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As God’s hand moved upon Jerusalem, the
attacks against Israel have also been on the
increase. To their northern border Iran is
establishing a military presence in Syria and
continuing its arming of Lebanese terror group
Hezbollah. On the border with Gaza, Hamas
terrorists, funded by Iran, mount violent
assaults against Israeli forces, drawing the
world’s attention to this violence. Instead of
standing with Israel, global political bodies
and the media have adopted the Hamas
propaganda and waged a political and media
war with the Jewish state. We therefore feel it
is important in this issue of the Torch to share
with you the truth about these situations and
equip you with the tools you need to be an
effective advocate for Israel.
Also included in this issue is an encouraging
story of “The Righteous Cyclist”, a look ahead
at Prince William’s visit to Israel as well as
how it is time for all of us to be a “Watchman
on the wall”.
Thank you for your continued support for
CUFI UK.

Des Starritt,
Executive Director,
CUFI-UK
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THE TRUTH ABOUT THE
GAZA BORDER CONFLICT

I

n March, April and May, the world’s media
focused on the border between Gaza and
Israel. If your only source on this situation
was from the viewpoint of the BBC or Sky
News, you may have the opinion that Israel
was indiscriminately murdering innocent
Palestinians. This is not true and it is time
to set the record straight about the Gaza
border conflict.
The recent violence started in March when
Palestinian activists living in Gaza devised
a plan to create a “March of Return” on the
border with Israel. The idea was for protesters
to gather near the border, erect tents and
hold “peaceful protests” until 15th May when
they would all march to the border fence and
attempt to enter Israel.
Before the march began, however, Hamas got
involved. They hijacked what was planned to
be peaceful and transformed into terrorism.
Hamas, the terror group that controls the Gaza
strip, invested $10 million (£7.5 million) into
this event, heavily promoting it on billboards

and on television throughout the Gaza Strip.
From the first day, Hamas forced bus drivers
to divert away from their regular routes and
instead traffic people to the border. The
emphasis was placed on families joining in the
march, and even patients from hospitals were
shipped to the front lines.
The peaceful protest still took place. This was
a tented area with food stands, bouncy castles,
performing artists and other fun activities for
families, known as the “family zone”. This
was where the majority of protesters stayed.
However, just a few dozen metres away violent
demonstrations took place. Each Friday
between 10,000 and 40,000 people joined the
“Great Return March” and the area between
the family zone and the border with Israel
essentially became a war zone.
Thousands of tyres were burned, rocks were
catapulted and Molotov cocktails were thrown
towards Israeli troops on the other side of the
border. Most of those taking part in rioting
were Palestinian civilians, however, Hamas
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terrorists wearing plain clothing walked among
them. Hamas gave orders to their people
to attend with concealed weapons. These
messages are available for all to see, in Arabic,
spread throughout Palestinian social media.
In addition to these instructions, Hamas issued
maps to its operatives. The maps showed the
shortest distances from the border fence to
Israeli towns and villages on the other side. If a
terrorist was able to infiltrate into Israel, their
mission was to head to the nearest civilian
population and kill Jews.
These messages from Hamas along with the
videos of terrorist actions are all freely available
to view online, but they are rarely reported by
the mainstream media.
A video that went viral online showed the
threat against Israel when terrorists cross the
border. The video shows a group of around 20
Palestinian men breaking through the security
fence and entering Israel. Some of the men are
seen running into Israel, whilst others split up
in order to damage the fence in other areas to
let more men through. Suddenly a man jumps
in front of the camera, his face fully covered
and wielding a meat cleaver, chanting, “Jews –
we are coming to slaughter you.”
In the same video a short while later an IDF
jeep arrives nearby and Israeli soldiers fire
warning shots towards the men. This causes
them to flee back through the fence into
Gaza. This is all on film. The world needs to

understand that Israel’s actions at the border
were in self-defence. The IDF should be
commended for protecting its citizens.

The vast majority
of those killed
were terrorists
One statistic the media fails to mention is
that the vast majority of those who died were
terrorist members of Hamas and were carrying
out attacks against Israeli forces when they
were killed.
Of the 112 killed, over 80% have been identified
as terrorists. That’s not “thought to be”, but
instead “are” members of Hamas or other
Palestinian terror groups. This 80% figure has
been consistent throughout the three month
campaign.
The bloodiest day of conflict came on Monday,
14 May, on the same day the US Embassy
was moved to Jerusalem. On this day 62
Palestinians were killed. Almost immediately
after, Israeli intelligence was finding links
between those killed with terrorist groups in
Gaza, mainly Hamas. Two days later Hamas
themselves confirmed this, with a senior
Hamas official announcing on Gaza television,
“50 of the martyrs were from Hamas, and
the other 12 were regular people”. When
questioned further, the official confirmed,

“These are not made up figures. These are
official figures from Hamas.”
Here are some further examples of those
identified as terrorists who were killed by Israel
during the protests.
Two terrorists were shot dead by Israel
after they went to the border fence and
fired two automatic machine guns at Israeli
soldiers. Their attack was filmed and
published on YouTube for all to see. They
were celebrated by Hamas as operatives.
Four Palestinian terrorists accidentally
killed themselves in a blast near one of the
protest camps on the Gaza border. The
Islamic Jihad Movement said that the four
men were members of the organization
and that they died during “preparations”.
One terrorist was shot dead by an Israeli
drone. He was killed because he was
spotted carrying a hand gun and was
just metres away from the border fence.
His body was collected by Palestinian
paramedics on the Gaza side of the border.
It was they (not Israel) who announced
that this man was in possession of not just
a gun, but also grenades and a meat cleaver.
The footage of this incident is available
online and the gun in his hand is clearly
visible.
Eight terrorists were killed when they
launched an attack on Israeli forces at
the border. The incident happened when
hundreds of men, women and children
stood together to protest behind a wall of
thick smoke from burning tyres. In among
this crowd was a squadron of at least eight
Hamas terrorists, armed and waiting to
attack. As soon as an Israeli jeep came
close to the fence, two of the terrorists
began firing guns towards the jeep, hitting it
several times. The other six terrorists then
launched grenades and other explosives
towards the Israeli troops positioned
behind the border fence. Fortunately, the
crowd of people dispersed as soon as the
explosions began. This gave the IDF clear
vision of the terrorists and the order was
given to open fire. All eight terrorists were
shot dead. In total they fired dozens of

rounds at Israeli troops and detonated nine
explosives. Israel’s response showed the
precise operations its snipers carry out.
Video footage of this incident is available
online.
Above we have mentioned how 15 of the
terrorists were killed. Many more of those
killed were in similar incidents to the ones
mentioned above. Much is documented by the
Palestinians and all of the incidents mentioned
above are either available to watch online for
everyone to see or are solely from Palestinian
sources, meaning that Israel could not make
them up. Unfortunately, few media sources
have shown this footage or report on these
incidents. They simply label every Palestinian
involved in the protests as “peaceful” or
“unarmed”.

