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Welcome to Christians United for Israel-
UK’s third issue of TORCH Magazine. 
We have again extended the print 
run for this issue in order to cover the 
increased demand for copies.
In this issue we are covering some major 
events in the calendar. Congratulations 
to Her Majesty the Queen who celebrated 
her 90th Birthday on 21st April 2016. 
The Queen also has an official birthday 
on 14th June and various country wide 
events are planned in honour of this 
great milestone. Meanwhile, the Jewish 
community will be celebrating Shavuot 
on 11th-13th June so we’ve included 
some interesting facts about this feast. 
CUFI-UK also has a significant milestone 
on 16th June as we celebrate Israel 
with our first Night to Honour Israel in 
London. We hope you can join us for this 
key event.

We trust you will 
find the articles 
interesting and 
informative and 
we appreciate any 
feedback. 
Those who oppose Israel seem to find a 
welcome reception from the UK Media 
who sadly give a voice to the lies and 
hate filled rhetoric against Israel. Now, 
more than ever before, Christians must 
stand up for truth and speak out on 
behalf of Israel and the Jewish people.
I look forward to seeing you in London on 
16th June.

Des Starritt
Executive Director, CUFI-UK
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Introduction

T
his year the Queen celebrated her 
90th Birthday. She is Britain’s longest 
reigning Monarch and has played 

a monumental part in modern British 
history, being an ever-present figure of 
stability both at home and abroad.

As the celebrations are set to continue 
through the year, we reflect on her legacy 
that has blessed both Christians and Jews. 
In 1990, the Queen’s late sister, Princess 
Margaret, visited Maidenhead synagogue. 
She was attending a service marking the 
synagogues 50th anniversary and was 
struck by the fact that the Rabbi read 
a prayer for the good health and wise 
counsel of The Queen.

When it was explained to her that the 

prayer was not a one-off but is recited every 
Sabbath, in every synagogue in Britain, she 
remarked: “How lovely, they don’t do that 
for us in church; I’ll tell my sister.” 

It is quite remarkable, and challenging, 
to think that British Jews pray for their 
Queen more than many Christians. It is a 
testament to the character of this godly 
woman and a demonstration of her respect 
for the Jewish people.
 
Former Chief Rabbi Jonathan Sacks met 
the Queen many times, and recalls a 
moving occasion. He writes: “Punctuality, 
said Louis XVIII of France, is the politeness 
of kings. Royalty arrives on time and leaves 
on time. So it is with Her Majesty the 
Queen, with one memorable exception.
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 “The day was 27 January 2005, the sixtieth 
anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz, 
and the place, St James’ Palace. The 
Queen was meeting a group of Holocaust 
survivors. When the time came for her 
to leave, she stayed. And stayed. One of 
her attendants said he had never known 
her to linger so long after her scheduled 
departure time. She gave each survivor 
– it was a large group – her focussed, 
unhurried attention. She stood with each 
until they had finished telling their personal 
story.
 
“It was an act of kindness that almost had 
me in tears… It brought a kind of blessed 
closure into deeply lacerated lives.”
 
This strong connection was again on 
display last June when the Queen and 
Prince Phillip visited Bergen-Belsen 
concentration camp. The Queen had never 
been to a former concentration camp and 
it is said that she personally requested 
this visit. After taking in the site, she met 
with Jewish survivors of the camp as well 
as some of their British liberators and was 
deeply moved by the whole experience.
 
Chief Rabbi Ephraim Mirvis accompanied 
her visit and said, “I told the Queen that the 
Jewish world appreciates enormously her 
gesture in coming here, because it shows 
her solidarity with our pain and suffering.”
 
The Queen clearly has great respect for 
Rabbi Mirvis, this April hosting him and his 
wife in Windsor as part of her 90th Birthday 
celebrations. They stayed the night at the 
Royal residence following a special dinner 
with Her Majesty and Prince Phillip, and a 
small number of other high-profile guests.

During his stay, the Chief Rabbi presented 
Her Majesty with a birthday gift of a hand 
crafted piece of art, designed by British 
artist Myra Levy, which featured a unique 

‘paper cut’ border around a specially 
calligraphed version of the prayer that the 
Jewish people say for the Royal Family in 
synagogues each week.

