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Welcome to Christians United for 
Israel UK’s sixth issue of the TORCH 
Magazine.

As the Jewish people celebrate 
Passover and Christians celebrate 
Jesus’ Resurrection, we look at the 
deep connections between the two 
celebrations in, “Jesus in the Passover”. 
The Church in Britain has long been 
disconnected from our Jewish roots and, 
as you will read, this severing has caused 
centuries of persecution towards the 
Jewish people in the UK that still exists 
today. When we understand the Jewish 
roots of the Christian faith we discover 
the powerful connection that exists with 
our Jewish brethren.

We also look at the Reunification of 
Jerusalem in 1967, one of the most 
important days in the history of the 
Jewish people. This year we celebrate the 

50th anniversary of 
this historic day.

Also in this issue of 
TORCH we look at 
the legal case Israel 
has to building civilian populations in 
Judea and Samaria (the so-called West 
Bank). There is much more to enjoy, 
including a fun look at the Jewish roots of 
the dish Britain is most famous for; fish 
and chips.

We hope you enjoy this issue and thank 
you for your continued support for 
Christians United for Israel.

 

Des Starritt
Executive Director, CUFI-UK
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Introduction

F
or more than three millennia, the 
Jewish people have faithfully kept 
from generation to generation the 

observing of the Passover. This important 
festival retells the story of the nation 
of Israel with its account of obedience, 
expectation and deliverance when the 
people of God were redeemed from 
brutal enslavement in Egypt. The focus of 
the celebration is a remembrance of the 
Passover lamb, which was sacrificed so 
that the first born of every home might be 
spared as the Lord passed over the houses 
during the last and final of ten plagues 
in Egypt. The slaughtered lamb was to 
be eaten and its blood smeared onto the 
doorposts of their properties as a sign of 
faith.

For Christians, it is important to recognise 
that Passover plays a central part of the 
Christian faith. In fact the early church 
celebrated Passover for 300 years after the 
death of Jesus until Constantine made it 
illegal in an effort to separate Jews from 

Gentiles. This deliberate severing led to 
horrific anti-Semitism across Europe, 
including in England as we explain later in 
this article.

The Bible presents the Jewish feast of 
Passover as an important component 
in understanding Christianity. The first 
occurrence of the Passover in the New 
Testament was when the young Jesus 
visited Jerusalem with his parents, as He did 
every year.

Luke chapter 2, verse 41 states: 

“His parents went to Jerusalem every year 
at the Feast of the Passover. And when 
He was twelve years old, they went up to 
Jerusalem according to the custom of the 
feast.

After two thousand years of anti-Semitic 
teaching, the church has lost sight of 
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JESUS IN THE PASSOVER
And the Jewish roots of Christianity

“So this day shall be to you a memorial; and you shall keep it 
as a feast to the LORD throughout your generations.” 

Exodus 12:14a

JESUS KEPT THE PASSOVER

Photo: Moses, 
Aaron and 
Israelites at 
Passover supper

Cover Photo: Israeli paratroopers entering the 
Western Wall, 1967, by David Rubinger
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the Jewish nature of Jesus, who Himself 
celebrated Passover. But let us remember 
that Mary and Joseph raised Jesus, who 
was of the tribe of Judah, according to the 
traditions of the Jewish faith. He was taken 
to be circumcised on the eighth day (Luke 
2:21); at the end of his twelfth year he was 
taken to the temple for His bar mitzvah, 
and Jesus began his ministry at 30 years 
of age (Luke 3:23) according to the custom 
of “entering into one’s full strength [life’s 
work]” at thirty (Everyman’s Talmud).

Judaism was the only religion on earth 
during the time of Jesus that believed 
in one omnipotent Supreme Being. 
The Jewish people gave to Christianity 
the foundation of the Word of God, so 
to overlook the Jewish background of 
Jesus and his practice of Judaism, is 
to undermine the very foundations of 
Christianity. As CUFI Founder John Hagee 
has repeatedly said, “The Jewish people 
do not need Christianity to explain their 
existence, but we cannot explain our 
existence without our Jewish roots.”

It is with this appreciation of the Jewish 
nature of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ that we come to the evening before 
Jesus was crucified. All four Gospels 
indicate that Jesus’s death took place 
at the time of the Passover. In what 
is commonly referred to as the Lord’s 
Supper, the Bible makes it clear that the 
meal Jesus had with his disciple was the 
Passover Seder:

Matthew 26:17-19 states:
Now on the first day of the Feast of 
Unleavened Bread the disciples came 
to Jesus, saying to Him, “Where do You 
want us to prepare for You to eat the 
Passover?” And He said, “Go into the city 
to a certain man, and say to him, ‘The 
Teacher says, “My time is at hand; I will 
keep the Passover at your house with My 
disciples.”’” So the disciples did as Jesus 

had directed them; and they prepared the 
Passover.

And Luke 22:15
Then He said to them, “With fervent desire 
I have desired to eat this Passover with you 
before I suffer”

In the New Testament, Jesus is described as 
the Passover Lamb (John 1:29; John 1:36; 1 
Corinthians 5:7; 1 Peter 1:18-19; Revelation 
7:14; Revelation 12:11). It is therefore 
symbolic that God specifically stipulated 
to Israel that the Lamb that was to be 
slaughtered was to be a “male without 
defect” (Exodus 12:5), which is the very 
same description given of Jesus (1 Peter 
1:18-19; Hebrews 9;14).

The Passover lamb was selected five 
days before it was slaughtered. Some 
commentators have therefore drawn 
parallels to the significance that Jesus 
entered the city of Jerusalem five days 
before the lamb - the Passover sacrifice - 
was slaughtered in the temple.