Palestinian leaders
say these are NOT
“peaceful protests”
A senior Hamas official Mahmoud Al-Zahhar
said live on Al Jazeera news, “Is this really
‘peaceful resistance’? This is not peaceful
resistance. Has the option (of armed struggle)
diminished? No. On the contrary, it is growing
and developing. That’s clear. So when we talk
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Hamas doesn’t value
its own people
If you ever needed proof that Hamas doesn’t
care about its own people, you only need to
look at this example.
There is one humanitarian border crossing
between Israel and Gaza, the Kerem Shalom
crossing. This is where 2,500 truckloads of
humanitarian aid is shipped into Gaza every
week from Israel. It is also home to the only
gas and oil pipelines into Gaza.
In May, Hamas terrorists attacked the Kerem
Shalom crossing THREE TIMES in two weeks.

about ‘peaceful resistance,’ we are deceiving
the public. This is a peaceful resistance
bolstered by a military force and by security
agencies, and enjoying tremendous popular
support.”

Hamas burned
its tyres then blamed
Israel for shortage

The truth is that over the course of a
three-month period, tens-of-thousands of
Palestinians were involved in violent riots
against Israel. During that period of time,
112 people were killed; that is less than 1% of
the total number of violent rioters. Of those
killed, more than 80% have been identified as
terrorists. Of those not affiliated with terrorist
groups, many were carrying weapons or were
involved in terror attacks. It seems that some
of those killed were caught up in the crossfire,
and that is tragic, however, to accuse Israel of
indiscriminately killing Palestinians is a vicious
lie. Israel should be commended for being so
precise in its targeting of terrorists in what was
a very violent and complex situation.

On 6 April, Hamas terrorists burned 10,000
tyres along the Gaza border in an attempt
to create a “smoke screen” in order to carry
out attacks on the border. This was not only
a massive waste of resources it was also an
environmental hazard. The IDF used large
fans and water cannons in an attempt to
limit the effects of the noxious smoke.

Unfortunately, the mainstream media does
not care about statistics or evidence. Most
media channels have shamefully carried
the Hamas narrative. News readers decried
Israel’s “slaughter” of “unarmed protesters”,
willingly or unwittingly acting as propaganda
mouthpieces for the terrorist group. And it
worked to turn hearts and minds against Israel.
6

The most bizarre point of this protest took
place two days later when the Palestinian
Transport Ministry complained of the
shortage of tyres and the fact Israel had
temporarily halted tyre imports, saying,
“We have been informed by the Israeli side
that imports of tyres have been halted until
further notice. There is no doubt stopping
tyre imports will have a negative effect on
Palestinians in Gaza especially considering
there is shortage of them there. We are going
to exert all efforts so that Israel reverses its
decision.”
It should be noted that Hamas forced people
to donate tyres for this cause.
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On the second and third attempts the
terrorists managed to set fire to pipelines,
causing massive damage to flow of fuel into
Gaza. Hospitals in Gaza warned that they
only had a few days fuel supply for their
generators. Hamas was putting their own
people’s lives at risk.
This is the only crossing that provides fuel,
food and medical supplies from Israel into
Gaza. Gaza is already struggling to provide all
of these things to its people. Why then would
Hamas, the ruling body of Gaza attack its only
lifeline?
Thankfully, Israel worked to repair the
pipelines and in the meantime delivered
emergency shipments of fuel into Gaza to
help alleviate the shortage. Hamas refused
any medical aid shipments from Israel for a
few days in protest.

Gas pipeline on fire

The Incitement
of Hamas
We want to be clear here. Hamas, the terrorist
organisation that controls the Gaza strip, is
responsible for every death at the Gaza border.
Hamas leaders spoke regularly in the “family
zone”, many of them were filmed stirring up
the crowds and sending them “to battle” at the
border fence.
Hamas leader Yahya Sinwar, the top man in
Hamas, was filmed at the protests during April,
surrounded by bodyguards and declaring to
those gathered, “We will take down the border
(with Israel) and we will tear out their hearts
from their bodies.” He also bragged about their
tactics of infiltrating militants into civilian
crowds as surprising the enemy.
In another video from the family zone, groups
of Palestinian men chant “Kill the Jews”. This
chant was filmed many times throughout the
protests. Note here they are not saying, “We
want freedom”, or even, “Kill the IDF”, they are
instead highlighting that their true hate is for
the Jews.
When Hamas’s Political Bureau Chairman,
Ismail Haniyeh, one of the most recognisable

“We will take down the border and we will
tear out their hearts from their bodies.”
- Hamas leader Yahya Sinwar (pictured centre)
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“If you cared for
human rights,
you should
commend
the IDF”

EU, the US and many others. All of the quotes
listed above are from Palestinian television.
They clearly show Hamas leaders themselves
speaking these words. So why is the media
defending their hatred by refusing to air this
incitement. Why is the media continually
demonising Israel?