Chief Rabbi Mirvis also penned the 
following letter to accompany the gift, 
“When the country has celebrated 
moments of the greatest national joy and 
when we have struggled together in times 
of the greatest desolation, you have been 
generous in your wisdom and unwavering 
in your fortitude. Since Jews resettled in 
Great Britain some 360 years ago, we 
have relentlessly pursued the great British 
dream, to prosper in a society which sees 
the humanity in all people and feels a 
sharp sense of responsibility to one and all. 
Your Majesty, you are the very embodiment 
of these values.”

If you look at any coin with the Queen’s 
portrait on it you will see around her motif 
‘ELIZABETH II D.G. REG. F.D.’ This stands 
for ‘Elizabeth II Dei Gratia Regina Fidei 
Defensor’, a Latin phrase that translates as 
‘Elizabeth II, by the Grace of God, Queen, 
Defender of the Faith’.

For our Queen this is no mere title, but a 
commission that she has fully embraced. 

The Royal Family has been responsible 
for some of the most viewed television 
broadcasts in history, such as Royal 
weddings, funerals and coronations. These 
events have enabled Church services, full 
of Christian messages, to be shown to 
hundreds of millions of people around the 
world. Many of whom may never set foot in 
a church. 

In more recent years the Queen’s Christmas 
Messages have become noticeably God-
centred with Scripture as the foundation 
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Defender of the Faith

for her messages. The Queen’s most recent 
Christmas message has been labelled her 
most Christian message to date. In it she 
reflected on the darkness of the past year 
and the hope that we have looking forward. 
It was a timely message as the world looked 
back on events of the past year mentioning 
how Christians, who are already the most 
persecuted religious group on the planet, 
have come under increasing attack.

The Queen made the most of the 
opportunity and shared the love of God for 
all to see. It seems that in her later years, 
and seeing the state of the world today, the 
Queen is using each opportunity she has to 
share her faith.

The Church of England released a number 
of prayers for the Queen for her 90th 
Birthday, including the following:
“Heavenly Father, as we celebrate the 
ninetieth birthday of Her Majesty the Queen, 
receive our heartfelt thanks for all that you 
have given her in these ninety years and 
for all that she has given to her people. 
Continue, we pray, your loving purposes 
in her, and as you gather us together in 
celebration, unite us also in love and service 
to one another; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen”

We thank God for our Queen and her 
many years of service. She has been a 
great friend, not only to Christians, but 
the Jews and people of all faiths. 

Let us continue to uphold the Queen 
and Royal Family in our prayers.

Christians, Jews and the Queen (continued)

Happy Birthday Ma’am 



WATER 
IN THE 

DESERT
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In Biblical times, Moses struck a rock for water 
to flow in the desert. Today, Israeli ingenuity 
is turning the ‘curse’ into a ‘blessing’, and is 

sharing that blessing with the world.
 
Israel is a desert nation and has very little in natural 
resources. With only three fresh water sources, the 
Sea of Galilee and two underground freshwater 
reservoirs, Israelis needed to look elsewhere to find 
a solution to their water shortages. So, they looked 
to the largest body of water they have access to, 
the Mediterranean Sea, and made it their greatest 
natural resource.

Using a desalination process called “seawater 
reverse osmosis” they are able to take water from 
the ocean and turn it into fresh, drinkable water for 
human consumption. 

Today, over 40% of Israel’s drinking water 
comes from the ocean, a higher percentage 
than any nation on earth, and the Israeli system 
is so efficient the water can go from ocean to 
faucet in under 90 minutes.

Israel does not keep this technology to itself. Israeli 
desalination technology is now being used in over 
40 countries around the world. It is estimated that 
300 million people drink desalinated water around 
the world each day, many of whom have benefited 
directly from Israeli tech. And, in the hope of trying 
to combat its water shortage, California is currently 
building the largest desalination plant in the world 
and they are doing so using Israeli technology.

Below the Negev Desert is a massive underground 
reservoir nicknamed the ‘desert ocean’. However, 
this water is too salty to drink or even to be 
desalinized. Using some clever filtration, however, 
Israeli engineers are able to make the water the 
perfect environment for salt water fish, such as sea 
bream. Israeli fishermen have left their boats in the 

“For I will pour out water on the thirsty 
land And streams on the dry ground; I will 

pour out My Spirit on your offspring And My 
blessing on your descendants.” 

Isaiah 44:3

Mediterranean and instead now fish in the 
desert. The fisheries use hundreds of large 
round tanks to grow tens of thousands of 
fish miles away from the sea. They are also 
recycling the water meaning they use far 
less water per fish than previous farming 
methods and the fish waste is also put to 
good use as fertilizer for flourishing olive 
groves.