When the lamb was roasted and 
eaten, none of its bones were to be 
broken according to Exodus 12:46. It 
was customary during an execution by 
crucifixion to break the legs of the victim. 
But, in the case of Jesus, though they broke 
the legs of the two robbers at his side, they 
did not break Jesus’ legs because he was 
already dead (John 
19:32-36).

Among the many symbols included in the 
Passover meal are the five cups of wine. 
The first four cups of wine represent the 
four promises God made to the Israelites in 
Exodus 6:6-11. These cups all symbolise the 
deliverance and freedom from bondage in 
Egypt.

Therefore say to the children of Israel: ‘I 
am the LORD; I will bring you out from 
under the burdens of the Egyptians 
[Cup 1], I will rescue you from their 
bondage [Cup 2], and I will redeem you 
[Cup 3] with an outstretched arm and 
with great judgments.  I will take you as 
My people, and I will be your God [Cup 
4]. Then you shall know that I am the 
LORD your God who brings you out from 
under the burdens of the Egyptians. 
(Exodus 6:6-7, emphasis added)

These four cups are often referred to 
as “The cup of remembrance” (Cup 1); 
“The cup of salvation” (Cup 2); “The cup 
of redemption” (Cup 3), and the “Cup of 
nationhood, both spiritual and physical” 
(Cup 4).

The New Testament names one of the 
cups—the cup taken after supper, which is 
traditionally the third cup. Jesus calls this 
cup “the new covenant in My blood, which 
is shed for you” (Luke 22:20). Later that 
evening in the garden of Gethsemane He 
cried out to the Lord in prayer, “Father, if 
it is Your will, take this cup away from Me; 

nevertheless not My will, but Yours, be 
done” (Luke 22:42). For Christians, Jesus’s 
willingness and obedience to “take this 
cup” is what forms the heart of Christian 
belief in Jesus’s redemptive sacrifice.

There is also a fifth cup, known as the 
cup of ultimate redemption, which has 
been part of the Passover since temple 

times. But since its inception, the cup has 
never been taken, awaiting the coming 

of the Messiah. The fifth cup of “final 

THE PASSOVER LAMB

THE LORD’S SUPPER SIGNIFICANCE

THE CUP

Stained glass 
window depicting 
the Last Supper. 
Malaga, Spain



redemption”, also known as Elijah’s cup, 
corresponds to the fifth promise, stated in 
Exodus 6:8:

“And I will bring you into the land which 
I swore to give to Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob; and I will give it to you as a 
heritage: I am the LORD.’” [Cup 5]

Observant Jews to this day do not drink of 
the fifth cup, awaiting the coming of the 
reigning Messiah.

When Jesus and His disciples came to 
the final cup during their last Passover 
celebration together, Jesus refused to drink. 
Luke 22:17-18 says, 

Then He took the cup, and gave thanks, 
and said, “Take this and divide it among 
yourselves; for I say to you, I will not drink 
of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom 
of God comes.” 

All four Gospels tell of Jesus’ refusal to 
drink of the cup before His death and 
resurrection, but will do so when the 
“kingdom of God comes”.

The symbolism of the Passover meal 
continues even further: during the seder 
meal there are three matzot which are 
placed on top of each other. The middle 
matzah is subsequently broken in two 
with the smaller piece being eaten 
and the larger piece being 
wrapped in a white 
cloth and hidden. 
Following the 
meal, the 
children find 
the hidden 
matzah and 
receive a 
reward. 

There are various explanations as to why 
the Jews carry out this tradition, but no 
definitive answer.

Christian commentators see these three 
matzot to represent the Trinity of God 
(Father, Son and Holy Spirit), with Jesus 
being the middle matzah. The breaking of 
the middle matzah represents Jesus’ body 
being broken, the hiding of the matzah 
represents Jesus’ burial and the finding of 
the matzah represents Jesus’ resurrection.
Jesus, at the end of the Lord’s supper, takes 
the unleavened bread and breaks it, stating 
that it is symbolic of His body. Jesus gave 
his disciples the command to “remember” 
the Passover by instructing his disciples to 
always partake of it “in remembrance of 
me”.

The parallels between Passover and the 
Lord’s Supper were sadly lost due to early 
Christendom’s attempt to sever Christianity 
from its Jewish roots. This disconnection 
paved the way to unbelievable hostility 
towards the Jewish people. In medieval 
Europe, Jews were forced to celebrate 
Passover with extreme caution and fear. 

With the “Easter” festival and Passover 
regularly coinciding, Jews were often 
blamed for the Crucifixion and were 

resented for their rejection of 
Christianity. They became 

targets of hatred, 
superstitions and bizarre 

accusations. There 
were hundreds 

of blood libels 
throughout 
history resulting 
in the death 
of thousands 
of Jews at 
the hands of 
Christians.

One such example was in Norwich, 
England, on the Passover of 1144. A young 
man named William, a tanner’s apprentice, 
disappeared during the week of Easter, 
which coincided with Passover that year. 
Charges immediately arose that the Jews 
killed him as part of a ritual murder. The 
accusations were unfounded and the 
Sheriff of Norwich ignored the charges and 
granted the Jews protection. But the story 
was not forgotten, and the missing boy, 
William, became a martyr amongst the 
town’s people. A short time later, the Jews 
of Norwich were attacked by mobs seeking 
vengeance and were forced to flee. 

Eleven years later, the blood libel resurfaced 
in England bringing horrific consequences 
to Jews attending a wedding in Lincoln. 
A Christian boy named Hugh was found 
in a cesspool where he apparently had 
fallen. After subsequent forced, tortured 
confessions, 19 Jews were hanged. Soon, 
the anti-Semites of England accused all 
of the country’s Jews of participating in 
ritual murder. The many accusations 
that followed were often accompanied by 
violent attacks against Jewish communities 
across the country. This false  conspiracy 
lasted in England for centuries.