The Response from the
British Government
The UK government has condemned Hamas
for funding and inciting violence on the Gaza
border and for using women and children in
their protests. However, they also called for an
international investigation into the response
from the Israeli army. The feeling given by the
UK is that they are sitting on the fence on this
issue, trying not to upset either side.

leaders in Hamas, spoke at the return
march he declared, “Palestine is from the
(Mediterranean) Sea to the (Jordan) River”.
This is a call for the destruction of Israel. He
then said that Palestinians would, “never,
never, never” recognise a state of Israel.
Haniyeh then joined in the chant, “Khaybar,
Khaybar, oh Jews. The army of Muhammad
is returning.” This is a common Arabic chant
referencing when the Prophet Muhammad
slaughtered the Jews of Khaybar in AD 628.
This is chanted as a battle cry against Jews.
He then told the cheering crowd, “These are
not mere words… this is our principle, our
ideology, and it is not up for compromise.”
Meanwhile on Hamas Al-Alqsa TV channel, an
elder of the Al-Sawarka tribe in Gaza declared
“the Palestinian people shall liberate its land
with blood, with martyrs, with women, and
with children… we shall come and take down
that [border] fence with the fingernails of our
children.”
Hamas is a terrorist organisation. Hamas is
proscribed as a terrorist group in the UK, the
8

The Labour Party, on the other hand, has
shown itself to be totally biased against Israel.
Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn has tweeted
a number of scathing rebukes of Israel and
without any criticism of Hamas. One such
tweet reads, “The killing of dozens of unarmed
protesters and wounding of many more by
Israeli forces in Gaza, on the day President
Trump moved the US embassy to Jerusalem, is
an outrage that demands not just international
condemnation, but action.”
Corbyn made his first “unarmed protesters”
comments on the day that it was revealed that
16 of the 19 killed (at that point) were members
of Hamas. In fact, all sixteen of the men linked
with terrorist groups are pictured holding guns
and posing in military gear. All of them received
military funerals from Hamas. And all of their
families will receive payments from the Hamas
martyr’s fund.
However, as evidence that opinions can change
when presented with the truth, Nick Boles,
Conservative MP, admitted he was wrong to
criticise Israel before Hamas released figures
showing most of those killed were terrorists.
“I should have not been so quick to judge,” he
said, “Israel had an absolute right to defend
itself.”
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olonel Richard Kemp, a former Commander of the British Army, was at the Gaza
border on Monday, 14 May, during the heaviest day of violence at the border. He
then travelled from Israel straight to New York to deliver this powerful speech and
challenge the United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) ahead of their anti-Israel
biased resolution regarding the Hamas riots.
We commend Colonel Kemp, an expert in this field, for standing up and speaking the truth at
the UNHRC. This is a message they needed to hear:

“

I commanded British troops in
Afghanistan, Iraq, the Balkans and
Northern Ireland, and served with
NATO and the United Nations. I have
come straight from the Gaza front line
to share my assessment.
Based on what I observed, I can say
that everything we just heard here is a
complete distortion of the truth.
The truth is that Hamas, a terrorist
organization that seeks the destruction
of Israel and murder of Jews
everywhere, deliberately caused over
60 of its own people to get killed.
They sent thousands of civilians to
the front line — as human shields for
terrorists trying to break through the
border. Hamas’s goal, in their own
words, was “blood… in the path of
Jihad.”
I ask every country in this Council:
You have all been telling us that Israel

”

should have reacted differently. But
how would you respond if a Jihadist
terror group sent thousands to flood
your borders, and gunmen to massacre
your communities?
Your failure to admit that Hamas is
responsible for every drop of blood
spilt on the Gaza border encourages
their violence and use of human
shields. It makes you complicit in
further bloodshed.

If Israel had allowed these mobs to
break through the fence, the IDF would
then have been forced to defend their
own civilians from slaughter and many
more Palestinians would have been
killed.
Israel’s actions therefore saved lives
of Gazans; and if this Council really
cared about human rights, it should
commend the Israel Defence Force for
that, not condemn them on the basis
of lies.”
– Colonel Richard Kemp
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MAKING
HISTORY
JERUSALEM IS
THE ETERNAL,
UNDIVIDED
CAPITAL OF
ISRAEL AND
THE JEWISH
PEOPLE.

T

he opening of the US embassy in Jerusalem
marked a historic and Biblical moment for
Israel and the Jewish people and the fact it took
place on the 70th anniversary of the Jewish State’s
independence is significant.
Seventy has a sacred meaning in the Bible that is made up
of the factors of two perfect numbers, seven (representing
perfection) and ten (representing completeness and God’s
law). As such, it symbolizes perfect spiritual order carried
out with all power. It can also symbolize judgement.
Seventy years ago, on 14 May 1948, Israel was reborn as a
nation. The first country to recognise the newly formed
Jewish State, just 11 minutes after the expiration of the
British Mandate for Palestine, was the United States of
America.
This year, on the same day seventy years later, President
Donald Trump made history by moving the American
embassy to Jerusalem. The USA was once again the first
country in the world to take this bold step.

The media has reported that this
move “goes against US foreign policy”,
but the opposite is true. US foreign
policy for the past 20 years has been
that the US will move its embassy.
This was voted for overwhelmingly
by both the US Senate and Congress.
However, the past four Presidents
have all postponed the move. They
signed a waiver every six months of
their presidency stopping the move
from taking place. President Trump
was the first to enact the will of
Congress and the people.
Christians United for Israel was born in
America from the vision of Pastor John
Hagee. We believe that CUFI has been
influential in seeing this embassy move
become a reality.
Vice President Mike Pence, a strong
advocate for Israel in the White House, is a
close friend of CUFI. He was part of our first
ever trip to Israel whilst he was a governor
at the time. And
CUFI’s founder,
Pastor Hagee, and
other members of
CUFI’s leadership
team have had
the honour of
personally meeting
and talking with
President Trump
and members of
his team on various occasions.
Late last year, in the weeks leading up to the
decision being made, Pastor Hagee and his
wife Diana were invited to the White House
for dinner with President Trump and First
Lady Melania.
Pastor Hagee had the opportunity to share
with President Trump about the significance
of the Jubilee year. He explained how the
Old Testament teaches that God measures
time in modules of 50 years, called Jubilee
years (Leviticus 25). Jubilee years only count
when the Jewish people are in the land of
Israel, so you could say that Israel is God’s
prophetic clock.