Speaking of waste, Israel also happens to be 
a world leader when it comes to recycling 
waste water. Israeli waste water is treated to 
a high degree, making it suitable for human 
consumption. However, as you can imagine, 
not many people want to drink sewage 
water; no matter how clean it is. Because of 
this the water is not used as drinking water, 
but is  instead used in agriculture and for 
land improvement purposes. 

Israel is so good at this that it recycles 
over 80% of its waste water, with the 
metropolitan area of Tel Aviv recycling 
100% of its waste water. 

Spain boasts the second largest waste 
reclamation programme in the world, 
recycling just 12% of its total waste water, 
far short of Israel’s truly staggering figures.

Now lets look at one of the most important 
inventions in recent agricultural history. In 
the early 1930s, Simcha Blass, an Israeli 
farmer had his attention drawn to a big 
tree growing in his backyard “without 
water”. After digging below the apparently 
dry surface, Simcha discovered the reason; 
water was dripping from a leaking pipe 
causing a small wet area in the soil and 
enabling water to seep underground to 
reach the roots of this particular tree but 
not the others. This sight of tiny drops 
penetrating the soil causing the growth of 
a giant tree provided the catalyst for Blass’s 
invention - drip irrigation.

Blass worked at a farming kibbutz and after 
years of development he implemented his 

new system to great success, seeing a crop 
yield 50% higher than the previous year, 
and they achieved this using 40% LESS 
water.

This amazing system has caused Israel’s 
desert land to flourish. The Arava desert, for 
example, is called ‘HaAravah’ in Hebrew, 
which translates to “desolate and dry 
area”. One of the amazing aspects of the 
Arava, Israel’s long, eastern valley between 
the Dead Sea and Eilat, is that although it 
is mainly desert, 90% of its residents are 
successful farmers! 

It has become known as Israel’s 
vegetable basket, with more than 65% 
of Israel’s food exports being grown out 
of the desert.

In fact, Israel is doing so well with water 
usage that it has now achieved the 
unthinkable. A desert nation with a water 
surplus! And in 2013 it started to export 
water to Jordan to help Syrian refugees. 

Not only is it exporting its water, it is also 
exporting its ingenuity with drip irrigation 
technology from Israel being used in over 
110 countries worldwide. It helps farmers 
grow sugar cane in the Philippines, and tea 
plantations in Tanzania, with India being the 
largest user of Israel’s drip irrigation systems. 
That’s right, even our Great British cup of tea 
has benefited from Israeli water technology.
Water is the most important resource on 
earth and Israel, by finding solutions to its 
personal water crisis, has placed itself at the 
forefront of solving the global water crisis. 

We know that Israeli ingenuity is coupled 
with God’s blessing; “The wilderness and the 
wasteland shall be glad for them, And the 
desert shall rejoice and blossom as the rose” 
(Isaiah 35:1). 

Praise the Lord for His blessings. Let us 
pray that the world will see the huge 
benefits Israel has to offer.
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This year the Jewish people will be 
celebrating Shavuot starting on 
11th June 2016. Shavuot means 

“weeks” as it occurs 7 weeks after the 
Feast of Passover so is often referred to as 
“The Feast of Weeks”. In Greek the word 
for this holiday is Pentecost, which means 
“50th” being 50 days after Passover. 
 
Shavuot has a double significance. It marks 
the all-important wheat harvest in the 
Land of Israel and it commemorates the 
anniversary of the day God gave the Torah 
to the entire nation of Israel assembled 
under the leadership of Moses at Mount 
Sinai.

The Torah mandates the counting of the 
seven-week period beginning on the second 
day of Passover through to the start of 
Shavuot. This counting of days and weeks 
is understood to express anticipation 
and desire for the giving of the Torah. On 
Passover, the people of Israel were freed 
from their enslavement in Egypt; on Shavuot 
they were given the Torah and became a 
nation committed to serving God.

In the Bible the Book of Acts chapter 2 
tells of the coming of the Holy Spirit on the 
day of Pentecost to that small remnant of 
[Jewish] disciples gathered together in the 
upper room in Jerusalem nearly 2000 years 
ago. The Shavuot holiday is one of the three 
Biblical pilgrimage festivals that required the 
Jews to go up to Jerusalem for the feast.