These shameful acts of anti-Semitism could 
not be further away from the teaching 
and commands of Jesus. In remembering 
Jesus’s death they had in fact forgotten 
the Jesus of the Passover. The devolving 
of Christianity’s Jewish roots turned hearts 
away from loving the Jewish people to 
gradually fostering and enacting some of 
the most evil anti-Semitism imaginable. The 
extreme extent of their diversion away from 
true biblical Christianity serves as a warning 
to the Church today to get back to the 
Bible. Christians must stand with the Jewish 
people and for truth. 

It seems unimaginable that this dark 
chapter of our country’s history would be 
repeated, but the same hatred does exist. 
Anti-Semitism also exists in the Church 
today where there is ignorance to what 
the Word of God says about Israel and 
the Jewish people. In a world where anti-
Semitism is on the rise, the Church must be 
an advocate against it.

Today, more Christians are rediscovering 
the Jewish roots of their faith and 
recognising that what we share in common 
with the Jewish people is far greater than 
that in which we differ.

A CHURCH SEPARATED 
FROM ITS JEWISH ROOTS
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in Brussels Cathedral
depicting an anti-
semitic attack
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T
his year Israel marks 50 years since 
the reunification of Jerusalem. We 
take a look at the circumstances 

surrounding this historic day and the 
events that led to it.  

In 1947, the United Nations Partition Plan 
was put forward to establish two states in 
the British Mandate of Palestine – a Jewish 
state and an Arab state. Jerusalem was to 
be an international city, neither exclusively 
Arab nor Jewish for a period of ten years, 
at which point a referendum would be 
held by Jerusalem residents to determine 
which country to join. The Jewish 
leadership accepted this plan, including 
the internationalisation of Jerusalem. This 
was a compromise, but the Jews would 
have shared access to their most holy city, 
Jerusalem, for the first time in 2,000 years. 
Throughout the millennia of its existence, 
Jerusalem has never been the capital of 
any other sovereign nation. Jerusalem was 
at the centre of the Jewish people’s national 
and spiritual life since King David made it 
the capital of his kingdom in 1003 BC.
The offer presented to the Jews was a 
compromise they were willing to accept. 

Meanwhile, the Arabs rejected the 
proposal.

As soon as Israel declared independence 
in 1948, it was attacked by its Arab 
neighbours. The fledgling Jewish state 
was immediately forced to defend itself on 
multiple fronts. Despite limited resources 
and relatively untrained forces, Israel was 
able to repel the invading Arab armies. 
However, despite their best efforts, they 
could not fully defend Jerusalem. 

By the end of the 1948 Arab-Israeli War, 
Jerusalem was a divided city. Israeli forces 
controlled the Western part of the city and 
Jordan forces controlled the East, including 
the Old City, the Western Wall, the Mount 
of Olives and the Temple Mount.

Under the Jordanian occupation, Jewish 
residents were forced out of East 
Jerusalem and over half the Old City’s 
fifty-eight synagogues were demolished. 
The vast Jewish cemetery on the Mount of 
Olives was plundered for its tombstones, 
which were used as paving stones and 
building materials.

In the two decades following the war, Israel’s 
relations with its Arab neighbours never fully 
normalised. And, in 1967, Israel was once 
again forced to defend itself, when Egypt, 
Syria and Jordan joined forces to attack 
Israel. Fueled by their hatred of the Jews, the 
Arab nations sought to wipe Israel off the 
map, but Israel, and God, had other plans.

During the Six Day War, Israel not only 
successfully defended themselves from 
the three- pronged invasion, but were so 
effective in combat that they obliterated 
Egypt’s military and airforce, gaining control 
of the Gaza Strip and the Sinai Peninsula. 
From Syria, Israeli forced gained control of 
the Golan Heights. And from Jordan, Israeli 
forces took back Judea and Samaria, and 
most importantly, East Jerusalem.

It was 7 June 1967 when Israeli 
paratroopers advanced their way through 

the streets of the Old City, on their mission 
toward the Temple Mount and the Western 
Wall. While Jews have lived in Jerusalem for 
millennia, the Jewish people were forbidden 
from accessing the Western Wall or the 
Temple Mount. On that day, with what 
many consider to be an act of God, the 
Jewish people returned their most holy sites 
for the first time in 2,000 years.

It would be hard for us to describe the 
emotions felt by the Jewish people that day. 
So, we will let the brave Jewish men who 
liberated Jerusalem to express their feelings 
experienced in that great moment (see 
below).

Fifty years on, we stand with Israel in 
celebrating Jerusalem as the eternal, 
undivided capital of the Jewish State and 
commit to continually pray for the peace 
of Jerusalem.

THE DAY JERUSALEM 
WAS REUNIFIED

“For some two thousand years the Temple Mount was forbidden to the Jews. Until 
you came — you, the paratroopers — and returned it to the bosom of the nation. The 
Western Wall, for which every heart beats, is ours once again. Many Jews have taken 
their lives into their hands throughout our long history, in order to reach Jerusalem and 
live here. Endless words of longing have expressed the deep yearning for Jerusalem that 
beats within the Jewish heart..You have been given the great privilege of completing the 
circle, of returning to the nation its capital and its holy center...Jerusalem is yours forever.” 

Commander Motta Gur to his brigade upon their recapture 
of Jerusalem’s Old City and holy sites

“We have returned to all that is holy in our land. We have returned never to be parted 
from it again.” 