In 1917 the Balfour Declaration was signed,
the British government granted the Jewish
people a home in the land of Israel. The
next Jubilee year was fifty years on from
that point; 1967. In that year was the Six
Day War when Jerusalem was brought back
under Israeli sovereignty. For the first time
in 2,000 years, Jews were free to live and
worship in Jerusalem once again and Israel
regained possession of its capital. This was
the first time since AD 70, when
under Titus the Romans drove
the Jews out of Jerusalem. Pastor
Hagee explained all of this to
President Trump and explained to
him that 2017 was again a Jubilee
year and that God was planning
something big regarding Israel.
A campaign promise of President
Trump was that he would move
the US Embassy to Jerusalem. At the end
of the meal, the President stood up and
pointed his finger at Pastor Hagee and said,
“Other people have failed you, but I will not
disappoint you in this promise”.
On 6 December 2017, during the Jubilee year,
President Trump made the announcement
to move the embassy and sent shockwaves
around the world. This year, on 14 May
2018, seventy years to the day since Israel
declared its independence in 1948, the US
Embassy moved to Jerusalem.
This man, who so many in the world have
condemned, was used by God to fulfil His
purposes regarding Jerusalem according to
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His perfect timing, both in the
Jubilee year and according to the
significance of seventy years.
In a political sense there was no
question that this was the right
decision. The United States has
its embassy in the capital city
of every nation on the face of
the earth, whether they be close
allies or “ten horned dictators
and thugs”, as Pastor Hagee puts
it. The US gives honour to nations that hate
Israel and the US. Yet, the world expected
the US to treat its “best friend in the Middle
East”, Israel, without this same honour.
International law states that every nation
on earth has the sovereign right to decide
which city is its capital city. Israel has
chosen Jerusalem
as its capital city.
International law
also states that
the location of an
embassy must be
agreed upon by
the host nation (Israel) and the guest nation
(USA) and that no other nation can interfere
with that decision (despite UN resolutions
that attempted to do so). By all accounts on
an earthly, legal basis, the United States had

every right to place its embassy in Israel’s
capital, Jerusalem.
On a spiritual level, Christians and Jews
recognise this move was one of Biblical
significance. The Bible calls Jerusalem the
City of God. No other city on the face of
the earth can claim such a title. Other cities
can boast of their size, their wealth or their
beauty, but Jerusalem is the only
city where God put his name.
God’s integrity is on that city and
its people and as the “mountains
surround about Jerusalem, so
the Lord surrounds His people.”
Unfortunately, the world is blind to the truth
and wants to divide up Jerusalem. They
have a false belief that Israel’s enemies are
going to negotiate peace with a section of
Jerusalem as an incentive. The reality is that
the enemies of Israel want the utter and
absolute destruction of the Jewish people.
They care not for the land or city they
profess to love. They care only that it does
not belong to the Jews.
Like President Truman who made a bold
and courageous decision to recognise Israel
at statehood, President Trump has also
stepped into political immortality. What he
has done will be eternally celebrated. He
showed the world that Jerusalem is not up
for negotiation. Jerusalem is the eternal,
undivided capital of Israel and the Jewish
people.
Psalm 132:13-14 “For the Lord hath
chosen Zion; he hath desired it for his
habitation. This is my rest for ever:
here will I dwell; for I have desired it.”

12
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Pastor John Hagee’s Benediction at the US Embassy
Opening Ceremony in Jerusalem on 14 May 2018

“O

ur most gracious Heavenly Father,
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,
the God who calls the stars by
name, and measures space by the span
of His hand, the God who is the King
of the universe, we gather here today to
thank you for the joy of living and seeing
this glorious and historic day. We thank
you for the State of Israel, the lone torch
of freedom in the Middle East who lives
and prospers because of Your everlasting
love for the Jewish people. It was You oh
LORD who gathered the exiles from the
nations and brought them home again.
It was You who made statehood possible.
It was You who gave a miraculous victory
in 1967 when Jerusalem was reopened
to worshippers of all faiths. Jerusalem
is the city of God. Jerusalem is the
heartbeat of Israel. Jerusalem is the
place where Abraham placed his son
on the altar of the Temple Mount and
became the father of many nations.
Jerusalem is where Isaiah and Jeremiah
penned principles of righteousness that
became the moral foundations of western
civilization. Jerusalem is where Messiah
will come and establish a kingdom that
will never end. We thank you oh LORD
for President Donald Trump’s courage

”

in acknowledging to the world a truth
established 3,000 years ago that Jerusalem
is and always shall be the eternal capital
of the Jewish people. And because of
that courage of our President, we gather
here today to consecrate the ground
upon which the United States embassy
will stand, reminding the dictators of the
world that America and Israel are forever
united. We thank you for our ambassador,
David Friedman, and pray your anointing
upon him as he opens the doors of the
U.S. embassy to receive the nations of
the world. Let the word go forth from
Jerusalem today that Israel lives. Shout it
from the housetops that Israel lives. Let
every Islamic terrorist hear this message:
‘Israel lives.’ Let it be heard in the halls
of the United Nations: ‘Israel lives.’ Let
it echo down the halls of the presidential
palace in Iran: ‘Israel lives.’ Let it be
known to all men that Israel lives because
He that keepeth Israel neither slumbers
nor sleeps. As King David prayed 3,000
years ago: ‘We pray for the peace of
Jerusalem and all its inhabitants. Let the
Name of the LORD be glorified today, for
the defender of Israel today, tomorrow,
and forever is here.’ Can we all shout,
‘Hallelujah!’ Amen!
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Proof: Iran is directly
funding Hamas riots
In an interview with
the Lebanese Al-Mayadeen
TV channel on 21 May, the
Hamas leader in Gaza,
Yahya Sinwar, said that
with the help of Iran,
Hamas has managed
to “greatly develop its
capabilities”.
Sinwar added that Iran
has provided Hamas’s Izz
Al-Din Al-Qassam Brigades
and other Gaza factions “a
lot of money, equipment, and
expertise.”
Speaking during the
recent campaign of violence
against Israel at the Gaza
border, he said that Hamas
had “excellent” relations with
Hezbollah and that there is
coordination on an “almost
daily” basis between the
two organizations. He also
described Hamas’s relations
with Iran, the Iranian
Revolutionary Guards and
Qasem Soleimani (Head of
Iran’s Quds Force) as “very
strong, powerful, and warm”.
He added, “Our relations
with the Islamic Republic are
excellent.”
The warming towards
Iran under the leadership
of Yahya Sinwar, who was
14

elected as Hamas leader in
February 2017, is in contrast
to his predecessor who
had differences with Iran
over Tehran’s alliance with
Syria’s Bashar al-Assad. The
latest admission indicates a
strengthening alliance and
increasing influence by Iran
at Israel’s southern border.
This is not the only
recent confession of the
Iran-Hamas connection. In
December, senior Hamas
official Saleh Al-Arouri
boasted about Hamas’s ties
with Iran and Hezbollah,
and formally credited the
Islamic Republic for arming
Palestinian terrorist groups.
“Who supports the
resistance in Gaza and
Palestine? Iran. It is Iran
and Hezbollah that confront
that entity [Israel] along
with us,” Al-Arouri said in an
interview on Al-Quds TV on
30 December 2017.