SHAVUOT, 
THE FEAST 
OF WEEKS 

Now at that time (see Acts 2:5) there were 
many devout Jews gathered from every 
nation who had come up to the Temple in 
Jerusalem to celebrate Shavuot. In Jewish 
tradition the Torah was revealed by God-
given revelation on Mount Sinai. Indeed, 
Shavuot on Mount Sinai was considered 
the day Judaism was born. Another 
tradition was that King David was born 
on Shavuot and died 70 years later also 
on Shavuot so the Jews read the book of 
Ruth during the feast as it speaks of both 
the harvest and Ruth being an ancestor of 
David.

In the Bible (Acts 2) when Peter stood up 
on the Day of Pentecost and preached his 
message he focused on the prophecy of 
Joel, which explained the pouring out of 
the Spirit, and on King David’s prophetic 
Psalms, which talked of the resurrection 
of the Christ (Jesus) to the right hand of 
God. This same Peter (in Matthew 16:16) 
had declared to Jesus, “You are the Christ, 
the Son of the living God.”  And Jesus had 
confirmed that flesh and blood had not 
revealed that to him but upon this God-
given revelation “I will build my Church”.

After Peter preached to the crowd on the 
Day of Pentecost the revelation came to 
many of these devout Jews and 3000 were 
added to their number. Many see Pentecost 
as the day the early Church was born. It 
was amazing how these devout Jews had 
gathered to celebrate the law being given 

to Moses on tablets of stone but when the 
Holy Spirit was poured out the law was 
written on their hearts (Hebrews 8:10).

This year, due to the difference between 
the Jewish calendar and the Gregorian 
calendar, the Jewish people will be 
celebrating Shavuot several weeks after the 
church celebration of Pentecost. Even the 
different calendars separate us from our 
Judeo-Christian roots. Many Christians are 
not even aware that the Day of Pentecost 
(in Acts 2 of the New Testament) occurred 
on the Feast of Shavuot established in the 
Book of Exodus (Old Testament). Sadly, far 
too many Christians believe the Church has 
replaced the Jewish people in the plans and 
purposes of God. That the Law has been 
replaced by the freedom of the Spirit and 
that the Old Testament has been replaced 
by the New. However, Jesus made it clear in 
Matthew 5:17-18 “Do not think that I came 
to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not 
come to destroy but to fulfil. For assuredly, I 
say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, 
one jot or one title will by no means pass 
from the law till all is fulfilled”. 

We too must seek a deeper revelation of 
the roots of our faith and in so doing enrich 
our Christian lives.

KEY FACTS

The Hebrew word is Shavuot (pronounced shah-voo-oat).

Shavuot means “weeks” as it occurs seven weeks after Passover.

The Greek word for this holiday is Pentecost, which means “50th” as it occurs                
50 days after Passover. 

Shavuot is one of the three Biblical pilgrimage festivals (alongside Passover and Succot).



Christian MP speaks out 
in defence of Israel
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Cabinet minister Stephen 
Crabb says Palestinians 
must end glorification of 
terror. The Christian MP 
also spoke about Israel 
being a place where 
Christians can live safely 
and about his personal 
admiration for Israel.

The comments were 
made at an event at 
Finchley Synagogue in 
London marking Israel 
Independence Day in May.

“As a Christian, I have 
always felt a very close 
affinity with the Holy Land. It 
was a delight to see places 
that I had learned about 
during my own childhood 
at Sunday school and in the 
pages of the scriptures we 
were encouraged to read. I 
was struck by just how small 
Israel is. In fact it is identical 
in size to my own homeland 
of Wales – just over 20,000 
km2 – with hills especially 
around Galilee just as green 
as the ones in Wales.”

Mr Crabb noted that Israel 
was one of the few places 
in the Middle East where 

Christians were free to 
practise their religion.

“At a time when the 
Christian population of 
the Middle East is in steep 
decline due to systematic 
and sustained persecution, 
Israel continues to be a 
place where Christians are 
welcomed and feel safe,” 
he said, adding: “Israel’s 
Christian community, as 
with all its diverse citizens, 
are free to live their lives as 
they wish and this should be 
celebrated.”

Condemning recent 
attacks on Israelis, Mr 
Crabb explained the 
government’s position, 
saying Mr Cameron “has 
been clear in condemning 
Palestinian incitement 
to violence; from schools 
named after terrorists to 
official Palestinian Authority 
television programmes 
glorifying attacks against 
the Israeli people. For this to 
be acceptable throughout 
Palestinian society is wrong; 
driving children, some as 
young as 11, to take a knife 
and try and kill an Israeli.