Defense Minister Moshe Dayan, upon reaching the Western Wall

“The Wall was before us. I trembled. There it was as I had known it—immense, mighty, in 
all its splendor...overcome, I bowed my head in silence.”

General Uzi Narkiss, Head of Central Command during the Six Day War

“I felt truly shaken and stood there murmuring a prayer for peace. Motta Gur’s 
paratroopers were struggling to reach the Wall and touch it. We stood among a tangle 
of rugged, battle-weary men who were unable to believe their eyes or restrain their 
emotions. Their eyes were moist with tears, their speech incoherent. The overwhelming 
desire was to cling to the Wall, to hold on to that great moment as long as possible.” 

Chief of Staff Yitzchak Rabin

Words of the Israelis who liberated Jerusalem



This self-sacrifice and value for human 
dignity has been rightly praised. His efforts 
demonstrated that when confronted with 
evil, it is our compassion for one another that 
must determine our response.

The threat to the West by Islamic Jihadists 
is intended to disrupt our way of life and 
impose their radical ideology, much like the 
evil ideology of Hitler’s Nazism. It must be 
confronted and not allowed to succeed. But 
as Londoners resolved 75 years ago, Britain 
will not be defeated. We will carry on.

The fatal terror attack in Westminster 
on 22 March targeted the heart 
of British democracy. It was an 

attack on our freedom and values that 
have been fought for and defended with 
cost and with courage. It was done by a 
perpetrator with an allegiance to a radical 
Islamic Jihadist ideology. Islamic State has 
claimed responsibility, although it is yet 
to be verified. Whether ISIS ordered the 
attack or not, the evil ideology behind the 
attack is the same.

It is not the first time Westminster has been 
attacked. During World War II, it was by a 
very different ideology, yet was also evil in 
its motive with the intent to utterly destroy 
our freedom and way of life. The Palace 
of Westminster in which the Houses of 
Parliament are situated, was damaged by air 
raids on fourteen different occasions.

The worst attack was on the night of 10 May 
1941, when the Commons Chamber and 
Westminster Hall were both hit by bombs. 

The most serious damage to Parliament 
took place during the heavy night raid of 
10-11 May 1941. An incendiary fell onto the 
350-foot high Victoria Tower (in 1941 covered 
by outside scaffolding for repairs). A police 
sergeant bravely climbed the scaffolding 
and extinguished the burning magnesium 
with a sandbag. Next, several high explosive 
bombs hit near the western courtyard, killing 
two auxiliary policemen and blowing down 
heavy debris. 

The Commons Chamber was hit by a high 
explosive bomb and the wooden hammer-
beam roof of the 600-year old Westminster 
Hall was set on fire by falling incendiaries. 
Firemen broke down the doors to the Hall 
with axes and sprayed water upwards onto 
the burning rafters. Soon, these crews were 
standing waist-deep in water whilst burning 
debris fell on them from above. The flames 
rapidly burnt through the medieval timber 
of Westminster Hall’s roof, creating a huge 
hole. In response, fire crews hosed the roof 
throughout the night, pumping water directly 
from the Thames after their own reserves 
ran dry. Throughout the Blitz, MPs undertook 
regular firewatching duties, stationed 
overnight within Parliament’s precincts.

Seven decades later, on Wednesday 
23 March 2017, security personnel and 
emergency services were required to 
respond to another attack on Westminster in 
which four victims, including a police officer, 
died.

An image of MP and Middle East Minister, 
Tobias Ellwood (pictured), quickly circulated 
on social media showing the government 
minister attempting to save the police 
officer’s life. In the immediate aftermath 
of PC Keith Palmer being stabbed, Mr 
Ellwood ran towards the scene of the attack 
putting his own life in possible danger. 
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IT WAS 
DEFEATED.

A previous attack 
on Parliament was 
also by an ideology 
against British values. 

Israel stands with Britain 
after Westminster terror attack

10 CUFI.ORG.UK

The city hall in Tel Aviv was lit on the evening of 22 March in the colours of the Union Flag as 
Israeli officials condemned the terror attack in London and expressed solidarity with the UK.

PM Netanyahu phoned PM Theresa May 
strongly condemning the attack in London 
and said that Israel must “stand shoulder-
to-shoulder with citizens of Britain and the 
entire civilised world against radical Islamic 
terrorism”.

Israeli Ambassador to the UK, Mark Regev, 
said, “An attack at the heart of British 
democracy is an attack on all free peoples”.
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UK puts UN Human Rights Council ‘on 
notice’ after absurd resolution against Israel

The British government has 
made an unprecedented 
statement against the 
United Nations Human 
Rights Council (UNHRC) 
after the latest vote 
condemning Israel.

In what has been praised 
as a “moral breakthrough”, 
the UK’s mission to the 
UN institution issued a 
statement putting the 
council “on notice” over 
its bias against Israel, 
threatening to vote against 
all resolutions concerning 
Israel until the council 
changes its bias.

The UNHRC – which 
includes some of the worst 
abusers of human rights 
in the world – issued five 
fresh resolutions against 
Israel, including absurd 
accusations against Israel’s 
activities in the Golan 
Heights. The UK branded 
the bias against Israel as 
“not acceptable”:

Julian Braithwaite, 
Ambassador of UK Mission 
to the UN, told the UNHRC, 
“Israel is a population of 
eight million in a world of 
seven billion. Yet since its 
foundation, the Human 

Rights Council has adopted 
135 country-specific 
resolutions; 68 of which 
against Israel. Justice is 
blind and impartial. The 
selective focus on Israel is 
neither.”