Putting
differences aside
Meanwhile in January,
Hezbollah leader Hassan
Nasrallah told an
CUFI.ORG.UK

interviewer on Mayadeen
TV how Hezbollah, Fatah,
Hamas, Islamic Jihad and
other groups are prepared
to put aside differences
for a new “intifada” and
would unite in the event of a
large-scale war to “liberate
Jerusalem, and not just the
Galilee.”
Giving a clear indication
that the various groups were
prepared to put differences
aside, he continued, “The
main issue right now
is the intifada within
occupied Palestine and
the accompanying activity
abroad.”
“Whether ‘from the

River to the Sea’ or the
1967 borders, whether
Jerusalem in its entirety
or just East Jerusalem, the
refugees, the West Bank
borders, negotiations or no
negotiations – we put all this
aside. We said that the heart
of the Palestinian cause,
Jerusalem, is being targeted,
so let us cooperate. This was
the spirit of all the factions.”
When asked by the
interviewer whether
cooperation means with
demonstrations, Nasrallah
replied, “Within occupied
Palestine it is about direct
confrontation, obviously.
We all know what Intifada
means.”
Speaking three months
before the riots in Gaza,
which started with a $10
million budget, Nasrallah
confirmed that Iran would
provide financial and military
aid for “the Intifada”.
“From outside Palestine
all types of aid are required:
demonstrations, media,
policies, the rise of the

peoples of the region, and
even in the outside world
– we should all benefit
from our ties and our
communities there. We
talk about media support,
political support, financial
support… This is very
natural.”

Aid from Iran is
now direct
Denying that
Hezbollah are mediators
in channelling financial
support from Iran to the
Palestinians, Nasrallah
suggested that Iran
provides aid directly.
“The Islamic Republic
is proud to fulfil its duty,
when it provides aid to
the Palestinian resistance
factions. It’s not that they
need a mediator to avoid
the consequences. They are
doing it out in the open.”

“Nothing to do
with Trump”
Nazrallah also clearly
stated that support for
the “Intifada within
Palestine” consists of
weapons in addition to
financial support and
that it has “nothing to do
with Trump’s decision to
recognise Jerusalem.”
“As far as we are
concerned, the support in
weapons has never stopped.
It has nothing to do with
Trump’s decision about
Jerusalem. The resistance
inside Palestine should have
CUFI.ORG.UK

the necessary weapons
and the necessary military
capabilities. This is our
unwavering platform. It is
not a reaction to a decision
here or a diplomatic or
political measure there.”

Who’s Who?
Hamas

Palestinian, Sunni
Islamist terror group
that controls Gaza

Islamic Jihad

Palestinian Islamist
terror group based
in Gaza; smaller
than Hamas and not
interested in political
role, “just” the
destruction of Israel

Hezbollah

Shia Islamist terror
group based in
Lebanon, backed by
Iran

Islamic
Revolutionary
Guard Corps

Branch of Iran’s Armed
Forces founded after
1979 revolution to
defend “the regime”,
rather than Iran’s
borders

Fatah

Largest Palestinian
nationalist party,
questionably selfdescribed as “secular”,
founded by Arafat and
currently led by Abbas,
based in Ramallah
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Israeli aid and rescue
teams help in Guatemala
after deadly volcanic
eruption

TWO MILLION Brazilian
Christians honour ISRAEL
at Sao Paulo march
About two million Evangelical
Christians waved Israeli flags and prayed
for the Jewish state during the ‘March for
Jesus’ on 31 May in Sao Paulo.
For the first time in nearly 20 years,
Jewish officials were invited to attend the
2.5 mile parade.
Watch at: cufi.org.uk/two-millionbrazilian-christians

A team of Israeli aid workers from
relief organization IsraAID have been
helping in Guatemala to distribute relief
aid following two devastating volcanic
eruptions.
Already on location were 45
Guatemalan first responders who
were trained earlier this year by
Israeli volunteer rescue and recovery
organization ZAKA. Israel’s Foreign
Ministry also sent $10,000 emergency aid
to Guatemala, which became the second
country to open its embassy in Jerusalem
in May.
Six specialist medics from Israel also
travelled to Guatemala to support health
authorities in the care of survivors.

Argentina cancels Israel
football friendly over
Palestinian threats
The anti-Israel lobby described the
cancellation by Argentina of their match
against Israel in June as a “victory for
BDS”. However CUFI revealed that
the Argentinian Football Association
cancelled the match because of the
Palestinian threats against Messi and
the team.
The threats of violence, including
death threats, came after the head of the
Palestinian Football Association called
for fans to “target Messi personally” and
headed up a campaign against Messi and
his team ahead of their final World Cup
warm-up friendly in Jerusalem.
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King’s College London
adopts international
definition of anti-Semitism;
introduces new rules
against disruptive student
protests
The news was welcomed by CUFI
after a number of incidents at King’s
College where Israeli speakers and proIsrael events have been disrupted by
violent student protests.
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Israeli security officials say they
thwarted a plot to assassinate Prime
Minister Netanyahu and Jerusalem
Mayor, Nir Barkat. It was revealed in
June that arrests were made of members
of a terror cell belonging to the Popular
Front for the Liberation of Palestine
(PFLP), and planned a series of attacks
on American and Canadian diplomatic
facilities.

UK taxpayers gave £20
million to Palestinian
schools teaching Jihad
More than £20 million of
British aid money is being spent
on Palestinian schools that teach
children about Jihad and martyrdom.
A report by the Institute for
Monitoring Peace and Cultural Tolerance
in School Education reveals that the
Palestinian Authority school curriculum
‘utilizes a variety of tools to convince
children—mostly boys—to risk their lives
and die as martyrs’.
It goes on to highlight some of the
lessons that are being funded by British
aid. For example, a science textbook
explains Newton’s second law of physics
by using an image of a boy with a
slingshot targeting soldiers, to explain
power, mass, and tensile strength.