“We are clear on this, and 
our Prime Minister is clear 
on this; the recent wave of 
violence is unacceptable 
and Israel has the right and, 
indeed, the obligation to 
defend its citizens.”

Referring to Israeli victims 
of terror, he added: “Our 
thoughts tonight are with 
their families too, and with 
those who were killed and 
wounded in despicable and 
cowardly attacks.

“It is all too clear that 
the safety of the Jewish 
people cannot be taken 
for granted. I would like 
to assure you that the 
government of the United 
Kingdom, of which I am a 
member, does not take the 
safety of the Jewish people 
for granted. The need for 
a Jewish state remains as 
crucial now as it was in 
1948.”

WATCH
CUF I
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From incitement to celebration – 
How Hamas marked Jerusalem bus bombing

On Monday 18 April, a 
bomb ripped through a bus 
on a busy Jerusalem street. 
The inferno on Moshe 
Baram Street engulfed the 
stationary number 12 bus 
as well as a second empty 
bus and a car, wounding 20 
men, women and children; 
7 seriously. Less than 24 
hours later Hamas claimed 
responsibility. The attack 
was not a random incident. 
We take a look at how it 
forms part of a dangerous 
cycle of incitement to terror 
against Israel for which 
the world’s media remains 
silent. 

1. Incitement

The bus attack followed 
increased incitement from 
Hamas, including a music 
video that was released 
on YouTube in February. 
The song, which has had 
over 150,000 views, is 
called “Blow the roof off 

the bus” and is set in front 
of a burnt-out bus. In the 
video Hamas members 
can be seen dancing and 
singing around the bus still 
smoking after an attack. 
The disturbing image is 
remarkably similar to the 
attack in Jerusalem that 
took place two months later, 
except on that occasion 
the scenes were real. The 
video cuts away to a group 
of men acting as Jews and 
entering the bus that has 
an Israel flag stuck in the 
window before being blown 
up.

Just as haunting as the 
film set are the lyrics 
themselves. The entire song 
is encouraging martyrdom, 
especially from suicide 
bombings targeting “the 
Zionist”. The chorus, for 
example, says, “Oh bearer 
of good tidings, wrap the 
explosive belt around your 
waist. The story of the 

intifada will 
only be told 
when the roof 
of a bus goes 
flying.”  Other 
lines say, “Oh 
Martyrdom-
seeker, make 
them cry. Make 
fire engulf 

them. Turn them into body 
parts, roast them, bringing 
joy to the hearts of the 
steadfast people.”

We don’t know whether the 
bomber saw this video, but 
his actions are almost a 
fulfilment of this command.

2. Attack

Upon claiming responsibility, 
Hamas lauded its operative, 
Abdel Hamid Abu Srour, of 
Beit Jala near Bethlehem, 
for carrying out the bus 
attack. Srour, 19, was a 
resident of Aida refugee 
camp near Bethlehem and 
died in hospital following 
multiple surgeries.

While his father claimed 
he did not know, Srour’s 
mother on the other hand 
was filmed handing out 
candles at a march in 
his honour and released 
a picture of him as it was 
her son’s wishes to release 
the picture if he became a 
martyr.

3. Celebration

After the attack, Hamas 
members were seen on the 
streets of Gaza handing 
out sweets as people were 

beeping their horns in 
celebration of the attacks. 

Joining Hamas in 
celebrating the attack were 
TV presenters. Broadcaster 
Mohamed Hamed 
saluted the perpetrators of 
Jerusalem bus blast and 
praised their achievements 
on Hamas TV.

Hamas does not hide their 
support for terrorism or the 
fact they openly target Israeli 
civilians, yet the international 
community remains largely 
silent at condemning the 
attacks. The incitement, 
enactment and celebration 
of terror has got to stop.
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Labour launches 
investigation into 

anti-Semitism 
Jeremy Corbyn has announced that 
the Labour Party would be launching 
an inquiry into anti-Semitism in Labour, 
which will be headed by the former 
head of rights group Liberty Shami 
Chakrabarti. 

