profit
organisation that is run by Israelis, funded
by Israelis and gives water, for free, to
impoverished communities on the African
content.
They do this using Israeli technology to
tap into the the natural resources of the
22

land. Clean water exists in abundance
right under the feet of the locals in
aquifers (underground reservoirs of water),
sometimes only by a depth of a few meters,
but the locals have no way to access the
water.
Because Israel has had to develop ways
of accessing water for themselves, the
didn’t need to invent anything new. Wells
are drilled, solar powered pumps are
installed and data is transmitted from the
pumps to computers in Israel, notifying the
organisation of any irregularities.
The team, made up of both Israeli and
local professionals, go from village to village
installing pumps and to date they have
provided water to more than one million
people in seven African nations.
Whenever the team arrives at a new village,
songs and dances greet them. If you listen
carefully, you can hear one word repeated
often, “Israel”. Through their mission the
team is changing the lives and at the same
time serving as informal ambassadors for
the state of Israel.
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Your financial support enables us to make a pro-active stand for Israel
in our nation by providing resource, confronting anti-Semitism and
shaping public opinion through our campaigns.

Now is the time for us to stand up and speak out
for Israel and the Jewish people.
All partners of CUFI-UK receive
this exclusive lapel pin badge and a
personalised certificate of partnership
by setting up a monthly donation of
your choosing.
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