Zimbabwean opposition
leader will establish ties
with Israel “for spiritual
renewal”
Nelson Chamisa, Zimbabwe’s main
opposition leader has announced he will
establish formal ties with Israel if it wins
the July election.
“We must re-establish our relationship
with Israel; we must have the embassy
of Israel coming back here; we must have
our embassy in Israel. Why, because
Israel is such an important player and
partner going forward, in terms of our
reconstructing agenda, but also in terms
of our spiritual renewal as a nation.”

Romania has become the first
country to buy Israel’s Iron Dome
short-range rocket interception
system after the state-owned company
Romaero signed a deal in June with
Israel’s Rafael Advanced Systems
The South African government
has called upon Israel to withdraw
from Gaza, despite Israel unilaterally
pulling out of Gaza in 2005. The bizarre
statement is just the latest of on-going
anti-Israel rhetoric by the current
government.
Former mayor of London, Ken
Livingstone, resigned from the
Labour party in June following
a two-year suspension for his
comments regarding Hitler and
Zionism. Mr Livingstone said he did not
accept he was guilty of anti-Semitism or
bringing Labour into disrepute but his
case had become a “distraction” for the
party and its political ambitions.
Paraguay became the third country
in May to open its embassy in
Jerusalem. It followed the US and
Guatemala also in May. Interestingly,
Guatemala was the first country in the
world to open an embassy in Jerusalem
in 1956, but moved it to Tel Aviv in 1980
after a UN order to do so.

CUFI.ORG.UK
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I
NOW IS THE TIME TO BE A

“ Watchman
on the wall ”

18

CUFI.ORG.UK

f there was ever a time to be a
“watchman on the wall”, it is now.
In the past few months, the world has
looked towards Jerusalem for a series of
major events affecting Israel. From the
opening of the US embassy to the Jewish
State’s 70th anniversary. The international
community has also looked on as Israel
defends its southern and northern borders.
And whilst the dynamics of the wider
Middle East region remain as fragile and
mutable as ever, let’s keep looking towards
Jerusalem.
There are significant events ahead and it will
be the watchmen especially that will have the
best vantage point.
“I have set watchmen on your walls, O
Jerusalem; They shall never hold their peace day
or night. You who make mention of the Lord, do
not keep silent.” Isaiah 62:6
It is the watchmen that are viewing events
from a different perspective, witnessing
events unfold and interpreting them as
significant for the days in which we are living.
It is the watchmen that determine what is
developing on the horizon, discerning that
which may require attention or action. It is
also the watchmen that are most concerned
about Israel’s defence and are prepared
to warn if necessary in response to their
observations. It is the watchmen that are the
most alert in the land; they are dependable;
they are the protectors, the ones that refuse
to remain silent whether day or night.

You are a “watchman on the wall” today if
your heart is for Israel and the Jewish people.
Let us make effective use of our vantage
point by coming before the throne of God in
praying for Israel. For example, pray for the
protection of Israel’s borders, for the safety
of those living there, for Britain’s relationship
with Israel, for Israel to prosper as well as
Israel’s blessing to the nations; for the Israeli
government, for the IDF, for those plotting
against the Jewish state, and, of course, for
the peace of Jerusalem.
As the Psalmist penned, “He who watches
over Israel, neither slumbers of sleeps”
(Psalm 121:4). We can have full confidence
that whilst we are surrounded with everchanging and often troubling events in our
world, our hope rests in the faithfulness
of our Lord. Our certainty in an uncertain
world rests upon the promises of the God of
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, whose ways are
unchanging and whose Word stands for ever.
Will you be a “watchman on the wall” for
Israel at this time? You have been set on the
walls for this moment in time.
Thank you for praying and standing with
Israel.

Join the prayer network at

www.cufi.org.uk/prayer

CUFI.ORG.UK
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ISRAEL UNDER ATTACK TIMELINE OF
10 FEB

30 MAR

30 APR

IRAN/SYRIA

ACTION BY ISRAEL

HAMAS/GAZA

Iranian UAV (drone)
breaches Israeli
airspace; shot
down by Israel.
Investigation later
reveals drone
was armed with
explosives.

Rioters set fire to
thousands of tyres
at Gaza border in
second Friday of
violence.

2 MAR

INTERNATIONAL
RESPONSE

Israel military on
heightened alert
following airstrike
on an Iranian
air base in Syria,
known as T4, on 9
April is attributed
to Israel.
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9 MAY
IRAN/SYRIA

29 APR

US, UK and
France launch
airstrikes on
military sites in
Syria following
a suspected
chemical attack.

ACTION BY ISRAEL
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HAMAS/GAZA

Iranian politicians
chant “death to
America” and burn
US flag.

8 MAY

INTERNATIONAL
RESPONSE

INTERNATIONAL
RESPONSE

New satellite
images in US media
suggest potential
Iranian military
expansion in Syria.

Ambassador Nikki
Haley slams Iran’s
aggression, says
Israel “rightly took
action to defend
itself”.

IRAN/SYRIA

Explosive devices
hurled into Israel
in third week of
violence at Gaza
border involving
10,000 protesters.

11 APR

INTERNATIONAL
RESPONSE

10 MAY

13 APR

HAMAS/GAZA

ACTION BY ISRAEL

PM Netanyahu gives
presentation to media,
revealing a trove of
incriminating evidence
recently obtained by Israel
proving that Iran lied and
continues to lie about
nuclear programme.

Tens of thousands of
Palestinians follow
instructions to join the
“March of Return” at the
Gaza border to last for several
weeks. At least 16 of 19
rioters killed are identified as
members of Hamas.

6 APR

In response to
airspace breach,
IDF hits 12 Iranian
sites in Syria;
planes met with
heavy anti-aircraft
fire; F-16 crashes
in Israel, pilot
seriously injured.

RECENT ACTIVITY AT ISRAEL’S BORDERS

President Trump
pulls US out of
“disastrous” Iran
nuclear deal.

INTERNATIONAL
RESPONSE

ACTION BY ISRAEL

200 missiles
belonging to Iran
are destroyed in
strikes on two
bases in Syria.
One explosion
registered 2.6 on
Richter scale.