He added, “Ultimately 
peace is built, brick by brick, 
through trust and goodwill 
on all sides. Human rights 
violations break down 
that trust. And so it is 
incumbent on Palestinians 
and Israelis alike to abide by 
international Human Rights 
Law. But by continuing an 
unacceptable pattern of 
bias throughout Item 7, 
the Council discredits its 
necessary voice, hardening 
positions on both sides. 
For as long as the Human 
Rights Council continues 

down this disproportionate 
and biased path, it will 
make the achievement 
of a negotiated two-state 
solution harder not easier.”

“So today we put the 
Human Rights Council 
on notice. If things do not 
change, in the future we 
will adopt a policy of voting 
against all resolutions 
concerning Israel’s conduct 
in the Occupied Syrian and 
Palestinian Territories.”
Foreign Secretary Boris 
Johnson spoke out against 
the UNHRC condemning 
Israel’s bombing of 
Hezbollah positions in 
the Golan Heights, calling 
the criticism “a profound 
absurdity”.

Anti-Semitism in the UK 
reached “unprecedented” 
levels in 2016, after a rise of 
36 percent in the number of 
incidents.

Figures released in February 
show there were now more 
than twice as many anti-
Semitic incidents per month 
than four years ago, with the 
level of hatred eclipsing that 
seen during the Gaza War 
in 2014.

The Community Security 
Trust (CST), which works with 
police to gather data, said 
there were 1309 incidents 

reported last year – the 
highest on record and an 
increase of 36% on 2015. 
This compares to 960 
incidents in 2015 and 1,182 
the year before, when Israel 
launched military action 
against militant groups in 
the Gaza Strip.

According to the CST’s 
report:

• There were 1,006 
incidents of abusive 
behaviour, including 
verbal abuse, hate mail 
and anti-Semitic graffiti 

• Damage and 
desecration to Jewish 
property increased 
by a quarter – to 81 
recorded incidents 

• There were 107 violent 
anti-Semitic assaults 
reported – the highest 
number since 2010 

• 287 anti-Semitic 
incidents involved social 
media

Mark Gardner, from the 
CST, said the increase could 
be partly explained by a 
greater willingness to report 
incidents to the police.

However, he said: “Racists, 
including anti-Semites, 
feel emboldened, feel 
encouraged, at this moment 
in time, for a whole range of 
reasons, to come out with 
their hatred.

“They used to keep it under 
the ground. Now they’re 
coming out. A lid has been 
lifted off.”
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Jewish cemeteries vandalised
Over 150 tombstones were 
vandalised at a Jewish 
Cemetery in St. Louis on 
19 February followed by 
the vandalised of over 100 
tombstones at a Jewish 
cemetery in Philadelphia. 

“These are holocaust 
survivors that are in here 
they shouldn’t have to 
endure anymore trauma 
let them be settled,” said 
Robin Rickerman whose 

elders including great aunts 
and uncles are buried at 
the gravesite in Chesed Shel 
Emeth Cemetery, University 
City, St. Louis.

The vandalism at the 
cemetery, prompted local 
Christians to launch a 
fund-raising campaign 
to assist with repairs. All 
Nations Church of University 
City rallied to the call to 
support and serve the Jewish 

community affected by 
raising over $3000.

Over 150 threats have 
been made to Jewish 
centres and schools 
since January in over 37 
states and two Canadian 
provinces. On it, the 
caller says a C-4 bomb 
has been placed in the 
JCC and that “a large 
number of Jews are 
going to be slaughtered.”

UK: Anti-Semitic hate crime 
reaches highest level on record
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New UK-Israel taskforce 
created for a post-Brexit 

trade deal
Britain and Israel have announced the 
creation of a new group tasked with 
“preparing the ground” for a post-Brexit 
trade deal.

Benjamin Netanyahu visited Theresa May 
at 10 Downing Street February in what 
was the first visit by the Israeli PM since 
Theresa May became Prime Minister. 
The two leaders agreed to establish the 
UK-Israel Trade Working Group to build 
on a burgeoning trade relationship worth 
$6bn last year alone.

Talks were also focused on tightening 
bilateral diplomatic, security and 
economic relations, mainly in cyber 
security. PM Netanyahu took the 
opportunity to appeal to May that 
“Britain and Israel stand united against 
Iran’s aggression”.

Jewish brothers violently 
beaten and attacked 

with saw in anti-Semitic 
attack in Paris

Two French Jewish brothers were violently 
attacked by a group of men in Paris, it 
was reported in February. An attacker 
attempted to cut off one of the brothers 
fingers with a hack-saw.

The brothers, aged 29 and 17, were driving 
in a Paris suburb when they were forced off 
the road by another vehicle whose driver 
and passenger were shouting, “You dirty 
Jews, you’re going to die!”

Israel invites Royal 
Family to visit for Balfour 

Declaration centenary
President Reuven Rivlin conveyed the 
message in March to visiting UK Foreign 
Secretary Boris Johnson, saying: “This is 
a very important year in the history of 
the relations between Israel and the UK. 

We will mark 100 years since the Balfour 
Declaration and I am greatly honoured to 
extend an official invitation to the Royal 
family to visit Israel to mark this event.”

Meanwhile Benjamin Netanyahu 
confirmed for the first time in March that he 
will take part in events in London marking 
the centenary of the Balfour Declaration.

Students “shocked” as 
Holocaust denial leaflets 

distributed on UK campuses
Students expressed shock at “deeply 
concerning” Holocaust denial leaflets that 
appeared at British university campuses in 
February.