It follows the number of members who’ve 
been suspended for alleged racism 
since Jeremy Corbyn became leader to 
19 including former Mayor of London, 
Ken Livingstone, who was suspended 
in April for “bringing the party into 
disrepute” after claiming during a BBC 
Radio London interview that Hitler had 
supported Zionism before the Holocaust. 
He also defended Naz Shah, Labour MP 
for Bradford West, who was suspended 
earlier the same week pending an 
investigation into anti-Semitic social 
media posts. The Daily Telegraph 
claimed on 2 May that over 50 Labour 
members have been secretly suspended 
over anti-Semitic and racist comments.

Universities end ties 
with NUS over new 
leadership concerns

The universities of Lincoln and Newcastle 
have become the first to severe ties with 
the National Union of Students (NUS) 
after it elected controversial figure, 
Malia Bouattia, as president.

Bouattia, an activist in the Boycott, 
Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) 
movement, has previously advocated 
for Palestinian violence against Israelis, 
and has refused to condemn the 
Islamic State terrorist group. Her 21st 
April election sparked allegations of 
anti-Semitism and widespread criticism 
of the NUS.

UNESCO ignores 
Jewish connection with 

Temple Mount
The UN cultural chief has called for 
“respect and dialogue” following 
outrage over its vote divorcing the 
Temple Mount from the Jewish people, 
but did not take back its attempt to 
rewrite history at the holiest site in 
Judaism.

The UNESCO executive board in April 
adopted a resolution on “Occupied 
Palestine” presented by several Arab 
countries. It referred to Israel as the 
“occupying power” several times, and 
only referred to the Temple Mount as 
Al-Aqsa Mosque, likewise calling the 
Western Wall by the name Al-Buraq 
Wall, a term created in the 1920s by 
Arabs in an historical attempt to claim 
the site.

IDF uncovers Hamas 
‘terror tunnels’ in Israel

On 5 May, the IDF uncovered the 
second Hamas-built terror tunnel in 
a month running from the southern 
Gaza Strip into Israel. The military said it 
was uncovered as part of its “extensive 
counter terror efforts” in the wake of 
Operation Protective Edge, the 2014 war 
against Hamas in Gaza.

“This tunnel was built by Hamas in 
order to infiltrate Israel and execute 
terror attacks against the people of 
southern communities,” the IDF said in 
the statement. “The IDF will continue its 
counter terror activities to uncover and 
neutralize Hamas’ offensive tunnels.”

Jewish man forced to leave 
London home after 
anti-Semitic abuse.

Yisro’el Shalom, 52, says he was driven out 
of his home in London’s East End because 
he’s been targeted by racist thugs for 
being a Jew.

Mr Shalom told the Metro that between 
March 2010 and March 2013 he was 
verbally abused 65 times, spat at in the 
street and Nazi swastikas were sprayed 
across his house. He said twice he was 
savagely battered and beaten up by a 
gang as they screamed ‘kill the Jew’ and 
multiple attempted break-ins at his house.

Three teens from Paris 
suburb arrested for 

attacking locksmith they 
thought was Jewish

The suspects, all 15, are said to have 
ordered the services of a locksmith five 
months ago from a firm whose owners 
had a Jewish-sounding name. According 
to the French media, the teens beat the 
man, who wasn’t Jewish, sprayed tear 
gas in his face and threatened to kill him 
while at least one of them brandished a 
knife whilst shouting “Give your dough, 
dirty Jew”.

Jewish family’s car egged 
while attackers shout anti-
Semitic abuse in London 

A Jewish family, including a young baby, 
received death threats and eggs being 
thrown at their car, as they drove through 
London’s Blackwall Tunnel in April.

Durham University Jewish 
students find anti-Semitic 
graffiti on doors and walls

Swastikas and upside-down crosses were 
drawn on the outside of their student 
accommodations during a weekend 
in May, along with other anti-Semitic 
symbols, profanity and words such as 
“Auschwitz” on the walls.
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Hundreds of British and 
Israeli scientists meet 

at Oxford

Over 350 leading Israeli and British 
medical researchers met at the 
University of Oxford in April, in the 
largest bilateral gathering of recent 
years.

Despite recent calls to boycott 
academic cooperation with Israel, the 
3rd BIRAX Conference was attended 
by more than 250 British researchers 
from 33 institutions across the UK, as 
well as nearly 100 researchers from 
Israel’s research universities.

First official Jewish 
tartan revealed 

 
After 300 years of waiting, Scotland’s 
6,400-strong Jewish community finally has 
its own tartan. Jewish leaders and tartan 
authorities collaborated to come up with a 
design that at once represents Jewish values 
and Scottish history. The blue and white 
represents the Scottish flag, and a central 
gold line represents the gold from the Ark in 
the Biblical Tabernacle. The silver represents 
the Scroll of the Law, and the red represents 
traditional Kiddush wine.