ACTION BY ISRAEL

Netanyahu meets
Putin in Moscow.

ACTION BY ISRAEL

Israel places north
on high alert
following “unusual
activity” by Iran in
Syria earlier in day.

UK remains
supportive of Iran
deal as EU calls
meeting to discuss
its future.

At midnight, Iran’s
al-Quds forces fire
32 rockets targeting
Israeli military in
Golan Heights in
first ever direct
attack on Israel by
Iran itself. Four
were intercepted by
Israel’s Iron Dome
and the remainder
landed short of
Israel.

ACTION BY ISRAEL

Israel responds
with largest military
operation over Syria
since 1973 Yom Kippur
War with more than
50 raids on Iranian
sites in Syria, firing
70 air-launched and
tactical missiles,
causing a significant
setback to Iran’s
operational, military
and intelligence
infrastructures in Syria.

INTERNATIONAL
RESPONSE

Theresa May
condemns Iran over
missile strike, says
Israel has every right to
defend itself.
CUFI.ORG.UK
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14 MAY

16 MAY

HAMAS/GAZA

Approx. 40,000
Palestinians protest at
Israel-Gaza border. 10
explosive devices are
detonated by rioters;
Kites with firebombs
ignite 23 fires. 62
Gazans reported killed.

28 MAY

HAMAS/GAZA

HAMAS/GAZA

Hamas official says 50 out
of 62 killed on Monday were
members of the terror group.
Three more claimed by Islamic
Jihad. Another Hamas official
tells Palestinian TV that public
are being deceived about
“peaceful protests”.

Since 13 April, some 300 incendiary kites were flown
into Israel, 100 fires and more than 3,000 acres of
wheat destroyed, causing millions of shekels worth of
damage to the farmers of the area.

29 MAY
HAMAS/GAZA

15 MAY

21 MAY

HAMAS/GAZA

HAMAS/GAZA

Riots continue
with Hamas
encouraging
protesters to
take weapons
to border and
kidnap Israeli
civilians.

Hamas leader Yahya Sinwar
admits on live TV that they are
coordinating with Hezbollah and
Iran on an “almost daily basis”

18 MAY

INTERNATIONAL
RESPONSE

US opens embassy in
Jerusalem.
Turkey expels Israeli
Ambassador. South Africa and
Ireland summon theirs.

INTERNATIONAL
RESPONSE

Islamic leaders
from 57 countries
meet in Istanbul
at invitation of
Erdogan to discuss
situation in Gaza.

US and Australia condemn
Hamas.

ACTION BY ISRAEL

IDF strikes several
Hamas targets
after continued
violence at Gaza
border.

25 MAY

ACTION BY ISRAEL

Reports emerge that
Israel’s security cabinet
is now meeting in
underground bunker for
foreseeable future.
INTERNATIONAL
RESPONSE

UNHRC condemns
Israel over handling of
Gaza border protests; UK
abstains, US and Australia
stand with Israel.

Labour leader condemns
“slaughter” of “unarmed
protesters”.

26 MAY

South African government
calls on Israel to withdraw
from Gaza despite Israel
unilaterally withdrawing
in 2005.

30 MAY

INTERNATIONAL
RESPONSE

US media reports
of new evidence
showing ongoing
advanced ballistic
missile programme
in Iran.

ACTION BY ISRAEL

Israel responds to missile
attacks by launching its
own airstrikes. Targets
Hamas and Islamic Jihad
terror sites, including
the destruction of a new
terror tunnel.
INTERNATIONAL
RESPONSE

UK government condemns
attack on Israel.
US, Canada, Ireland, France,
Italy, Germany and EU
among those condemning
attack against Israel.
ACTION BY ISRAEL

Thousands of residents in
Sderot run for cover amid
heavy gunfire from Gaza.
22
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Over 180 rockets and
mortars fired within 24
hours into Israel from
Gaza in largest attack
since 2014. One mortar
strikes kindergarten
playground. Sirens
continue past midnight
as barrages continue
into the night.

CUFI.ORG.UK

ACTION BY ISRAEL

Israeli military says many of
the mortars used by Hamas
were made in Iran. Follows
comments by Hamas leader
Yahya Sinwar who said in
21 May interview that Iran
funnels “a lot of money,
equipment and expertise” to
Hamas.
INTERNATIONAL
RESPONSE

UK confirms £1.5m aid to
Gazan hospitals following
recent Gaza violence.
A US-led draft resolution
at UN Security Council
condemning attacks against
Israel is blocked by Kuwait.
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delivered. He noted that
when the Nazis started to get
suspicious, it was Bartali and his
fearlessness that gave him the
courage to continue. He further
explained that he was so proud to
work with Bartali that he was able
to put his fear on hold.

Bartali was recruited into
this underground network
of rabbis, priests, nuns and
activists and became their
secret deliveryman. He would
leave his home in Tuscany
in the morning, pretending
to train, ride to a convent
in which Jews were hiding,
collect their photographs
and ride back to Nissim.
Once their forged documents
were made, he would make a
return delivery.