Literature denying and belittling the Nazi 
genocide was found at University College 
London, Cambridge University, Edinburgh 
University and Glasgow University, 
according to the Union of Jewish Students 
(UJS).
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ISIS linked Jihadis plan 
attacks on “Jews in the 

West”, particularly the UK
An ISIS-linked website chatroom is issuing 
guidelines to its supporters, urging ISIS 
affiliates in the West to carry out attacks 
on Jewish communities, encouraging 
them to disguise themselves as Jews 
and strike Jewish targets, particularly in 
the U.K.

“IF YOU’RE STILL IN THE WEST! Dress 
up like a Jew! Go to your nearest Jewish 
area! Make sure you have plenty of 
weapons under you coat! Then unleash 
the pain of the Muslims upon these 
A.P.E.S!!!,” the post says.

A subsequent entry contains a list of 
Jewish communities in the UK above 
a photo of Paris Kosher Supermarket 
terrorist Amedy Coulibaly with a caption, 
“Take the brother’s (rh) example and 
terrorize the Yahood” (Jew).

Get all the latest Israel news at

WWW.CUFI.ORG.UK

The Israeli parliament has passed a law 
banning entry to foreign visitors who 
publicly call for boycotting the Jewish 
state or Israeli communities in the so-
called West Bank.
Low-cost airline Wizz Air has announced 
a new route between Luton and Tel Aviv 
from the end of June, as Israeli tourism 
chiefs celebrated a ten percent rise in 
air travel between Britain and the Jewish 
state in the past year.
The UK government has announced that 
it will give £13.5 million to provide security 
for Britain’s Jewish community this year.
Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatollah 
Khamenei expressed hope that a 
continued Palestinian Intifada against 
Israel would bring about the “complete 
liberation of Palestine,” during an address 
in February. 
David Rubinger, the legendary Israeli 
photographer behind an iconic photo (see 
cover) of Israeli paratroopers entering the 
Western Wall for the first time has died at 
the age of 92. He was awarded the Israel 
Prize for his works in 1997.

Councils that boycott Israel 
will now be breaking the law
Councils wanting to boycott Israel will be 
breaking the law, after the government 
announced in February that it would put 
last year’s guidance on a legal footing.

In February 2016, local authorities 
were told not to use pension policies 
to boycott countries in guidance issued 
by the Cabinet Office, but Communities 

Secretary Sajid Javid went further, revealing 
that it would now be unlawful to do so.

The new proposals make clear that 
“authorities should not implement or 
pursue boycotts other than where formal 
legal sanctions, embargoes and restrictions 
have been put in place by the Government”.

This will mean that no council could boycott 
any country or industry unless restrictions 
have already been put in place by the 
Government.
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Alan Dershowitz, Law Professor at Harvard 
University, and an expert on the Israel-
Palestinian conflict, explains that, according 
to article 51 of the UN charter, military 
occupations are clearly permitted under 
international law following an attack by a 
neighbouring state. This means Israel has 
every right to retain military control of this 
area “until a meaningful peace is achieved 
and all terrorism against it (Israel) ceases”.

Evidently, no peace treaty has ever been 
reached with the Palestinians and the 
terrorism, incited by the Palestinian 
leadership, continues against Israeli civilians 
to this day. Therefore, Israel is under no legal 
obligation to leave.

After Israel regained control of Judea and 
Samaria in 1967, Israeli civilians began 
returning to the land from which they were 
forcibly removed and began building civilian 
communities in the area once again. And 
this is where the false argument about 
settlements occurs.

The claim is that the establishment of Jewish 
communities in Judea and Samaria is in 
violation of the Fourth Geneva Convention of 
1949, which states that an occupying power 
may not forcefully transfer a population 
into occupied territory. This was a provision 
written in the shadow of World War II and 
the Holocaust, intended to protect innocent 
civilians from extermination, slave labour or 
colonisation during time of war. 

However, Israel in no way violated this law. 
Israeli Jews moved to Judea and Samaria 
of their own free will. The towns and cities 
established were built and funded by the 
civilian population, therefore, the Israeli 
government in no way violated the Fourth 
Geneva Convention.

So who has the rightful claim to Judea 
and Samaria? Well, lawfully, Israel has the 
strongest claim to the land.

It was the Balfour Declaration (1917) that 
earmarked the area including Judea and 
Samaria as the future “national home for 
the Jewish people”. This was determined by 
the League of Nations (1920), the San Remo 
agreements (1920) and the British Mandate 
(1922), in addition to being approved by 

the US Congress (1922). These were the last 
international laws made regarding Judea 
and Samaria. Therefore, in the absence of 
any other laws, these laws still apply today, 
making Israel’s presence legal and valid.

Now, let’s just say that all of the above was 
not true. Would the so-called settlements 
then be illegal?

No. Because in 1995, the Palestinian 
Authority, under Yasser Arafat, signed 
the Oslo Accords with Israel. This 
document was also co-signed by the the 
current day President of the Palestinian 
Authority, Mahmoud Abbas. This was an 
internationally recognised agreement to 
divide jurisdiction of the territory between 
Israel and the newly created Palestinian 
Authority. Under this agreement, Israelis 
have full jurisdiction to live and build on the 
designated 60% of the territory. Therefore, 
any building in this territory is completely 
legitimate under international law through 
the Oslo Agreement.

Unfortunately, the United Nations has 
passed resolutions on multiple occasions 
that label Israel’s activity in Judea and 
Samaria as illegal. The most recent 
resolution was in December 2016 (UNSCR 
2334). It is important to note that the United 
Nations is a body that is supposed to act 
according to international law, but when it 
comes to Israel they seem to flout the rules. 
This is because UN resolutions are voted 
for by committees made up of multiple 
nations. Often these communities are 
dominated by nations that hate Israel, some 
of which . Even the UK has been known to 
criticise Israel at the UN, but thankfully that 
trend is now changing Both the US and 
UK governments have recently spoken out 
against the UN bias against Israel.