The tartan, which was chosen by Rabbi 
Mendel Jacobs – the only Scottish-born Rabbi 
living in Scotland – is registered with the 
Scottish National Register of Tartan in the 
name of the Jewish Community of Scotland.

Israel warns all citizens to 
leave Turkey

 
On 29 March, Israelis were being 
advised by the Counter-terrorism 
office to stay away from Turkey, and 
those inside should leave as soon 
as possible. It followed a report by 
SkyNews the previous day claiming 
that terrorists from Islamic State 
have advanced plans to murder 
Jewish children in Turkey, targeting 
kindergartens, schools and youth 
centres.
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Your financial support 
enables us to make a pro-
active stand for Israel in 
our nation by providing 

resource, confronting anti-
Semitism and shaping 

public opinion through our 
campaigns.

Now is the time for us to 
stand up and speak out for 

Israel and the Jewish people.

M A G A Z I N E

WHY YOU SHOULD 
STAND WITH ISRAEL

THE POWERFUL 
MESSAGE BEHIND 

‘OVER THE RAINBOW’

ISRAELIS SHOW 
SOLIDARITY WITH 

CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS

CHRISTIANS UNITED FOR ISRAEL - UK

AUTUMN 2015

“For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent,

    for Jerusalem’s sake I will not remain quiet,

till her vindication shines out like the dawn,

    her salvation like a blazing torch.”

Isaiah 62:1

M A G A Z I N E

WHY YOU SHOULD 
STAND WITH ISRAEL

THE POWERFUL 
MESSAGE BEHIND 
‘OVER THE RAINBOW’

ISRAELIS SHOW 
SOLIDARITY WITH 
CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS

CHRISTIANS UNITED FOR ISRAEL - UK WINTER 2015

“For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent,
    for Jerusalem’s sake I will not remain quiet,

till her vindication shines out like the dawn,
    her salvation like a blazing torch.”

Isaiah 62:1

M A G A Z I N E

CHRISTIANS, JEWSAND THE QUEEN
WATER IN THE DESERTHow Israeli ingenuity and God’s favour is causing water to fl ow in the desert.

CHRISTIANS UNITED FOR ISRAEL - UK

SPRING 2016

NO LIE SHALL PROSPERBlack South Africans speak about the reality of apartheid in Israel.
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F rom 1948-1994, South Africa 
endured a rigid political system 
of racial segregation and 

discrimination against its black citizens. 
This system was called apartheid.
 
Today, anti-Israel activists 
are misusing the word 
apartheid to spread a lie 
that delegitimises the state 
of Israel. 

This prompted Israel 
Collective, a branch of CUFI 
aimed at millennials, to ask 
South Africans who lived 
through Apartheid and 
have experienced Israel to 
share their views on “Israeli 
Apartheid”.

Olga Meshoe (COO of DEISI International): 
“When I hear that Israel is an Apartheid 
state, when people make that accusation, 
depending on the mood that I’m in on the 
day, I either pack out laughing or I get really, 
really angry; because it’s an absolute lie.”

Tikva Magadzi (CEO of TikvaHope 
Foundation): “I’ve been to Israel four times 
and I can say from my experience that 
what the media depicts about Israel is not 
true. It’s not real.”

Nongcebo Andile Cele 
(researcher at Greater 
Good): “Right now if you say 
Israel is an Apartheid state, 
I won’t believe you, because 
I’ve been to Israel and it 
was awesome. We’re South 
African, so we know what 
apartheid is.”

Rev. Kenneth Meshoe 
(President of The African 
Christian Democratic Party): 
“You know, I was born 
under apartheid. I grew up 

and lived under apartheid. So, when people 
talk about apartheid they can’t tell me 
things I do not know.”

“I’ve been to Israel fourteen times. I’ve 
checked Israel from all corners. I’ve looked 

at what’s happening in the legislature, in 
the Knesset, I’ve looked at what’s happening 
in the streets and I’ve concluded that what 
happened in the South Africa that was 
under the apartheid government does not 
exist in Israel.”

Joseph Nyalungu: “When people say Israel 
is an Apartheid state. I don’t understand 
what they are talking about. Because I have 
lived in Apartheid. I understand those laws 
that were reinforced, I saw it in practice.”