The
Legacy
of the

RIGHTEOUS
CYCLIST
B

orn in Florence, Italy in 1914, Gino
Bartali, a devout Catholic, was one of
Italy’s most famous and successful
road cyclists. He won the Giro d’Italia
race three times in 1936, 1937 and 1946 and
he won the Tour de France twice, in 1938
and 1948. He also helped save the lives of
hundreds of Jews during the Holocaust.
In 1943, the Nazis had invaded Italy and had
captured the northern part of the country. In
that region, thousands of families from Italy’s
Jewish community were in hiding, hoping to
escape to safety in the south, or by leaving
Italy altogether. An underground resistance
created a network of safe houses for Jews to
hide, such as in monasteries and convents,
as well as in people’s homes. And plans were
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made to smuggle Jews to safety.
A Jewish accountant, Giorgio Nissim, along
with the Oblati Friars of Lucca used a
printing press to forge documents for those
hidden. However, they needed to transport
the documents in secret, and also required
photographs of each person in order to create
believable fakes. How could they accomplish
this task?
Enter Gino Bartali, the favoured “Iron Son of
Tuscany”. By this point in his life Gino had
already won the world’s most prestigious
cycling tournaments. His country was proud
of him and so he was a well-known face in
Italy. He was also always on the road, cycling
the Italian countryside as part of his training.
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Every time he rode, he wore
his racing jersey emblazoned
with his name on it. German
soldiers would also recognise him and smile
and wave. Bartali obliged, gaily waving back to
them. Little did they know that hidden inside
his bike frame and handlebars were forged
documents and photographs for Jews to use to
escape capture from these very same people.
He was also given an easy time by the Italian
Fascist police officers because of his popularity
and because they admired him. If he was
stopped, he would ask them not to touch his
bike because it was set up a certain way to
allow him to ride with optimum speed.
Bartali would regularly visit the TerontolaCortona train station and again use his
notoriety to further the cause. At the station’s
café he would buy a panini or have a coffee and
because he was so famous crowds would form
around him and the commotion would be a
distraction to the soldiers watching the trains.
This would allow people to change between
trains or sneak onto trains without the soldiers
noticing.
Amazingly, Bartali was more than just a
deliveryman of documents. In 1943, he led
Jewish refugees towards the Swiss Alps himself.
He cycled, pulling a wagon with a secret
compartment for Jews to hide in, telling patrols
the wagon was just part of his training. He also
housed an Italian Jewish family in his cellar
during the war. They credit Bartali, their hero,
with saving their lives.
He inspired others in the resistance. Trento
Brizi was one of the men responsible for
creating the counterfeit papers that Bartali

The SD (Nazi secret service) and
Italian RSS eventually had Bartali
brought to Villa Triste in Florence
for questioning. When he was
threatened with his life he simply
answered, “I do what I feel [in my
heart]”. Despite their suspicions
they had no evidence against him
and let him go.
Despite his many heroic acts, Bartali didn’t
consider himself a hero, but rather, just a
cyclist. During his life, Bartali rarely talked
about his courier work during the war, saying
famously, “Good is something you do, not
something you talk about.”
Bartali passed away in 2000. Because his feats
were relatively unknown until after his passing,
he was recognised thirteen years later, in 2013,
as a Righteous Among the Nations, which is
Israel’s official honour for non-Jews who risked
their lives to save Jews in the Holocaust.
Bartali won his final cycling tournament, the
Tour de France, in 1948, the same year that
Israel was reborn as a nation. This year, Israel
celebrated its 70th anniversary and interestingly
became the first country outside Europe to
host the first leg of the Giro d’Italia, the second
biggest cycling event in the world and Bartali’s
home tournament - one that he won three times.
In honour of his heroism during the Holocaust,
Israel made Gino Bartali an honorary citizen
of the Jewish state in May this year. They also
named a cycle path in the Jerusalem Forest in
honour of Bartali and held a commemorative
bike ride in his honour.
At the ceremony in Jerusalem, Gioia Bartali,
his grand-daughter, accepted the honour on
his behalf. She tearfully said that the day was
a “testimony to his humanity and goodness,”
adding that “he was a champion of the sport,
but today we are remembering him as a
champion of life.”
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Whose Land?

Documentary series
Part 1 - £15

PRINCE WILLIAM
TO VISIT ISRAEL

P

rince William, the Duke of
Cambridge, will touch down in Tel
Aviv on 25 June for the first official
Royal visit to Israel.
Although members of the Royal Family have
made unofficial visits in the past, it will be the
first official Royal visit in the State of Israel’s
70 year history and follows Kensington
Palace’s announcement in March that the
Duke of Cambridge will visit this summer.
The three day visit by the Prince, whose
great-grandmother is buried at the Mount of
Olives, will include Tel Aviv, Jerusalem and
Ramallah, concluding in Jerusalem on the
28th.
No member of the Royal Family has made an
official trip to Israel since it was established
in 1948, despite a series of invitations from
the Israeli government.
The second in line to the throne will also visit
Jordan a day before visiting Israel.
When the visit was first announced in March,
Mark Regev, Israel’s ambassador to Britain,
said: “Israel looks forward to welcoming
His Royal Highness this summer, for what
promises to be an exciting and historic visit.”
Prime Minister Netanyahu said: “We
welcome the announcement of the arrival

Subscribe to TORCH
Magazine for free
CUFI.ORG.UK/SUBSCRIBE

of Prince William to Israel. This is a historic
visit, the first of its kind, and it will be greeted
here with great affection.”
Prince William will meet Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and
Palestinian Authority leader Mahmoud
Abbas. Although a visit to the Western Wall
and Temple Mount haven’t been confirmed
at the time of this article, we do know that he
will visit the national Holocaust memorial,
Yad Vashem, attend a football event hosted
by charities involved in co-existence
between young people, receive a tour of
Israeli tech innovation, and view the Old
City of Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives,
where he will also attend the grave of Prince
Phillip’s mother.
Following the funeral of Shimon Peres, Prince
Charles visited the grave of his grandmother,
Princess Alice of Battenberg, who was
recognised as ‘Righteous Among the Nations’
by Yad Vashem for sheltering Jewish refugees
in Athens. She is buried at the Mount of
Olives in Jerusalem where the Prince placed
flowers – which he picked himself from his
Scottish retreat of Birkhall.
Find out more about Prince William’s
family connection to Jerusalem at
www.cufi.org.uk/spotlight/princewilliams-family-connection-to-jerusalem/

Write to
CUFI
A century after the Balfour Declaration
of November 1917 the argument over
the land – then known as Palestine –
rages on.

Please send us any comments
or questions. Our replies may
be included in future issues.

Do the Jewish people have historic and
legal rights? If so, when and where did
they originate?

Email letters@cufi.org.uk

Richard Kemp, together with a group
of historians and international lawyers,
examines the conflicting claims of the
Palestinians and the Israelis through
the eyes of verifiable history and
international law.

Order today at

store.cufi.org.uk

Post CUFI, PO Box 3837,

Swindon, SN3 9DS

Follow us on

Social Media
/ChristiansUnitedforIsraelUK
@CUFI_UK
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“I consider CUFI to be
a vital part of Israel’s
national security”
Benjamin Netanyahu
Prime Minister of Israel

cufi
membership
Individuals · Groups · Churches

With your support we can make an even
greater impact for Israel in the UK

Join online at www.cufi.org.uk/membership
or call 01793 86 22 10