Despite all the evidence, Israel continues to 
be condemned for its actions by many in the 
international community. This is because 
of the anti-Semitism that exists against the 
Jewish people within these nations.

As far as international law is concerned, 
Israel’s legal right to dwell in Judea and 
Samaria is as solid as the hills on which they 
build their homes.

The Word of God is clear, the land of 
Israel was given to the Jewish people 
as an eternal inheritance. The Biblical 

case for Israel underpins our support for 
the Jewish State. However, often when 
speaking with someone who is not Christian 
or Jewish we need to also present the legal 
case for the State of Israel. 

Anyone following the Israel-Palestinian 
conflict for any period of time will have 
heard phrases such as, “End Israel’s illegal 
occupation” and “Stop Israel building illegal 
settlements”. The anti-Israel propaganda 
machine has pumped out these false 
narratives for so long that many, including 
the media, politicians and the international 
community, now believe these lies to be truth. 

Despite this opposing message, it is 
important to understand that both the 
“occupation” and “settlements” are fully 
legal according to international law. And 
here’s why: In 1949, Jordan (along with 
four other Arab states) invaded the newly 
established State of Israel and captured an 
area of land in the heartland of Israel called 
Judea and Samaria. Then, in 1950, Jordan 
annexed the area and called it the “West 
Bank”. 

The reason for that name is that it was on 
the “West Bank” of the Jordan River (you will 
note the area is actually on the east of Israel). 
The “West Bank” has never been an official 
name for the area, in fact, only two countries 
in the entire world recognised Jordan’s 
annexation of the area; the United Kingdom 

and Pakistan. Despite this, today “West 
Bank” is used as if it was an official name. 
The true name for the area is, and always will 
be “Judea and Samaria”, which is what Israel 
(and the Bible) refers to the land.

The Jewish people lived in Judea and 
Samaria for generations, but when Jordan 
captured the area in 1949, the Jews were 
forcibly removed and some even massacred. 
This was the ethnic cleansing of the land 
that really took place, not the false claim that 
Israel is ethnically cleansing Palestinians.

Jordan’s act of taking this area of land was 
illegal. Article 2 of the UN charter forbids the 
acquisition of territory through war. Thus, 
Jordan’s acquisition and annexation of 
the territory was neither recognised by the 
international community or legal, according 
to international law.

This is how the situation remained until 1967, 
when Jordan again initiated war against 
Israel (along with Syria and Egypt), during 
the Six Day War. This time, however, the 
Israel Defence Forces pushed the Jordanian 
army out of the territory (back to Jordan’s 
internationally recognised boundaries on the 
east bank of the Jordan River). Israel then 
established a military presence in the area as 
a strategic point to defend itself from further 
attacks by its neighbour.

While Jordan’s annexation of the area 
was illegal according to international law, 
because it invaded and took land without 
provocation, Israel’s defensive acquisition of 
land is fully legal.
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On a side note, this command resulted in 
some rather amusing rules being created by 
the church to accommodate some wealthier 
families who wanted more variety at their 
dinner tables on a Friday. One example 
was the church re-classifying duck as a fish, 
“because it swam on water”.

Going back to the Jewish traditions, the Torah 
commands that Jews are not allowed to work 
on the Sabbath (from sundown on Friday 
evening to sundown on Saturday evening) 
and that includes cooking. As a result, Jews 
developed various cooking methods to 
preserve their food for longer, meaning they 
could cook their meal on the Friday morning 
and have it stay fresh throughout the Sabbath.

To do this with fish they developed the 
method of battering their fish in flour and 
breadcrumbs and then deep frying it in oil. 
The batter and oil preserved the fish for longer 
so it could be enjoyed fresh on the Friday night 
and throughout the next day. It was also very 
tasty.  And, because it was fish, it meant they 
were keeping with the church’s instruction and 
thus kept up the appearance of being just like 
any other family. Their Jewish identity was kept 
secret.

Over time the Jewish community were 
able to express their Jewish identity more 
freely, but the treat of fried fish remained. 
It grew from just being a Sabbath treat for 
the Jews to being something commercially 
sold in London. As the popularity grew, the 
breadcrumb coating was replaced with the 
batter we know and love today.

Charles Dickens was one of the first people 
to write about fried fish. When describing a 
scene of East London in Oliver Twist (1839), 
he refers to an early fish shop or “fried fish 
warehouse” as he put it.

In those days, street sellers sold the fish from 
large trays that they hung round their necks. 
The fish generally came with bread or baked 
potatoes. 

Charles Dickens was also one of the first 
people to mention chips in his writing. He 
wrote about “chips of potato, fried with some 
reluctant drops of oil” in a Tale of Two Cities 
in 1859.  

It is funny to think that Dickens was one of the 
first people to write about fish and chips, but 
he mentioned them separately in two different 
books, two decades apart from the other. This 
is because the famous ‘double act’ we know 
and love today were pursuing solo careers 
on dinner tables across Britain when Dickens 
wrote his novels.

Oddly enough, the chip may have been 
invented as a substitute for fish, rather than 
an accompaniment. When fish and chips 
finally came together it was again a Jewish 
immigrant who made it happen. Joseph Malin 
opened the first combined fish ’n’ chip shop in 
East London at around 1860. And it is again 
said to have been thanks to a fish shortage. 
Joseph started selling fried potatoes slices 
when his stocks ran out. When his fish was 
back in stock, customers ordered both fish 
and chips together, so he combined the two 
and the nation’s favourite dish was born.