Rev. Meshoe: “I’ve been a member of 
the South African parliament for the last 
21-years. During apartheid in South Africa 
you could never have black people in 
parliament. Black people were not even 
allowed to vote.”

“You go to Israel. You find members of 
the Knesset who are Arabs and Muslims. 
Members of the Knesset who speak against 
their own government. In South Africa, 
during apartheid, when black people 
spoke against their government, they were 
charged for treason.”

Olga: “(In South Africa) we couldn’t go to 
the same schools. We couldn’t use the same 
hospitals. In Israel you have Arabs lying in 
hospital next to a Jew. In Israel you have 
people mingling on the streets, sitting on 
the same benches. In South Africa you had 
signs, “White’s only sit here”, “White’s only 
drink from this fountain”.

Nongcebo: “Israel 
doesn’t say because 
you’re not Jewish 
you can’t go to the 
beach. Israel doesn’t 
say because you’re 
not Jewish you can’t 
go and watch a 
movie. When we 
had an Apartheid 
state, that’s what 
they said.”

“As a black person, to actually find out the 
truth, is to be like, you’re taking something 
so painful for black South Africans and miss-
presenting it for either publicity, for directed 
hate and then repackaging it and saying its 
apartheid? Not cool.”

Olga: “If the BDS (Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions movement) and everybody else 
that’s on their side was trying to actually 
accomplish something that was going to 
give hope, that was going to give life, that 
was going to encourage peace; then maybe 
let’s have a conversation on that.”

“But how dare you take that and use 
it to incite violence and use it to incite 
and encourage the destruction of a 
people, just because you don’t like them? 
That’s disgusting. And the world needs to 
recognise that you are not only doing an 
injustice to the people that are in the Middle 
East. You’re making what our parents went 
through, you’re making their struggle a 
mockery.”

Nongcebo: “Don’t take what you’re 
being fed. Don’t take what you read in 
newspapers. Go there (to Israel) and 
educate yourself… I got an opportunity 
to actually go to Israel and seek truth 
myself and it was mind boggling to see the 
misconceptions.”

Olga: “This war is real. It’s a war for our 
(Black South Africans) history, it’s a war for 
another nation’s survival. There was once 
a time when people didn’t want us to exist, 
when they didn’t believe that we had a 
right to anything. And if we really want to 
do justice to our legacy, to do justice to the 
challenges that we were able to overcome, 
then we’ll not only want to stand in solidarity 
with Israel and with the truth, but frankly 
with any nation that is under threat across 
the world.”

To watch the video visit Israel Collective: 
www.israelcollective.org

BLACK SOUTH AFRICANS ON ISRAELI APARTHEID 
NO LIE SHALL PROSPER



Happy Israel
In March, the United Nations released its ‘World 

Happiness Report’ for 2016.
 
The top countries this year were:

Israel, remarkably, ranked just outside the top 
ten, coming in at number 11. That means it ranks 
‘happier’ than the United Kingdom which came in at 
number 23. The United States was at 13, France at 
32, and Italy at 50. Israel is also the happiest country 
in the Middle East with the next being the United 
Arab Emirates, in at number 26.

According to the UN, “the widespread interest in the 
World Happiness Reports, of which this is the fourth, 
reflects growing global interest in using happiness 
and subjective well-being as primary indicators of the 
quality of human development.”

“Because of this growing interest, many 
governments, communities and organizations are 
using happiness data, and the results of subjective 
well-being research, to enable policies that support 
better lives.”

They also went on to say that this year, for the first 
time, they gave a special role to “the measurement 
and consequences of inequality”, stating that “the 
inequality of well-being provides a broader measure 
of inequality” and finds that people “are happier 
living in societies where there is less inequality of 
happiness”.

This is positive news for a nation like Israel. While 
many people try to label Israel as “apartheid”, 
these lies never hold true. And when the United 
Nations, one of Israel’s fiercest critics, actually lists 
Israel as being happy and then goes on to says how 
happiness measures inequality, they themselves 
are proving that Israel, while not perfect, is far from 
apartheid.

1.    Denmark
2.    Switzerland
3.    Iceland
4.    Norway
5.    Finland
6.    Canada

7.    The Netherlands
8.    New Zealand
9.    Australia
10.  Sweden
11.  Israel
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16 JUNE 2016
WESTMINSTER, LONDON

Registration is required,
book your tickets today. 

Call: 01793 862 210
Visit: www.cufi.org.uk/events