In 2015, Boris Johnson spoke of Jewish 
innovation, including the origins of fish and 
chips by saying, “sometimes it is the synergy 
between the London environment and Jewish 
brilliance that produces the best results”.

There are few things more special than visiting 
the seaside on a cold, wet day and tucking in 
to a warm portion of fish and chips. It is an 
experience every British person can relate to. 
And the next time you enjoy this fried treat, 
remember, we have the Jewish people to 
thank for it.
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F rom Wallace and Gromit to Del Boy and 
Rodney, Britain has always loved a good 
double-act. However, there has arguably 

never been a more famous duo than the 
humble fish ’n’ chips.

Winston Churchill referred to them as “good 
companions” and they were one of the few foods 
to avoid being subjected to food rationing in 
both World Wars - the dish was so embedded 
in the nation’s culture, the government saw 
any limit to their availability would damage the 
country’s morale.  Also in WWII, during the D-Day 
Landings, British soldiers used the national dish to 
identify each other on the field of battle. Soldiers 
would call out “fish” and listen out for “chips” in 
response.

Today Britons consume more than 382 million 
portions of fish and chips every year and spend 
over £1.2 billion in over 10,500 fish and chip 
shops around the country. It is clear then that 
fish and chips are the undisputed national dish 
of Great Britain. It fuelled the industrial revolution, 
helped Britain win two world wars and is instantly 
recognised around the world as a symbol of 
Britain… but where did it all begin?

Well, as the title suggests, fish and chips is another 
thing we have to thank the Jews for, as it was 
Jewish immigrants who first introduced fried fish 
to Britain. Fleeing the persecution of the Spanish 
Inquisition in the 1500’s the Jews sought a new 
life in England. Settling in East London the Jewish 
community, not wanting to face any further 
problems, hid their Jewish identity from their 
neighbours. 

At the time, one of the popular traditions amongst 
Christians was to abstain from eating meat on 
a Friday, as per the church’s instructions. This 
resulted in most British families eating fish on a 
Friday.

The Jewish Roots 
of Fish and Chips
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“We gave you the Balfour Declaration, 
you gave us Fish and chips.”

Boris Johnson
Visiting Israel in 2015
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In Northeast India, in one of the least 
populated areas of the country, are 
two forested regions that are home to 

the most diverse group of tribes in India. 
Amongst those tribes lives a small group 
of around 7,000 people known as the Bnei 
Menashe.

While the vast majority of the tribes are 
Christian, the Bnei Menashe hold a slightly 
different set of beliefs and traditions. They 
don’t eat pork, they pray wearing skull caps 
and prayer shawls and every December 
thousands of them gather together around 
a large menorah to celebrate Hanukkah.

The Bnei Menashe identify themselves as 
descendants of the Jewish people. According 
to tradition passed down from generation 
to generation, these are the descendants of 
the tribe of Manasseh—one of the ten tribes 
exiled from the Land of Israel at the end of 
the First Temple period.

They are recognised by Israel as one of the 
Jewish lost tribes and as such have been 
given the right to return to Israel. So far 
around 3,000 of the tribe have made Aliyah, 
but the return is a gradual process.

In February 2017, 102 members of the tribe 
landed in Israel. They entered Ben Gurion 
Airport singing and dancing as they were 
warmly welcomed by family members who 
they had not seen for many years.

With tears in their eyes, the new immigrants 
excitedly clutched their blue Israeli 
Identification cards to their chests, and 
spoke of a more than two-thousand-year-old 
dream coming to fruition. There are plans 
for 600 more members to return to Israel 
this year, with the plan being that over time, 
all will return.

The Bnei Menashe are just one of many 
peoples around the world who identify as 
Jewish and who can trace their traditions 
back through millennia. There are known 

tribes in India, China, Zimbabwe, South 
Africa and other places, and their return 
to the land of Israel fulfils the prophecy of 
Ezekiel:

“I will gather you from the nations 
and bring you back from the countries 
where you have been scattered, and 
I will give you back the land of Israel 
again.”  
(Ezekiel 11:17)

Jews are the only people group that has 
been scattered throughout the world, lived 
apart for centuries, and yet, despite never 
meeting, still keep the same traditions and 
beliefs as each other. Far more than just 
keeping a set of traditions, the Jewish people 
have kept their customs alive even while 
suffering horrendous persecution time and 
time again.

Mark Twain perfectly expressed his awe at 
the Jews’ ability to survive when he wrote:

“The Egyptian, the Babylonian, and the 
Persian rose, filled the planet with sound 
and splendour, then faded to dream-stuff 
and passed away; the Greek and the 
Roman followed, and made a vast noise, 
and they are gone. Other people have 
sprung up and held their torch high for 
a time, but it burned out, and they sit in 
twilight now, or have vanished. The Jew saw 
them all, beat them all, and is now what 
he always was, exhibiting no decadence, 
no infirmities of age, no weakening of his 
parts, no slowing of his energies, no dulling 
of his alert and aggressive mind. All things 
are mortal but the Jew; all other forces pass, 
but he remains. What is the secret of his 
immortality?”

The survival of the Jewish people throughout 
history is truly remarkable and their return 
to the land of Israel today is Bible prophecy 
being fulfilled.

THE INDIAN JEWS WHO 
RETURNED HOME AFTER 
2,000 YEARS OF EXILE
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Add your name to our declaration

What was the 
Balfour Declaration?
The Balfour Declaration, published on 2 November 
1917, was a letter addressed by Foreign Secretary Arthur 
James Balfour to the Zionist Federation that proclaimed 
Britain would support the establishment of “a national 
home for the Jewish people”. This declaration paved the 
way for Israel to be reborn as a nation.
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